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Village President’s letter

Park District receives $350,000
grant for Sunrise Park and Beach

Lake Bluff Elementary School
gets major security and air
conditioning updates

As we return from our vacations and school
begins, it may be easy to wish our vacations
would never end. In times like these, I remind
myself – in the words of Milton Berle – that
“laughter is an instant vacation.” There is still
plenty of summer left to enjoy on the Bluff –
even as life’s rhythms return – and I hope you
will join me in having a just a little fun in our
Village in the coming season.

Home to History
One of our goals is to help Lake Bluff residents
cherish the history and culture of our shared home.
This winter, our Historic Preservation Commission is studying homes and architecture west of
Sheridan Road. Their work will take particular
interest in the Terraces and tell the story of
post-World War II development in Lake Bluff.
This study will help our volunteer boards
advance preservation in Lake Bluff by giving

President’s message continued on page 2

State Senator Julie Morrison was instrumental
in securing a $350,000 State of Illinois grant
to provide access to Sunrise Park and Beach
for people with disabilities and residents.
Since 2013, the District has been planning
enhancements to access points, paths and stairs
at Sunrise Park and Beach. Funding for these
projects has been a challenge and for many
years the District has been seeking grants for
these improvements.
When the Park District went to referendum
in 2014, it did not include all funding needed
for Sunrise Park and Beach accessibility
improvements. In 2016, with funding assistance
from the Friends of Lake Bluff Parks Foundation
and residents, the Park District was able to
improve two major stairways that provide access
to the north and dog beaches and accessibility
to the bathrooms.
continued on page 4

Effective school security calls for bringing
visitors into a vestibule and then passing them
into a front office area before they enter the
building itself. With that in mind, the front
entrance to the Elementary School was updated
this summer to allow visitors to be buzzed into
the office area rather than entering directly
into the school. The project’s cost was
approximately $80,000. A similar reconfiguration of the Middle School entrance was made
during the 2016 renovations.
The school had many air conditioning issues this
past school year. Students and staff were without air
conditioning during the hot weather in October,
and then again in May and June when the two
large units that cool the main areas of the building
failed. After intense study by a team of engineers,
the administration and the Board of Education

continued on page 6

News from the Village of Lake Bluff
Village President’s message
continued from front

them crucial decision-making information.
It will also enable homeowners in these neighborhoods to access preservation incentives, such
as building permit discounts and tax credits.

And history’s mysteries
I recently sat
down with
Larry Potash of
WGN for an
upcoming segment on The
Furnace Girl,
a book by local
story teller
Kraig Moreland.
The book
reimagines the
story of one of
our town’s oldest
mysteries – the 1928 death of Ms. Elfrieda
Knaak in the basement of Village Hall.
(You may recall her story from an iteration of
the Museum’s annual Ghost Walk.)
What a “novel” way to garner recognition for
our Village, its creative minds, and our history.
Congratulations, Kraig!

“Missing Middle” housing
The Illinois chapter of the Congress of New
Urbanism (CNU-IL) has selected Lake Bluff
as one of three sites for a juried housing design
competition. “Missing Middle” refers to
two-flats, four-flats, townhomes, and other
diverse housing products. These housing types
are historic in Chicago, and are well-suited for
seniors and young families. Yet, they have
“gone missing” as development patterns change.
We look forward to the ideas to come from
this group of experts in architecture and design. We also look forward to your ideas, as
well. In the 2023 Strategic Plan, the Board
committed to engage you in our examination
of what it will take to enjoy diverse housing
options in Lake Bluff. This competition
will provide another important source of
information as we deliberate together.

