VILLAGE OF LAKE BLUFF
SUSTAINABILITY AND COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT AD HOC COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
Tuesday, May 17th, 2022 - 7:00 P.M.
Members of the public may view and participate in the meeting via:
•
•
•
•

In person at the Village Hall Board Room, 40 E. Center Ave.
Online: lakebluff.org/VirtualSEC
Dial-in: (312) 626-6799. Enter meeting ID 824 8670 7053. Press # when prompted for a Participant ID.
The meeting will be live-streamed at lakebluff.org/Channel19
AGENDA

1. Call To Order and Roll Call
2. Consideration of the April 19, 2022 Regular Meeting Minutes
3. Non-Agenda Items and Visitors (Public Comment)
The Co-Chairs will allocate fifteen (15) minutes during this item for those individuals who would
like the opportunity to address the Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee
on any matter not listed on the agenda. Each person addressing the Sustainability and Community
Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee is asked to limit their comments to a maximum of five (5) minutes.
4. General Business
The Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee will entertain requests from
anyone present to modify the order of business to be conducted.
a) Sustainability Plan Amendment and Work Plan
b) Sustainability Communication Plan
5. Village Staff Report
6. Member’s Report
7. Co-Chair’s Report
8. Adjournment

The Village of Lake Bluff is subject to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Individuals with
disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe
and/or participate in this meeting, or who have questions regarding accessibility of the meeting or the facilities, are
requested to contact Glen Cole at (847) 234-0774 or TDD number 234-2153 promptly to allow the Village of Lake Bluff
to make reasonable accommodations.

VILLAGE OF LAKE BLUFF
SUSTAINABILITY AND COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT AD HOC COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
April 19, 2022
7:00 P.M.
Village Hall Board Room
40 East Center Avenue
DRAFT MEETING MINUTES
1. Call To Order and Roll Call
The Village of Lake Bluff Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee
(SEC) met on April 19, 2022 in the Village Hall Board Room (40 E. Center Avenue) at 7:00
p.m. The following members were present:
Present:

Marina Carney Puryear, Co-Chair
Brian Rener, Co-Chair
McCamie Cole
Marietta Hance
Alexa Richer
Sophia Twichell

Absent:

Nanette Barrett

Also Present:

R. Drew Irvin, Village Administrator (VA)

2. Consideration of the February 15, 2022 Regular Meeting Minutes
Co-Chair Puryear moved to approve the February 15, 2022 Regular Meeting Minutes as
amended. Member Barrett seconded the motion. The motion passed on a unanimous voice vote.
3. Non-Agenda Items and Visitors
Co-Chair Rener stated that the SEC allocates 15 minutes for those individuals who would like
the opportunity to address the SEC on any matter not listed on the agenda.
There were no requests to address the SEC.
4. General Business
a. Backyard Chicken Application – 425 Lincoln Avenue (Aynsley Rutledge)
At the invitation of Co-Chair Rener, VA Irvin said the Village received a backyard animal
license application to raise chickens on the property located at 425 Lincoln Avenue.
Unfortunately, the Applicant could not attend the meeting this evening due to a family
emergency. He said the meeting requirement allows nearby property owners to receive advance
notice, and an opportunity to be heard. As of today, Staff has not received any feedback or
comments regarding the application.
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In response to a question from Member Twichell, Co-Chair Puryear said the rear yard has a wire
mesh fence.
Following a brief discussion, Co-Chair Puryear moved to recommend that the Village
Administrator approve the Backyard Chicken Permit as presented and renewal annually if
desired without coming before the SEC. Member Sorensen seconded the motion. The motion
passed on a unanimous roll call vote:
Ayes:
Nays:
Absent

(6)
(0)
(1)

