VILLAGE OF LAKE BLUFF
SUSTAINABILITY AND COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT AD HOC COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
Tuesday, March 15, 2022 - 7:00 P.M.
Members of the public may view and participate in the meeting via:
•
•
•
•

In person at the Village Hall Board Room, 40 E. Center Ave.
Online: lakebluff.org/VirtualSEC
Dial-in: (312) 626-6799. Enter meeting ID 824 8670 7053. Press # when prompted for a Participant ID.
The meeting will be live-streamed at lakebluff.org/Channel19
AGENDA

1. Call To Order and Roll Call
2. Consideration of the February 15, 2022 Regular Meeting Minutes
3. Non-Agenda Items and Visitors (Public Comment)
The Co-Chairs will allocate fifteen (15) minutes during this item for those individuals who would
like the opportunity to address the Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee
on any matter not listed on the agenda. Each person addressing the Sustainability and Community
Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee is asked to limit their comments to a maximum of five (5) minutes.
4. General Business
The Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee will entertain requests from
anyone present to modify the order of business to be conducted.
a) Backyard Chicken Application – 425 Lincoln Ave. (Aynsley Rutledge)
b) ‘How to Tend a Garden’
c) Sustainability Plan Progress
5. Village Staff Report
6. Member’s Report
7. Co-Chair’s Report
8. Adjournment

The Village of Lake Bluff is subject to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Individuals with
disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe
and/or participate in this meeting, or who have questions regarding accessibility of the meeting or the facilities, are
requested to contact Glen Cole at (847) 234-0774 or TDD number 234-2153 promptly to allow the Village of Lake Bluff
to make reasonable accommodations.

VILLAGE OF LAKE BLUFF
SUSTAINABILITY AND COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT AD HOC COMMITTEE
SPECIAL MEETING
February 15, 2022
7:00 P.M.
Village Hall Board Room (Primarily Virtual)
40 East Center Avenue
DRAFT MEETING MINUTES
1. Co-Chair’s Finding That An In-Person Meeting Is Not Practical or Prudent
Co-Chair Rener announced his finding that an in-person meeting of the SEC is not practical or prudent
due to the COVID-19 emergency. Due to the COVID-19 emergency, this meeting will be held primarily
virtually pursuant to Section 7(e) of the Open Meetings Act. Members of the public can participate via
Zoom, whether at a computer or by phone. Additionally, as required by law, at least one representative
from the Village will be present at the Village Hall Board Room and the virtual meeting will be
simulcast for members of the public who do not wish to view the virtual meeting from another location.
2. Call To Order and Roll Call
The Village of Lake Bluff Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee (SEC) met
on February 15, 2022 in the Village Hall Board Room (40 E. Center Avenue) at 7:00 p.m. and the
following members were present:
Present:

Marina Carney Puryear, Co-Chair
Brian Rener, Co-Chair
Nanette Barrett
Marietta Hance
Sophia Twichell

Also Present:

R. Drew Irvin, Village Administrator (VA)
Glen Cole, Assistant to the Village Administrator (AVA)
Samantha Lenoch, Administrative Intern (AI)

Absent:

McCamie Cole
Alexa Richer

3. Consideration of the January 18, 2022 Regular Meeting Minutes and January 31, 2022 Special
Meeting Minutes
Co-Chair Puryear moved to approve the January 18, 2022 Regular Meeting Minutes and the January 31,
2022 Special Meeting Minutes as presented. Member Barrett seconded the motion. The motion passed
on the following roll call vote:
Ayes:
Nays:
Absent:

(5)
(0)
(2)