Fall fun
Finally, as school begins again, mark your
calendars for these fun upcoming events:
 See a comedic performance of Shakespeare
on the Green September 1, 2, 8, and 9
from 4 to 6 p.m. brought to you by
CenterStage.
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 Public Safety Day is September 15.
Details inside.
 The last Block Party of summer –
Oktoberfest! – is downtown on
September 22.
 Rib Fest returns to the Village Green
October 6. Interested in entering? Contact
Christian Erzinger – cerz60@comcast.net.
 The Pumpkin Chase Fun Run returns
for the 30th straight year(!) the morning
of October 27.
 Finally, my favorite – the History
Museum’s Ghost Walk returns the evening
of October 27 and 28 after a brief hiatus.
This event is where most Bluffers know
Elfreida from – well, this and my classroom…
Whatever you choose to do – make sure to
find a way to enjoy this fall with your family
and friends in the Village.
Yours truly,
Kathleen O’Hara, Village President

Apply for a passport
at Lake Bluff Public
Library!
Traveling abroad? Need a passport? The Lake
Bluff Public Library can help! We are pleased
to announce that we are now a designated
Passport Acceptance Facility, which means
that US Citizens may apply for their US
Passports at the Lake Bluff Public Library.
Passport appointments will be offered Monday
through Friday; the last appointment slot will
be offered one hour prior to Library closing.
Weekend appointments may be available as
the staff schedule permits.
To make an appointment, please visit lakebluﬄibrary.org/passportappointments.html
and fill out the online form or call or visit the
Library. We look forward to offering this new
service to the community!

Village of Lake Bluff
40 E. Center Avenue
Lake Bluff, Illinois 60044
Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
847-234-0774
vlb@lakebluff.org
www.lakebluff.org
Village Board of Trustees
Kathleen O’Hara, President
Joy Markee, Village Clerk
Paul Lemieux
Barbara Ankenman
Eric Grenier
Mark Dewart
William Meyer
Aaron Towle

Public Safety Day

Strategic Plan progress

Join our Fire, Police and Public
Works staff September 15th from
11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for Lake Bluff’s
annual Public Safety Day!

Since last year’s adoption of the 2023
Strategic Plan, the Village has been hard
at work to make our vision a reality.
These are just a few examples of our
progress…

Experience many fun events
including hands on ﬁre extinguisher
demonstrations, a children’s ﬁre
pole and obstacle course, an
appearance by the Flight for Life
Helicopter, and a corn roast! Kids
will learn a lot about ﬁre prevention
and safety in addition to having a
great time at this community event.
The festivities are located at the
Public Safety Building (45 E. Center
Ave.) as well s at Artesian Park.

Stop water pollution!
Did you know that there is no treatment plant
for stormwater runoff? What goes down a
storm drain goes straight into Lake Michigan
or the Skokie River! Do your part to keep our
waters clean:
 Recycle antifreeze and oil.
 Repair any car leaks.
 Use commercial car washes.
 Return used batteries.
 Use only what you need of paints, polishes,
and cleaners.
 Dispose of any pet waste straight into the
trash or down the toilet.
 Keep pesticides, oil, leaves and other pollutants off streets and out of storm drains.

Lock your car!
As we continue our fast paced lives, we forget
to perform simple tasks such as locking our
car doors. Residents in every part of Lake Bluff
have forgotten to lock their car doors and have
been victimized by car break-ins and theft of
valuables inside the vehicles. It is very important
to remember to lock your car doors to protect
your belongings. Preventing car break-ins
helps our community remain a safe place.
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Infrastructure & environmental
enhancement
 Our new biennial budget includes just
under $5 million dollars for capital
improvements, or about 30% of the
annual budget.
 Our consultant is preparing to conduct
a Village-wide drainage modeling
study to improve stormwater planning.
 Our upcoming Moffett Road project
includes signiﬁcant ravine improvement
and protection.
Municipal services
 Our leadership is working to establish a
joint ﬁre service with the Rockland Fire
Protection District (Knollwood Fire
Department).
Environmental preservation
 Our residential recycling rate (34%
of total volume) ranks second among
44 municipalities participating in Lake
County’s solid waste agency.
 Every household was sent a ﬂyer
explaining options for residential solid
waste, recycling, yard waste, and
Illinois’ ﬁrst year-round food scrap
composting program.
 We are approaching the end of a study
of commercial recycling that may provide
access to new tools that would further
expand Lake Bluff’s recycling culture.
Engagement and communication
 With our governmental partners, we
conducted a communications survey
of our residents in 2017.
 To reach residents more effectively,
we redesigned our weekly e-newsletter
and started three new Facebook
pages for the Village, the Fire Department, and the Police Department.
Placemaking & aesthetics
 Community stakeholders are currently
engaged in a beautiﬁcation study of
key Village corridors and gateways,
including the Route 176 corridor.
 Our consultant is preparing a ﬁnal phase
that will conclude a historic architecture
surveying effort underway since 1997.