Cole, Hance, Richer, Twichell, Co-Chair Puryear, Co-Chair Rener
Barrett

b. How to Tend a Garden
VA Irvin said Member Hance has suggested that SEC members take responsibility for specific
action items in order to more effectively implement the Village’s Sustainability Plan. If the SEC
supports this course of action, she is proposing to take the lead in sponsoring a group of
residents for activities that advance Action NS-5 of the Plan
Co-Chair Rener commented on his discussion with Staff regarding the important of educating
the public on all the SEC programs. He said this request could be use as part of a larger
framework to establish an educational subcommittee to host events and distribute educational
information for topics such as lighting, chickens, and recycling at the Farmers Market or
downtown.
Member Hance elaborated on her vision then stated why she would like to be responsible for
planning and implementing a public educational program “How to Tend a Garden.” She said she
could represent the program, as an SEC representative, in a public forum which would include:
classes held in Washington Park; inviting local landscape designers or interested gardeners to
teach the program; publishing notice in the “Lake Bluff Letter” weekly e-newsletter; and
providing progress reports to the SEC. She said that “you protect what you love” and said that
hands-on experience is important and could help residents develop a lifelong desire to
protect/sustain the community. Co-Chair Rener commented on his vision of a structured
educational process if the SEC were to participate in the program.
VA Irvin said historically, Ad Hoc Committees have not been working committees; however, if
desired the committee could review proposals consistent with the Plan. A discussion followed.
Co-Chair Rener said proposals of this type could be considered as best practices, as things such
as leaf blower regulations evolve and are more closely examined. He said he thinks the SEC
could get more community involvement if residents were able to view the SEC’s work progress
and proposals. VA Irvin said if the SEC is comfortable with the approach outlined in Staff
memorandum, for the timing of this proposal, the Village could help with communication and
educating the public which could ultimately lead to developing a pilot program. A discussion
followed.
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In response to a comment from Member Twichell, Member Richer said from an educational
viewpoint, seminars and website with informative videos could be used to educate the
community. She commented on how Lake Forest High School Environmental and Media clubs
could contribute to the program. Member Twichell commented on the various ways which the
program could be implemented and said that high school students would be awesome
ambassadors. A discussion followed.
Co-Chair Puryear said if Member Hance self-pilots the program, it is her belief it will not get the
public press until after it is done because people will not have the opportunity to ask or engage
in questions which could be captured on video.
Member Cole said he loves the idea of the SEC being in charge but we need to be careful in
regards to assuming responsibility (or “liability”) for the information presented to the public. He
said the Village has innumerable gardening resources (Garden Club, Kinnucan, Lake
Forest/Lake Bluff Open Lands) as well as nurseries in the surrounding area. He thinks this could
be an excellent opportunity to fulfill some of the Plan action items such as educating the public.
If this is the direction we want to consider, he thinks the SEC should have a booth at the
Farmers Market, engage with the community in a friendly manner beneficial for digital learners
as well as physical learners, and the SEC should decide what information should be distributed
(as examples, he identified information about gardening, light pollution, stormwater
management, mosquito abatement, erosion control, solid waste and recycling). Member Cole
said it is important to mention that, while the SEC may be the organizing body, it will rely on
experts to educate the general public on the chosen topics. Co-Chair Rener suggested a future
meeting to discussion best practices and potential program structures. A discussion ensued.
In response to a question from Member Cole, VA Irvin said a Village consultant conducted a
public survey regarding improvements to the Central Business District and downtown but not a
Farmers Market booth. If there is a consensus, Staff will work with Member Hance to make the
program as successful as possible. Member Cole asked how equipped is the Village to launch
this sort of multi-faceted education campaign, VA Irvin said the Village has the capability to
launch social media or website assets if needed. A discussion followed.
In response to a comment from Co-Chair Puryear, VA Irvin said the Criterion Bike Race is
scheduled for July 30 then he shared information regarding previous booth allocation for
educational purposes.
Following an extensive discussion, Co-Chair Rener said if the SEC is interested the next steps
would include a separate agenda item to discuss the rules, process, and volunteers.