Barrett, Hance, Twichell, Co-Chair Puryear, and Co-Chair Rener
Cole and Richer

4. Non-Agenda Items and Visitors
Co-Chair Rener stated that the SEC allocates 15 minutes for those individuals who would like the
opportunity to address the SEC on any matter not listed on the agenda.
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There were no requests to address the SEC.
5. General Business
a. Mosquito Abatement RFP
At the invitation of Co-Chair Rener, AI Lenoch summarized the item. She stated that mosquito control
services within the Village’s corporate limits were provided by the Lake Bluff Mosquito Abatement
District (“District”). The District is an independent unit of government covering a 6.25 square mile
jurisdiction including 13,000 residents in Lake Bluff, Green Oaks, North Chicago, and the
unincorporated communities of Knollwood and Abbott Park. Since 2018, Lake County has been
working to dissolve the district and in response, the Village of Lake Bluff staff drafted a request for
proposals seeking outside firms to operate the Village’s mosquito control program to perform
monitoring, larvicide, and adulticide. The request for proposals calls for a three-year original term with a
single two-year option to extend, and a scope of services substantially similar to the previously offered
by the District. The intent of the agreement is for the contractor to provide a complete, first-rate, and
turn-key mosquito control program to promote the public health and safety of the Village and its
residents. The request lists three goals: (1) Provide high-quality services in an efficient and costeffective manner for Village residents; (2) Provide excellent customer service as the first point of
contact for Village residents concerning the services; and (3) Emphasize environmental stewardship in
the provision of the services, including through contractor’s preference for and implementation of:
organic pesticides, techniques that minimize pesticide application and volume, and the use of electric
and non-motorized vehicles.
To begin the discussion, Co-Chair Puryear asked why the Lake Bluff Mosquito Abatement District is
disbanding and why the Village needs to spray for mosquitos at all. She said that she cannot imagine
that insecticide is good for our water source as it enters through the storm sewer system.
VA Irvin responded that the District is disbanding at the request of Lake County government to reduce
the number of overlapping governmental entities. There are only two mosquito abatement districts in the
County and, following their dissolution, services can be provided from either existing districts or
corporate entities like the Village or at a regional level, whether that be the county or the state. He stated
that there is likely a resident expectation for mosquito control services to be provided in a manner that
closely follow the Lake Bluff Mosquito Abatement District’s previous scope of services. The Village
Board has been discussing this and wanted to bid the full complement of services.
Co-Chair Rener concurred and said that, from the economic perspective, it is desirable to get rid of
additional government agencies. He said there is no idea of just bidding with other towns on a common
contractor services to get the best price.
VA Irvin responded that when he and the County talked about which agency would be assuming which
responsibilities the County indicated that it was likely that they would continue monitoring of mosquitos
and that any other services would fall on the Village. He stated that this RFP contemplates a three-year
term contract with renewal options, so the Village will learn and the service levels may evolve based off
that experience.
Member Hance said that the number of services and the cost going down is a great thing. She
mentioned, when she served on the Mosquito Abatement District board, they have learned that
helicopter spraying costs a lot of money and of questionable value. She believes adulticiding has a
terrible impact on the entire environment and has very little to do with actually decreasing mosquito
populations. She noted that many strategies were not performed in 2020. In the 2022 proposal, services
are being restored to their earlier level. She wanted to know how those services were put back into a
2