following pages: Park District and School District news

News from Lake Bluff Park District
Golf Club update
During the summer, the Park District continued to develop and evaluate solutions to improve the financial performance of the Golf Club. A group of residents and avid golfers
formed the Lake Bluff Community Golf Association to collaborate with the Park District
and seek fundraising opportunities to offset operational costs and capital needs.
This collaboration has produced significant results. The association started a fundraising
campaign with donations collected through Friends of Lake Bluff Parks and has been directly
responsible for two events this season: The Golf Marathon, hosted in June, and the 50th
Anniversary Event, hosted in August. These two events raised over $70,000, bringing the
total fundraising contributions to $103,000 as of August 28.
These efforts have gone a long way towards reaching a $265,000 fundraising goal established
by the Park Board. If this goal is met, it will ensure the golf course will remain open through
the 2019 season. A decision on the future of the Golf Club will be made by the Park Board
by December 1.

Park District receives
$350,000 grant
continued from front

The Park Board has also issued an RFP regarding the lease of the Lake Bluff Golf Club. The
responses are now being evaluated to determine if they provide a benefit to the community
and Park District. More information will be released later this year.
If you would like to support the golf course, please visit friendsoflakebluffparks.org.

“It is vitally important individuals with access
limitation disabilities can enjoy our shared
public spaces, including our parks and beach
areas,” stated Illinois State Senator Julie Morrison.
“I am proud to support this worthwhile project
and look forward to its completion and benefit
for all Lake Bluff area residents."
President Rob Douglass stated, “On behalf
of the Board and community, we thank
Senator Morrison for securing this funding.
Sunrise Park and Beach is a special place and
it is important that all individuals have an
opportunity to experience its environment
and shoreline.”
Over the past year, Park District staff and the
Parks and Beach Committee have been working
with Cliff Miller of P. Clifford Miller Landscape
Artistry to further develop conceptual plans
for improved access points, paths and stairs
at Sunrise Park and Beach. As these plans are
finalized, the Park District ask for community
input on the project.
Additionally, the Park District Board of
Commissioners recently approved a proposal
from AECOM, a Chicago-based firm, to
perform a preliminary coastal engineering
study for Sunrise Beach and develop options
to protect the beach from erosion. The final
report is expected to be presented in October.

Previous page: Village news

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19 • 5:30–6:30 PM
BLAIR PARK PARKING LOT
TRUNK DECORATIONS CONTEST
COSTUME CONTEST WITH PRIZES
POPCORN & APPLE CIDER!
Children must register by October 13
Trunks register at
5:00 PM October 19
to hand out candy
from your decorated trunk.
Stay for Family Movie Night
in the Park at 7 PM!
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Park Board President’s message
Dear Lake Bluff Park District Residents:

LakeBluffParks.org:
new website
Have you visited the redesigned Park District
website?
Our new website launched June 19 and
features a responsive design, dynamic content
and more interactivity.
Log on and visit the new and improved
LakeBluffParks.org.

This has been an exciting summer at the Lake Bluff Park District. The
pool and beach are always the most popular places to be on hot
days. Bluffinia has been the spot to be on Sunday evenings and our
enrollment in swim lessons, camp and summer programs remains high.
It was great to see over 200 residents participate in our GO Lake
Bluff community walk in June. The goal of this initiative is to get
residents to come together, strengthen the spirit of community and
promote healthy lifestyles. We look forward to hosting more
GO Lake Bluff events this fall!
The Lake Bluff Park District received a $350,000 grant for improvements at Sunrise Park and Beach. Illinois State Senator Julie Morrison
was instrumental in securing this grant. It will be used to improve
beach access for individuals with access limitation disabilities and
to beneﬁt all residents of Lake Bluff.
The Park Board is committed to maintaining Sunrise Park & Beach,
named Lake Bluff’s most valued asset in our last two community
wide surveys. This past summer, the Park District Board approved a
proposal from AECOM, a Chicago-based ﬁrm, to perform a preliminary
coastal engineering study for Sunrise Beach and develop options
to protect the beach from erosion. Their ﬁnal report is expected to be
presented to the Board in October.
Best regards,
Rob Douglass, Board President