c. Sustainability Plan Progress
At the invitation of Co-Chair Rener, VA Irvin said this is a phenomenal plan for a municipality
of our size and resources; however, some of the goals listed in the table should be called
“aspirational plans” such as the 60% recycling effort which is a county wide goal that the
Village may never reach. The SEC has done an interim check on the plan and he thinks it should
consider identifying a small number of priorities concerning the Plan for the next 12 months and
continue revising the plan.
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Co-Chair Rener commented on future plans not included in the list of priorities such as the 176
corridor improvements; bike planning; downtown improvements; greening and additional
garden spaces and said it is nice to see some of the programs coming to fruition. VA Irvin
commented on his discussion with Co-Chair Rener regarding potential focus areas including
zoning code regulations surrounding exterior lighting as well as revision of the Comprehensive
Plan.
Member Cole asked if there were plans to educate the public on the Plan progress and a message
regarding “Earth Day.” Following a discussion regarding Earth Day, Co-Chair Rener said it
would be idea to send out a blast advising of the committee’s achievements, sustainability and
initiatives.
Member Twichell expressed her preference to include “no mow until Monther’s Day” to benefit
pollinators. In response to a question from Member Cole, VA Irvin said the “No Mow May” is
one of those educational objectives that the Village could help supports and it could be included
in the Village Newsletter or a press release. A discussion followed.
Co-Chair Rener said the NS-5 does not specifically address lawn equipment (mowing, leaf
blowing) and inquired if the committee would like to create an additional item. He shared
information regarding discussions in a regional working committee addressing leaf blowing
model ordinance and noted additional items should be included in the Plan because carbon
impact is a future concern.
In response to a comment from Co-Chair Rener, VA Irvin said each of the action items has some
sort of educational component. The idea would be to develop a program to support the
educational components specific initiatives for 12 months, process and review materials, review
schedule and communication channels to push out event announcements and results. VA Irvin
continued by sharing information regarding the upcoming Green Bay Road and Bridge
replacement plan as well as stormwater improvements and funding associated with upcoming
projects. A discussion followed.
In response to a question from Member Twichell regarding the existing train tracks, VA Irvin
said that, after speaking with a representative from Union Pacific, it is his understanding the
train tracks will remain and be used to transport freight. A discussion followed.
Co-Chair Rener expressed that the Plan action items that have been or will be discussed in the
next 12 months consist of: public education; leaf blower regulations; developing outdoor
lighting regulations; and revisiting the bike plan including the gaps downtown for bike racks.
In response to a question from Member Cole, VA Irvin provided an update on the neighborhood
food waste program proposed by a local resident. He said that the pilot program marketing
materials have been prepared and it is anticipated the independent volunteers will move forward
soon. A discussion followed.
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5. Village Staff Report
VA Irvin provided an updated on the downtown streetscape program as well as the South
Sheridan Road Landscape Plan. He commented on why the South Sheridan Road bid was readvertised and noted that the cost of construction has increased substantially recently.
VA Irvin said the Village goal is to increase it net trees by planting approximately 150 trees this
year in parkways and public land.
In response to a comment from Co-Chair Rener, VA Irvin said the SEC was established to join
together different approaches to landscaping and gardening in the community; to review the
Village’s landscape plans; and to bring about a new vision for the Village in terms of how to
approach things in a more sustainable way. The original goal was also that the SEC to have an
educational speaker at every meeting to address sustainability issues. A discussion followed.
6. Member’s Report
There was no Member’s report.
7. Co-Chair’s Report
Co-Chair Rener said he inquired if there was a need to share information regarding Highly
Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) with the Village’s backyard chicken participants. A
discussion followed.
Co-Chair Puryear said her house is pending sale and she may be relocating outside the Village
so this is possibly her last meeting. Co-Chair Rener thanked her for years of support as well as
leading the charge on the bees and chickens programs.
8. Adjournment
As no further business came before the SEC, Member Hance moved to adjourn the meeting. CoChair Puryear seconded the motion. The motion passed on a unanimous voice vote at 8:25 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