Village proposal when they had been removed before by the District. She is specifically referring to
helicopter treatment, which is adulticide. She asked when and how they were added back into the
proposal.
VA Irvin said the goal was to get prices for everything and then, considering the SEC’s input, the
Village Board will select a final scope of services. Co-Chair Rener added that there will be an a la carte
proposal that will come back with an itemized list.
VA Irvin responded that he does not believe there is a lot of debate about continuing monitoring. He
added that communities like Lake Forest engage in larvicide because this is a very cost-efficient method.
Co-Chair Puryear responded that larvicide ends up going into storm sewers. She said it may be efficient
for mosquito control, but it has a great impact on drinking water and fish.
Member Hance said that this discussion is all about the residents’ comfort level living with mosquitos
and they have the expectation that the government will take care of the mosquitos. She said public
education needs to take place to reduce this expectation. She added that services and treatment has gone
down and costs have gone down. She asked if there is any way the Village tracks resident feedback. She
asked if the Village tracks the number of complaints received from mosquitoes in a backyard. She asked
this because she wondered how many complaints will trigger adulticide.
VA Irvin responded that he asked the same question to the former president of the Lake Bluff Mosquito
Abatement District. His understanding is that the contractor who worked from the District used to give a
recommendation on when to spray based on mosquito counts, the number of phone calls, and/or emails
received. The Village is receiving seed money from the dissolution of the District where this program
can be run for years. In the meantime, the Village would like to have a soft transition as the majority of
Lake Bluff residents do not know that the District is going away.
Member Hance said that is correct. She added that the majority of the public may not know that
mosquito abatement is part of their property taxes. She said the trouble is that the provider was also the
LBMAD’s advisor, so there is some conflict of interest because the provider has an incentive to
recommend more treatments. She also said that, as a member of the LBMAD board, she was very
comfortable with Clarke as a provider as they were very competent.
Member Twichell said that she was thrilled when she learned the Mosquito Abatement District is
dissolving and dismayed to see mosquito abatement in their packets. She said that she would love to see
Lake Bluff use an integrated pest management approach. She said that as many of the SEC knows, one
of the challenges with mosquito abatement is the profound impact it can have on non-target organisms,
like honey bees and butterflies, which is decreasing in population already. She mentioned there is no
official standard for organics, so there is no guarantee that something is organic and safer. She said that
is a frightening trend around insecticide resistance. She echoed Member Hance’s statement that the
Village needs the best consultants to run the program because they know how to properly use those
chemicals, which would save taxpayer dollars and reduce toxic loads in the community. She emphasized
that spraying chemicals will not protect public health and safety of the residents. She said that
monitoring is important, but she would love to see the $40,000 be put into public education instead. She
is opposed to adulticide. She knows of individuals who hire abatement for their own backyards, which is
dangerous for all of us. She thinks there can be a way to manage the standards and recommendations for
vendors.
VA Irvin said that the Village is looking at how they can best provide services and meet resident
expectations. He said there is an item within the RFP that talks about a requirement for the service
provider to provide public education materials and help in that effort.
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Co-Chair Rener said that it is good for the Village to take control of this service as they can control their
own destiny.
Member Barrett asked if there are any communities they are aware of that have gone to zero mosquito
abatement and who have done it successfully, or what processes have they gone through.
Member Hance stated that she studied all kinds of communities, in terms of trying to understand what
Lake Bluff should do. Every community is different.
In response to a question, VA Irvin stated that Lake County does not provide services besides
monitoring.
Co-Chair Puryear said that it is unfortunate that the SEC did not know about this item beforehand
especially as it went before the Village Board a day prior. VA Irvin clarified that this is an opportunity
for SEC input.
Member Hance said that public education is very important. She said that there are organic chemicals
that can be used in mosquito control that are still harmful to human health. She also said that insecticide
is indiscriminate. She believes it will affect anything it sprays.
Member Twichell said that if the Lake Bluff Mosquito Abatement District put itself out of business, that
would suggest that it felt like its business were optional or not necessary. She said would be unfortunate
for Lake Bluff to then start mimicking what the District did because that will create the expectation. She
said this program should only include monitoring coupled with public education. She added that she
would be disappointed to serve on the SEC and see them move into something that is beyond monitoring
and public education simply because people expect to have mosquito treatment.
VA Irvin said that he can forward their recommendation of “no adulticide” to the Village Board if
desired.
Co-Chair Puryear expressed her opinion that the SEC would recommend no larvicide as well. She added
that she would not be in favor of any treatment program being longer than two years. She said that five
years is too long of a commitment in her view.
Member Hance agreed with Co-Chair Puryear. She concurred that there should be a public education
component. The money needs to go into education the public about the hazards and harm to our health,
the environment, and our future about insecticides. She asked about the timeline of the RFP. She asked
if the RFP will go out now.
VA Irvin responded that this is likely the last time the SEC will see the RFP due to the timing necessary
to select a service provider and start services in a timely fashion knowing that the District will dissolve
before this summer.
Co-Chair Rener said that, while he would like adulticide and larvicide to be eliminated, he did inquire
about the possibility of a contractor spraying in a more targeted fashion. He also stated, in terms of
continuation of mosquito control services, that he thought this program needs to be completed between
two to four years.
Co-Chair Puryear asked why would the SEC want this to exceed three years as the contract presently
includes.
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Co-Chair Rener said that he would like to learn more about what other communities are doing about
mosquito abatement.
Member Barrett said that she thinks mosquito abatement may result in many angry residents.
Member Hance said that the request includes the use of helicopter spraying after those services had been
eliminated by the District.
VA Irvin clarified that helicopter spraying is included for bidding purposes and so that the Village Board
can make an informed decision as to any final approved scope of services.
Co-Chair Rener recommended the Village Board not use helicopter spraying.
Member Hance said that the proposal looks like a contract with more services than they had in the past
under the District. She said the services proposed will be more expensive than ones they have had in the
past. She asked if the documentation of services that the SEC is discussing is what they will receive.
VA Irvin responded that the decision as to the Village's level of service will be made by the Village
Board.
Co-Chair Rener said that he understands they do not want adulticides sprayed in the air by a truck or
helicopter. He asked about the dangers associated with someone spraying with a hand sprayer.
AVA Cole said that most of the treatments by volume deal with larvicide. There were treatments done in
other parts of the Mosquito Abatement District that were different types of adult treatments. Those areas
were not inside the Village and are not presently expected to return. There is an option for contractors to
spray for special events by truck.
Member Twichell commented that spraying is ineffective, but it makes citizens feel like something is
being done.
Member Hance asked if what the SEC is discussing will make a difference. VA Irvin responded that the
SEC’s comments were valued and restated that that it is up to the Village Board to decide on the final
scope.
Co-Chair Rener said that, having served on the Village Board, Commissioners were always very
respectful and listened very closely to the board and the committees that made recommendations. He
said that there was never a time in his memory when the Village Board completely disregarded a series
of recommendations from an advisory body. He continued that the SEC is an advisory committee to the
Village Board and that community members will also speak during the Village Board meetings
regarding this item. He does not want the SEC to feel like they will not continue to discuss this item. He
expressed the sense of the SEC as recommending against helicopter and truck spraying and said that the
SEC should advance their recommendations in the future.
Co-Chair Puryear requested that minutes of this meeting be circulated among the Village Board.
In response to a question, VA Irvin said the contract will require Village Board action.
b. Sustainability Plan Progress
The SEC agreed to continue the discussion of the remaining Sustainability Plan actions to a later date
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given the length of the mosquito discussion as well as the absence of some Committee members.
6. Village Staff Report
AVA Cole said Member Hance circulated a concept about public education about natural spaces, which
will be on the next meeting agenda for discussion.
7. Member’s Report
There was no Member’s report.
8. Co-Chair’s Report
There was no Co-Chair’s report.
9. Adjournment
As no further business came before the SEC, Member Hance moved to adjourn the meeting. Co-Chair
Puryear seconded the motion. The motion passed on a unanimous voice vote at 8:00 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