2018/2019 Youth
Basketball programs
It's time to register for youth basketball! We
offer leagues for both boys and girls from preschool through eighth grade. Our program is
combined with players from the Lake Forest
Recreation Department. This allows us to
expand our leagues into all age groups and
provide a better experience for everyone.
Programs begin November 10 and run
through the beginning of March, with no
classes the weeks of Thanksgiving and winter
break. Days and times vary by program. Visit
www.lakebluffparks.org for more specific
program information and to register.
Sign up by October 8 to save on fees for these
programs!

Lake Bluff Park District
355 W. Washington Avenue Lake Bluff, Illinois 60044
Phone 847-234-4150 • www.lakebluffparks.org • info@lakebluffparkdistrict.org
Your Park District Board
Rob Douglass, President
Brock Gordon, Vice President
France Pitera, Treasurer
Susan Ehrhard
Kauri McKendry
Chris Mosbarger
Bob Wallace
Ancel Glink Diamond Bush DiCianni
& Krafthefer, P.C., Attorney
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Park Board Meetings
The Park Board meetings are scheduled at
6:30 p.m. the third Monday of each month
at Lake Bluff Park District Recreation Center
at Blair Park, 355 W. Washington Avenue
in Lake Bluff.
The public is invited to attend meetings.
Please visit www.lakebluffparks.org for
Committee meeting agendas and to view all
regular Board meetings online.

Next page: School District news

News from the Lake Bluff Schools
LBES building updates

STEAM Lab expansions

continued from front

To continue evolving the Middle School STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and
Mathematics) lab as a place where students can learn, experiment, problem solve, create and explore,
the school has expanded on the offerings for student involvement. The Lake Bluff PTO funded
additional resources and improvements that were added this summer.

determined it would be more cost effective to
replace the existing air conditioning units than
to repair them.
Shortly after it was decided to replace the
two units, problems with the remaining
three units cropped up. Replacing all five
rooftop units over the summer would achieve
significant economies of scale because each
replacement requires a large crane. The crane
was at the school for the entire second week
of August, and the work has been completed.
The replacement of these units was not
expected, as the building is only nine years
old. The $1,000,000 project will be funded
primarily from reserves.
The District architect is preparing a facility
assessment and plan, and a 20-year budget for
large capital expenditures will be developed.

As students go through the STEAM lab for multiple years, it is important to include not only a
variety of topics and activities in the areas of Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Mathematics,
but to deepen certain areas with additional materials and offerings so that students can follow their
passions and go even further. In particular, our students continue to be interested in software engineering, 3D design, and robotics. The addition of iPads, The CARVEY 3D design workstation, a Dremel
3D45 printer, and MakeBlock Robot kits will bring new capabilities and opportunities to the lab.
 The iPads will allow for two additional portable workstations so that students can move around
the lab. They will have all of the CLS software and include applications only accessible on iPads.
 The CARVEY workstation is a 3D carving machine that allows students to make objects out of
a variety of materials including wood, metal and plastic. The Dremel 3D45 printer supplements
the current single 3D printer.
 The MakeBlock 10-in-1 Robot kits are a superior addition to our robotics engagement choices.
They foster exploration of mechanical design, electronics, and programming. The kits can be
assembled and programmed into ten different designs for experiments and programming using
coding applications. Two of the kits allow use by more than one student at once.

Transportation update
Last school year, in response to rapidly
rising costs due to the end of a bus sharing
arrangement with Lake Forest High School,
the District formed an ad hoc committee
of community members, Board members,
and administrators to study and make
recommendations regarding bus transportation.
The goal of the committee was to reduce the
net cost of transportation, while minimizing
the financial burden to families and the impact
to traffic congestion and student tardiness.
After considering community survey feedback,
the committee recommended reinstating a
modest transportation fee, reducing the
number of routes and consolidating bus stops.
Based on student registration and route
planning, it appears that the District will
achieve its financial goals without significantly
affecting ridership.