___________________
R. Drew Irvin
Village Administrator
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MEMORANDUM
TO:

Co-Chairs Rener and Puryear and the Sustainability
and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee

FROM:

Glen Cole, Assistant to the Village Administrator
Allie Caskey, Graduate Intern

DATE:

May 13, 2022

SUBJECT:

Sustainability Plan Amendments and Work Plan

Introduction
At the previous meeting, the SEC identified four action items to focus on for the next 12 months, including
(not in priority order):
•
•
•
•

Public education;
Developing an outdoor lighting (“dark sky”) ordinance;
Developing a bicycle plan; and,
Evaluating the Village’s leaf blower regulations.

Regarding leaf blower regulations, the Sustainability Plan’s NS-5 goal currently states that:
NS-5 “Educate residents on managing lawns and gardens using natural products and low-impact
practices that reduce usage of pesticides, fertilizers (especially phosphate-based fertilizers), and
other chemical lawn treatments.”
The Village, as represented by Co-Chair Rener and Village Administrator Irvin, is participating in a
regional working group reviewing leaf blower regulations that is expected to publish a final report before
the conclusion of 2022. Pending their report, Staff has prepared the attached draft Resolution based on the
SEC’s April discussion. It would amend the Sustainability Plan in order to add “gas-powered landscaping
equipment” in a list of practices that residents should reduce. (At present, as noted by members of the SEC
in April, the Sustainability Plan makes no reference to gasoline-powered leaf blowers or other landscaping
equipment.)
If recommended by the SEC to the Village Board, Staff will concurrently present the SEC’s work plan for
the next 12 months for discussion by the Village Board.
Action Requested
The SEC should consider recommending the attached draft Resolution amending the Sustainability Plan
to the Village Board.
Attachments
● Proposed Resolution
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RESOLUTION 2022-___
A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE VILLAGE’S
SUSTAINABILITY PLAN
WHEREAS, upon its establishment in October 2015, the Village’s
Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee was charged with,
among other duties, the development of a Sustainability Plan; and
WHEREAS, the Village Board formally adopted the Village’s Sustainability
Plan on June 24, 2019 by adopting Resolution No. 2019-50 (“Plan”); and
WHEREAS, the Plan is intended to be a living document that sets forth a
vision for a sustainable Lake Bluff; highlights actions the Village has already taken to
become more sustainable; and proposes action steps for consideration by the Village
and its residents; and
WHEREAS, the Natural Spaces section of the Plan commits the Village to
restoring and protecting Lake Bluff’s valuable, unique, and native natural resources; and
WHEREAS, the Village’s Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad
Hoc Committee has recently completed a review of the Sustainability Plan and
recommends the Village amend the Plan’s Natural Spaces section to recognize that the
Village should discourage the use of gas-powered landscaping equipment; and
WHEREAS, the Village is one of eleven communities participating in the
Leaf Blower Regulations Regional Working Group, which has been charged with
preparing a report that evaluates the need and impact for additional gas-powered leaf
blower regulations, which report will be completed by the conclusion of 2022 for the
consideration of each representative municipality including the Village; and
WHEREAS, the Village Board has determined that it will serve and be in
the best interest of the Village and its residents to amend the Sustainability Plan as set
forth in this Resolution.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE PRESIDENT AND
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF LAKE BLUFF, LAKE COUNTY,
ILLINOIS, as follows:
Section 1.

Recitals.

The foregoing recitals are incorporated into, and made a part of, this
Resolution as findings of the Village Board.

Section 2.

Sustainability Plan Amendment

The Village of Lake Bluff Sustainability Plan, as adopted by Resolution
No. 2019-50, is hereby amended by modifying Policy “NS-5” as follows [additions are
bold and double-underlined; deletions are struck through]:
NS-5: Educate residents on managing lawns and gardens using natural
products and low-impact practices that reduce usage of gas-powered
landscaping equipment, pesticides, fertilizers (especially phosphatebased fertilizers) and other chemical lawn treatments.”
Section 3. Effective Date.
This Resolution shall be in full force and effect upon passage and
approval in the manner provided by law.
PASSED this __th day of May, 2022 by vote of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Lake Bluff
as follows:

AYES:

(0)

NAYS:

(0)

ABSENT:

(0)

APPROVED this __th day of May, 2022.