___________________
Samantha Lenoch
Administrative Intern
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MEMORANDUM
Date:

March 1, 2022

To:

Co-Chair Rener, Co-Chair Puryear, and SEC Members

From:

Samantha Lenoch, Administrative Intern

Subject:
Backyard Chicken Application – 425 Lincoln Ave. (Rutledge)
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Ms. Aynsley Rutledge is an owner and occupant of 425 Lincoln Ave. and has filed an application with the
Village for an accessory animal license necessary to raise chickens on the property. In considering this
application, Section 5-9D-3 of the Municipal Code provides that:
“Prior to reaching a decision upon an initial application for an accessory animal license, the Village
Administrator shall solicit the review and recommendation of an advisory body of the Village as to
whether the application should be approved or disapproved and as to what, if any, protective conditions
should be imposed upon the permit. The recommendation shall occur after a public meeting held before
the advisory body, only after the Village provides notice to adjoining property owners and residents via
first class mail at least two weeks in advance of the meeting.”
The meeting requirement allows nearby property owners to receive advance notice and the opportunity to be
heard. The Village provided notice via mail to adjoining property owners and residents. The meeting
requirement also sets out seven criteria that the SEC should consider before recommending approval or denial
of the license.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
SEC’s Authority
After accepting public comment, the SEC should take one of the following actions:
•
•