In June, LBMS honored 8th grade students as they completed middle school and officially became high school
students. As part of the ceremony, four students were selected to speak about their experiences as students in
Lake Bluff, captured by Eric Decker Photography: Chase Plotner, Jahari Scott, Michael Cassidy, and Lillian
Alarcon (left to right). They did an outstanding job representing the Lake Bluff Middle School class of 2018.

Fox Families: A new tradition
Lake Bluff Elementary School students and staff began a new tradition
in the 2017-18 school year: every student and staff member joined a
“Fox Family.” With at least one student from every grade, the goal is to
give students experiences with LBES peers of all ages, and to provide a
connection to a teacher other than his/her classroom teacher. The Fox
Families stay intact throughout each student’s entire “career” at LBES.

Transportation will continue to be evaluated
throughout the year to look for ways to
provide good service and increase efficiency.
Thank you to all those who participated in
the committee and took the time to complete
the survey.

Previous pages: Village news and Park District news

Fox Families meet at least four times per school
year for team building activities and common
projects focused on kindness and character
building. The families wrapped up the school year
by reading the book Only One You. Each student
and staff member painted a rock for a new rock
pathway in front of the school. The Lake Bluff
Alliance for Excellence provided a grant for the
materials and sign for the Only One You pathway.
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School Board President’s message
Dear Fellow Community Members:
This summer, I hope everyone enjoyed the warm weather and maybe
even a little vacation. As planned, several summertime capital projects
moved forward. As I write this, new air conditioning units are rolling into
the elementary school parking lot about to be installed, and the security
improvements at the front entrance are being readied for opening day.

Teachers and
administrators
had a busy summer
Summer is a time for rest and relaxation, but
it can also create space for reflection, creativity
and collaboration.
Teachers and administrators took advantage
of the downtime to actively participate in a
variety of projects in the schools, working in
partnerships and teams to develop and update
curriculum, and collaborate on other projects
for the new school year.
A total of 33 summer curriculum projects
were completed, involving 73 kindergarten
through eighth grade teachers, support staff
and fine arts teachers. They worked in a
number of areas, including, among others:
 Technology
 Standards Based instructional practices
 Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts, Mathematics (STEAM) Lab
development
 Program training
 Assessment
 Professional book clubs
 Parent Teacher conferences
 Student behavior support
 Chromebook training
 Middle School CPM Math Program
training

While there are many wonderful things to highlight regarding our schools, for
this article I want to focus on a single issue. One of the biggest challenges
small towns face is filling elected board positions with qualified and
enthusiastic citizens. At the April 2019 school board elections, three
board positions need to be ﬁlled. While this may seem like a long time
away, it is only a few months until December when, in order to be
eligible, candidates must ﬁle all paperwork. So now is the time to think
seriously about ﬁlling those positions with qualiﬁed candidates. I would
encourage all those interested in serving their communities to consider
running for local office, and to run for school board in particular. Service
at any level is an incredibly rewarding experience.
To help facilitate the process of ﬁlling those board positions, Lake Bluff
District 65 is working with Vote Lake Bluff (www.votelakebluff.org) to host
a community meeting on November 1 at 6:30 pm in the District Office
located within the Middle School. Veteran board members, school
administrators, and a representative from the Illinois Association of School
Boards will be available to help you understand the realities of working
on the school board. If this might be of interest to you or you have any
questions at all about the realities of what it means to serve on the
school board please don’t hesitate to reach out to me at mbarry@lb65.org.
Warm regards,
Mark Barry, Board President

Lake Bluff School District 65
121 East Sheridan Place Lake Bluff, Illinois 60044
Phone 847-234-9400 • www.LB65.org

Excellence in Education, Enthusiasm for Life, Every Student, Every Day.
Your District 65 School Board
Mark Barry, President
Philip Hood, Vice President
Julie Gottshall, Secretary
Leigh Ann Charlot
Richard Hegg
John Marozsan
Susan Rider-Porter

 Elementary Math Program materials
closet creation
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School Board Meetings
Regular School Board meetings are usually
held on the fourth Tuesday of each month at
7:00 p.m. Committee of the Whole meetings
are usually held at 7:00 p.m. on the Tuesday
two weeks prior to the regular meetings of the
School Board. Unless otherwise announced,
meetings are held in the Lake Bluff Village
Hall, 40 E. Center Avenue. Meetings are
televised live within Village boundaries on
Comcast Channel 19 and rebroadcast throughout
the week. Videos of the meetings are available
at www.LB65.org within 10 days.