ATTEST:
______________________
Village Clerk

____________________
Village President

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Co-Chairs Rener and Puryear and the Sustainability
and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee

FROM:

Glen Cole, Assistant to the Village Administrator
Allie Caskey, Graduate Intern

DATE:

May 13, 2022

SUBJECT:

Sustainability Communication Plan

Introduction
In 2019 the SEC met and discussed its Sustainability Communication Plan (attached), which identified
specific messages related to the Sustainability Plan to promote and communicate. Some of these messages
were conveyed in a series of publications (attached) circulated to the approximately 1,450 subscribers to
the Village’s weekly e-newsletter and elsewhere. These efforts have been inactive during the COVID-19
pandemic. The SEC should review the plan and provide feedback on any amendments to the plan or points
of emphasis over the summer.
While the Communication Plan focuses on messages, Staff will lead a discussion on other communication
channels available at Tuesday’s meeting to deliver messaging.
Among other opportunities, the Village is working to prepare a promotional video that gives tips on
composting with the assistance of resident volunteers and a summer employee studying film and video.
This video can be used with other content to promote composting as the Village advertises its newly
updated residential and commercial solid waste programs.
Attachments
● Sustainability Communication Plan
● Example 2019 publications.
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Sustainability Communication Plan
Energy Use

1. Switching to LED bulbs or using automatic
lighting controls can save hundreds of
dollars in energy costs over their lifetime;
LED bulbs last over 15 times longer than
traditional bulbs.

2. For a free home energy assessment, an

advisor will collect information about your
home’s energy use and recommend ways to
save energy and money.

3. Switching to renewable energy through

home solar, community solar, or a green
energy provider is a significant step towards
a sustainable future.

4. Don’t idle. Idling wastes gasoline and, when
children are present, prolonged idling
exposes them to pollution from exhaust.

Reuse and Recycle

5. Clean your recycling. Throwing the wrong

things in your recycling like contaminated
food containers, plastic film, and plastic bags
all cause recyclable materials to be thrown
away.

6. Switching to a reusable water bottle saves
energy, money, water, and helps save the
environment.

7. You can help reduce waste by using the
Village’s food scrap program.

8. Using a reusable shopping bag when you

shop as opposed to disposable plastic bags
can reduce Lake Michigan pollution.

Stormwater

9. Animal and pet wastes contribute to

contamination of stormwater via runoff.

10. Rain gardens naturally filter water and

reduce the amount of stormwater runoff.

11. The use of a rain barrel and cisterns store
water so it can be “recycled” and used to
water lawns, tress, and gardens.

12. Permeable pavement filters water and
allows it to soak into the ground.

Natural Resources

13. The removal of buckthorn is essential
throughout the Village.

14. Excessive use of lawn care fertilizers,

herbicides, and chemicals can have
unintended harmful effects on the
environment and water quality. You can
garden in organic ways without using these
substances. Integrated pest management
practices help manage pests and disease
naturally.

15. You can grow natives in your yard. Native
plants beautify the land, attract pollinators,
improve habitat for birds and wildlife, and
save on maintenance costs.

16. Consider a pollinator garden. Animals such
as hummingbirds, bats, bees, beetles,
butterflies, and flies are necessary to
pollinate our plants and crops.

Water Use

17. Using less water reduces resource use

(water treatment chemicals, electrical
energy, and solid wastes), helps save you
money, and protect our natural ecosystems.

18. Changing your household fixtures,

especially those manufactured before 1995,
can significantly reduce water usage and
quickly pays for itself.

19. Lawn watering represents over one-third of
a typical household’s water use. Consider
watering your lawn less and installing a new
WaterSense irrigation controller that waters
based on weather and soil conditions.

Light Pollution

20. Outdoor lighting contributes to our light

pollution problem. Consider dimmer bulbs,
yellow-tinted light, and timers or sensors that
reduce how long your exterior lights are on
unnecessarily.