If more information is required, continue their consideration to a date certain to allow the Applicant to
provide additional information; or,
If more information is not required, hold a roll call vote to:
o Recommend the Village Administrator issue the license, with or without any special conditions:
“I move to recommend that the Village Administrator issue an Accessory Animal License, as the
Applicant has satisfied the standards for the SEC’s Advisory Review.”
o Recommend the Village Administrator deny the license:
“I move to recommend that the Village Administrator deny the Accessory Animal License, as the
Applicant has failed to [cite specific standards(s)], as required by the standards for the SEC’s
Advisory Review.”

Attachments
•
•

Licensing Criteria.
Application.

Licensing Criteria

Chicken Specific Regulations
Village of Lake Bluff, Illinois
Single-Family Dwellings: Only residents of single-family dwellings may apply.
Limit Upon Number: No fewer than two adult chickens, and no more than six,
adult chickens may be owned by any licensee at any one time.
Female Chickens: Only female chickens may be owned or maintained on a
licensee’s property.
Sale of Eggs Prohibited: The licensee shall not sell eggs produced upon the property.
Slaughtering: No slaughtering of chickens shall occur in public view.
Chicken Enclosure:
i.

Chickens shall be kept in a pen, coop, run, or chicken tractor.

ii.

No chicken enclosure shall be erected or maintained within 10 feet of any occupied residence
other than that of the licensee.

iii.

Chicken enclosures shall only be erected or maintained in the rear yard and behind the
principal structure on the licensee’s lot; except that the advisory body reviewing an
application may, for good cause shown, allow enclosures to be sited at an alternative location
on a lot that provides a similar level of visual screening, security, and privacy. No special
notice or procedure is required to grant this exception.

iv.

Chicken enclosures shall provide at least four square feet of area for each chicken housed.

v.

Chicken enclosures must be maintained in a sound and useable condition.

vi.

Chicken enclosures must be constructed of sturdy and weather-resistant materials,
such as, without limitation: wire, wood, hardware cloth.

vii.

Chicken enclosures shall be resistant to predators. All access doors must be able to be shut
and locked. All opening windows and vents must be covered with predator-proof wire with
less than one-inch openings.

Open Space: Chickens shall be provided with adequate open space in the form of either an enclosed
chicken run or a yard fully enclosed by a fence.
Sanitation: The enclosure and open space must be kept clean and sanitary at all times.
Rodent Protection: All feed and other items associated with the keeping of chickens shall be protected
from or to prevent rats, mice, or other rodents from gaining access to or coming into contact with the feed.
Nuisances: No licensee shall license:
i.

Noxious or offensive odors from chicken-keeping, including the odor of chickens or manure,
to be perceptible at or beyond the boundary of the licensee’s property;

ii.

Offensive noise from chickens that disturbs the peace at any time; or

iii.

Any other public or private nuisance resulting from the licensed activity, whether by litter,
droppings, feathers, waste, or attraction of pests or rodents.

State Registration: The licensee shall submit a livestock premises registration form to the Illinois
Department of Agriculture, and shall provide a copy of the submitted form to the Village unless the
Department shall stop accepting residential chicken registrations.

Rev. March 2021

Licensing Criteria

Advisory Review Considerations
Village of Lake Bluff, Illinois
The Village requires that a first-time license for a bee-keeping or chicken-keeping
application must be reviewed at a public meeting of a Village advisory body
after notice to adjacent property owners. At the meeting, the advisory body
will review the application and consider whether or not to recommend approval
based on the following standards:
•

General Standard: The extent that the application demonstrates the applicant
will provide adequately for health, shelter, food, water, and yard conditions.

•

Compliance with the Regulations: The extent that the application demonstrates
that the applicant and the proposed activity will comply with all additional standards
imposed on it (see previous pages).