Village of Lake Bluff
Lake Bluff Park District
Lake Bluff School District 65
40 E. Center Avenue
Lake Bluff, IL 60044
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Please check lakebluff.org for
agendas and cancellations
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www.lakebluffparks.org
847-234-4150

www.LB65.org
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The Committee of the Whole meetings are held
on the ﬁrst Monday of the month and regular
meetings of the Board of Park Commissioners
are held on the third Monday of the month as
noted in the following schedule. Meetings are
held at 6:30 p.m. at the Recreation Center, 355
W. Washington Avenue, Lake Bluff.

September
12
Early Release
(Dismiss: LBES 1:45 pm / LBMS 2:10 pm)
18
Regular Board of Education 7 p.m.*

September
10
Village Board Meeting 7 p.m.
11
Architectural Board of Review (ABR) 7 p.m.
12
Historic Preservation Comm. (HPC) 7 p.m.
19
Plan Commission and Zoning Board of
Appeals (PCZBA) 7 p.m.
24
Village Board Meeting 7 p.m.
October
2
Architectural Board of Review (ABR) 7 p.m.
3
Sustainability and Community Enhancement
Ad Hoc Committee (SEC) 7 p.m.
8
Village Board Meeting 7 p.m.
10
Historic Preservation Comm. (HPC) 7 p.m.
17
Plan Commission and Zoning Board of
Appeals (PCZBA) 7 p.m.
22
Village Board Meeting 7 p.m.
31
Sustainability and Community Enhancement
Ad Hoc Committee (SEC) 7 p.m.
November
6
Architectural Board of Review (ABR) 7 p.m.
12
Village Board Meeting 7 p.m.
14
Historic Preservation Comm. (HPC) 7 p.m.
21
Plan Commission and Zoning Board of
Appeals (PCZBA) 7 p.m.
22/23 Non-emerg. offices closed – Thanksgiving
Please know some newsletter recipients may
not receive services, or qualify for programs,
offered by the Village of Lake Bluff.

Visit LakeBluff.org for an online calendar,
Village news and more. Or follow us
on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
LakeBluffIllinois/

September
8
Paddle Season Open House 11:00 a.m.
10 Committee of the Whole Meeting 6:30 p.m.
17 Regular Board Meeting 6:30 p.m.
October
1
Committee of the Whole Meeting 6:30 p.m.
8
Basketball Early Bird fee deadline
15 Regular Board Meeting 6:30 p.m.
19 Trunk or Treat 5:30–6:30 p.m.
19 Movie in the Park 7:00 p.m.
November
5
Committee of the Whole Meeting 6:30 p.m.
12 Regular Board Meeting 6:30 p.m.
December
3
Committee of the Whole Meeting 6:30 p.m.
8
Breakfast With Santa 8:00–11:00 a.m.
17 Regular Board Meeting 6:30 p.m.

See the online calendar at
www.lakebluffparks.org/meetings.html
for Park Board and Committee meetings.

October
8
Columbus Day – no school
9
Teacher Institute Day – no school
9
Committee of the Whole 7 p.m.*
10
Early Release
(Dismiss: LBES 1:45 pm / LBMS 2:10 pm)
23 Regular Board of Education 7 p.m.*
November
1
Parent/Teacher Conference – half day
(Dismiss: LBES 11:05am / LBMS 11:30 am)
2
Parent/Teacher Conferences – no school
3
Committee of the Whole 7 p.m.*
14
Early Release
(Dismiss: LBES 1:45 pm / LBMS 2:10 pm)
16
End of Trimester I
21-23 Thanksgiving holiday – no school
27 Report Cards
27 Regular Board of Education 7 p.m.*
* Unless otherwise announced, Board meetings
are at 7 p.m. in the Lake Bluff Village Hall,
40 E. Center Avenue. See page 6 for details.

Visit www.LB65.org to ﬁnd more
Lake Bluff schools and District 65
events, including the 2018-2019
school calendar.
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