Bicycle-Pedestrian Transportation

21. Practice the Dutch Reach to keep cyclists
safe.

22. Keep your sidewalk clear for bicyclists and
pedestrians.

23. Lake Bluff’s trails are an alternative to
driving.

Other / Miscellaneous

24. Did you know about the Village’s
Sustainability Plan?

A Sustainable Lake Bluff...
Stops and Shops
Sustainably
Shopping results in a large
amount of avoidable waste.
Although you might not think much of
it, shopping for groceries and household
essentials results in a lot of avoidable
trash that can’t be easily dealt with in a
sustainable manner. Plastic bags and
wraps used as packaging are not easily
recycled because they entangle recycling
equipment... but they easily find their way
into our natural areas and Lake Michigan.
Plastic shopping bags are a threat to natural
ecosystems. They clog waterways and
entrap animals. An errant bag could even
cause an animal to choke or suffocate.
Waste bags are also a major money sink
due to the large amount of time and
manpower spent picking them up. It can
take generations for plastic products to fully
degrade in nature, and all the while they
continue to endanger plants and animals.
While plastic shopping bags are a visible
and easily avoidable source of plastic
pollution, other packaging materials from
the grocery store - like wraps, bottles, and
can holders - also threaten wildlife and are
frequently found littering natural areas.

Be Part Of The Solution
• Plastic bags, like plastic water bottles, can be
easily replaced by environmentally friendly
reusable shopping bags. Bring your own bags!
• You can ask for paper bags and choose products
that use paper packaging that is easier to recycle.
• If you do have to use plastic materials, make sure
you dispose of them properly. Thin plastic can’t
be machine sorted and belongs in the garbage.
• Make sure you secure your garbage cans
to prevent waste from flying away.

A Sustainable Lake Bluff...
Knows The Real Cost
Of Bottled Water

As people who live on the Lake,
its our responsibility as Bluffers to
do as much as our means allow
to keep Lake Michigan clean.

Over 22 million pounds
of plastic waste enter
Lake Michigan each year.

Disposable plastic water bottles
represent a large danger to
the Lake and to our natural
environment mostly because
of the amount of time it takes
for them to degrade. Each
water bottle on average takes
450 years to fully biodegrade,
and some can take as long as
1,000 years to be completely
eliminated from the environment.

Some people buy bottled
water because they believe
it is safer than tap water, but
tap water is highly regulated
and tested regularly. Lake
Bluff’s water supply, provided
by the CLCJAWA, is treated
by one of the most advanced
water plants in the country
and has won the national
Excellence in Water Treatment
award for 13 years straight.
Switching to reusable water
bottles saves energy, money,
water, and our environment.

Be Part Of The Solution
• Reusable water bottles are easily attainable
substitutes for plastic water bottles, and are better
for both the environment and the consumer.
• Having a reusable water bottle lessens the
amount of plastic waste that you produce,
and also saves you money - refilling a water
bottle is cheaper than buying a new bottle.
• Recycling any plastic bottles that you use goes
a long way in preventing plastic pollution.

A Sustainable Lake Bluff...
Sheds Light
On The Problem
Responsible lighting choices
can save energy and
the environment.
A constant presence in our lives, light bulbs are
an essential part of our daily routines. While
necessary, most light bulbs are also a large
source of waste, with much of the energy used
to power old bulbs being lost as heat. About
16% of total U.S. electricity usage is for lighting.
In particular, outdoor lighting is a major energy
draw and also contributes to our light pollution
problems. About 5% of total U.S. electricity
usage is for lighting. Studies show that
artifical outdoor light interferes with insects,
plant maturity, birds, bats, and pollination.
No one is suggesting that Lake Bluff
should live in the dark - but we can make
more responsible choices that save
money, help our natural environment, and
preserve our small-town character.

Be Part Of The Solution
• ComEd offers Lake Bluff residents FREE
energy assessments that include free LED
bulbs as well as other efficiency products.
• For exterior lighting, consider using dimmer
bulbs, lights with a lower color temperature
(yellow tint), and timers or sensors.
• Avoid uplighting that sends light into the
sky, and consider shielded fixtures. Shields
direct light only where it is needed and
may allow you to use dimmer bulbs..