•

Lot Size and Situation: The shape, size, and location of the lot, principal structure, and keeping area;
and the extent that these conditions tend to mitigate or exaggerate the potential that an adjoining
property owner or others may be negatively affected by the proposed keeping. The advisory body
shall show preference to those applications which demonstrate large lot sizes, screening, or other
unique conditions which minimize the aforesaid potential.

•

Prior Violations: If the applicant has been the subject of any valid complaint documenting a
violation of the program or any nuisance, property maintenance or animal control regulations
contained in the Lake Bluff Municipal Code.

•

Experience or Training: The applicant’s training, education, or prior experience in keeping the
animal requested.

•

Unique Health Circumstances: If residents of adjoining or nearby property present evidence that
they suffer from a health condition whereby the proposed keeping may pose a unique risk to their
health.

•

Public Testimony: Testimony and other evidence received from the public during the advisory
body’s consideration of the application, to the extent that such testimony concerns the specific
circumstances of the application and not the general propriety of the proposed activity.

Rev. March 2021

MEMORANDUM
Date:

March 15, 2022

To:

Co-Chair Rener, Co-Chair Puryear, and SEC Members

From:

Samantha Lenoch, Administrative Intern

Subject:
‘How to Tend a Garden’
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Introduction
SEC Member Marietta Hance has suggested that SEC members may take responsibility for specific action items
or categories within the Plan in order to more effectively implement the Village’s Sustainability Plan. If the SEC
supports this course of action, Member Hance proposes to take the lead in sponsoring a group of the Village of
Lake Bluff residents to take responsibility for Natural Spaces, specifically Action NS-5 of the Lake Bluff
Sustainability Plan, which is “Educate residents on managing lawns and gardens using natural products and lowimpact practices that reduce usage of pesticides, fertilizers (especially phosphate-based fertilizers), and other
chemical lawn treatments.” Member Hance would personally like to take responsibility to plan and implement a
public education program named “How to Tend a Garden.” She would represent this program as a representative
of the SEC. “How to Tend a Garden” would include:
•
•
•
•
•

Classes held in Washington Park, as this community park is an example of a chemical-free, pesticide-free
public space;
Local landscape designers and any interested gardeners to teach the program;
Notice of the program in the Lake Bluff weekly e-newsletter;
An email account as the point of contact; and
Reports to the SEC regarding progress.

Member Hance’s goal in “How to Tend a Garden” would be for the SEC to lead by example, teach new ways of
relating to the Village’s natural spaces; and create stewards of the land.
Action Requested
After Member Hance’s presentation, the SEC should:
• Discuss the role of the SEC members in implementing the Sustainability Plan.
• Discuss possible next steps regarding the proposed “How to Tend a Garden.”

MEMORANDUM
Date:

February 11, 2022

To:

Co-Chair Rener, Co-Chair Puryear, and SEC Members

From:

Glen Cole, Assistant to the Village Administrator
Samantha Lenoch, Administrative Intern

Subject:
Sustainability Plan Progress
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Introduction
The Village adopted its Sustainability Plan in June 2019 and has been implementing the plan since. The plan aims
to improve sustainability in Lake Bluff by focusing on seven key areas while addressing actions that correspond
with each goal. Actions have been ranked based on priority and have been measured from No Progress made to
Complete. Staff has prepared the attached spreadsheet which aims to capture progress made towards the full
realization of the Plan over the last two years. In summary:

Progress

Priority
No Progress
Limited Progress
Substantial Progress
Complete

High
3
5
7
1
16
(36%)

Medium
14
3
4
0
21
(47%)

Low
4
2
2
0
8
(18%)

21 (47%)
10 (22%)
13 (29%)
1 (2%)
45

Progress

Difficulty
No Progress
Limited Progress
Substantial Progress
Complete

High
8
2
4
0
14
(31%)

Medium
5
3
5
1
14
(31%)

Low
8
5
4
0
17
(38%)

21 (47%)
10 (22%)
13 (29%)
1 (2%)
45

Action Requested
During the January 31st, 2022 SEC meeting, the Committee discussed actions on the Sustainability Plan with
limited progress, substantial progress, and actions that have been completed. During this item, the SEC should
review no progress made on actions. It should consider if it concurs with the Staff progress report and, at future
meetings, discuss any possible amendments, or additions to the Plan that it would recommend to the Village
Board. The Sustainability Plan, as it may be amended, should form the foundation of the SEC’s future work plan.
Attachments
•

Sustainability Plan.

•
•

Attached; also available in a sortable form at this link.
No Progress actions available in a sortable form at this link.

Goal Area

#

Action

Priority (2019)

Conclude the SWALCO study of commercial recycling. At the study’s conclusion, choose either to provide Village commercial trash
(SR) Solid Waste Management and Recycling. Achieve
SR-1 recycling rates over 60% through a combination of waste reduction, materials reuse, and active promotion and expansion of recycling.
and recycling service via franchise, or partner with private haulers and businesses to improve recycling rates.
Add recycling containers in public realm spaces, with a goal of providing one recycling container adjacent to each public trash can.
Consider requiring privately maintained street recycling containers to be provided where trash containers are provided and review
(SR) Solid Waste Management and Recycling. Achieve
SR-2 recycling rates over 60% through a combination of waste reduction, materials reuse, and active promotion and expansion of recycling.
these arrangements during commercial site plan reviews. Label public trash cans as “Landfill” prominently to encourage thoughtful
personal waste habits.
Explore how to monitor and incentivize commercial sustainable business practices, especially for businesses required to seek a
(SR) Solid Waste Management and Recycling. Achieve
SR-3 recycling rates over 60% through a combination of waste reduction, materials reuse, and active promotion and expansion of recycling.
special use permit or other zoning relief to operate.

Difficulty (2019)

Progress (Jan. 2022)

Notes
The Village awarded an exclusive commercial franchise in July 2021 including free recycling and the availability
of community-wide commercial composting. Exclusivity begins in October 2022.

High

Medium

Complete

High

Low

Limited Progress

Low

High

No Progress

Medium

Low

No Progress

High

Low

Substantial Progress

The Village is one of four municipalities participating in a USDA grant-funded program to improve composting
awareness in the SWALCO region. The first round for deliverables includes newsletter and social media content.

Medium

Medium

Substantial Progress

The Village continues to make substantial progress moving water bills, vehicle stickers, and building plan review
to papeless workflows.

Medium

Low

No Progress

Medium

Low

No Progress

Medium

Medium

No Progress

Medium

High

Substantial Progress

Low

High

Limited Progress

Consider an optional program that allows residents to participate in the wholesale purchase of electricity from 100% renewable
(EC) Energy Conservation. Leverage improvements
in energy efficiency and alternative energy to reduce Lake Bluff’s single largest source of carbon emissions.
EC-4
sources if Village-wide electrical aggregation once again becomes economical.

Low

Medium

Substantial Progress

(EC) Energy Conservation. Leverage improvements
in energyPartner
efficiency
withand
Lake
alternative
Bluff School
energy
District
to reduce
#65 and
Lake
Lake
Bluff’s
Forest
single
High
largest
School
source
to reduce
of carbon
vehicular
emissions.
idling through education and outreach.
EC-5

High

Medium

No Progress

(EC) Energy Conservation. Leverage improvements
in energyOffer
efficiency
a plug-in
and hybrid
alternative
charging
energy
station
to reduce
at theLake
MetraBluff’s
Parking
single
Lot largest
and consider
sourceinstallation
of carbon emissions.
in other areas.
EC-6

Low

Low

Limited Progress

Medium

Medium

No Progress

(WC) Water Conservation. Continue to reduce perWC-1
capita usage
Continue
of LaketoMichigan
investigate
water.
and seek solutions to system water loss.

High

High

Substantial Progress

(WC) Water Conservation. Continue to reduce perWC-2
capita usage
Provide
of Lake
benchmarking
Michigan water.
information and tips to residents on their water bills that help residents compare their usage with neighbors.

Low

Medium

No Progress

Medium

High

No Progress

Low

Low

No Progress

High

Low

Substantial Progress

Medium

Low

No Progress

High

High

Limited Progress

Medium

Medium

No Progress

Medium

High

No Progress

Following the conclusion of the Village’s stormwater study later in 2019, plan for public improvements recommended by the study.
(SW) Stormwater Solutions. Become more resilient
to natural hazards and our changing climate by implementing professional stormwater management practices that incorporate natural features.
SW-6
Given goal NS-2, give particular interest to projects that mitigate risks to ravines.

High

High

Substantial Progress

Publish a list of recommended native and adapted species which support the Village’s natural beauty, increase and which will
continue, through diversity, to increase resilience against plant disease outbreaks, and support pollinator populations. Lead by
(NS) Natural Spaces. Restore and protect Lake Bluff’s
NS-1valuable, unique, and native natural resources.
example by using these on municipal properties and in rights-of-way. Evaluate their application in site plan review of commercial
landscapes.

The Village’s 2021-2022 Capital Improvement Program includes $60,000 to plan and construct storm sewer
improvements. The Village Board continues to evaluate dedicated funding sources for stormwater improvements,
including a stormwater utility fee.

High

Medium

Substantial Progress

The Village adopted its Thematic Landscape Identity, Gateway, and Corridor Plan in 2019. This document has
formed the basis of the Library's Seed Library, commercial landscaping in the Lake Bluff Business Park, and
native landscaping proposed at the Robert McClory Bike Path (South Sheridan Road Landscape Plan).
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use of the Village’s food scrap program, as well as reducing residents use of single-use bags, straws, and take-away containers.
Work to reduce the Village’s paper consumption by improving electronic notifications and billing, eliminating paper workflows, and
(SR) Solid Waste Management and Recycling. Achieve
SR-6 recycling rates over 60% through a combination of waste reduction, materials reuse, and active promotion and expansion of recycling.
encouraging the use of recyclable products for public events.
Support and promote “Bring Your Own Bag” efforts by retailers and in the community, as well as other programs that promote the
(SR) Solid Waste Management and Recycling. Achieve
rates
over 60%
through
a combination
of waste
reduction,
materials
reuse, and
active
promotion
and expansion
of recycling.
use of
recyclable
bags
and discourage
single-use
waste.
Monitor
State legislative
action
that
would impose
a fee for single-use
SR-7 recycling
plastic bags.
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EC-1
Analyze the installation of a model renewable solar energy system at a municipal facility; consider implementation based on
(EC) Energy Conservation. Leverage improvements
in energy efficiency and alternative energy to reduce Lake Bluff’s single largest source of carbon emissions.
EC-2
projected return-on-investment from incentives and energy savings.
In lieu of regulation, explore how to monitor and incentivize commercial use of green technologies, such as renewable energy or
(EC) Energy Conservation. Leverage improvements
in energy efficiency and alternative energy to reduce Lake Bluff’s single largest source of carbon emissions.
EC-3
sustainable building materials. Consider aligning programs to rating systems such as LEED or Energy Star.

Assess the feasibility of utilizing alternative fuels (e.g. compressed natural gas, plug-in electric, or hybrid electric) in the Village’s
(EC) Energy Conservation. Leverage improvements
in energy efficiency and alternative energy to reduce Lake Bluff’s single largest source of carbon emissions.
EC-7
fleet vehicles as well as the fleets of Village contractors.

Consider tiered rate structures that incentivize conservation by charging more per gallon to more intense users of the Village’s
(WC) Water Conservation. Continue to reduce perWC-3
capita usage of Lake Michigan water.
potable water.
Review lawn irrigation practices in the Village; communicate information on conservation practices (e.g. times of day, moisture
(WC) Water Conservation. Continue to reduce perWC-4
capita usage of Lake Michigan water.
sensors) and consider other regulatory steps.
Provide effective public information on stormwater solutions to equip homeowners to protect their property from flooding and
(SW) Stormwater Solutions. Become more resilient
to natural hazards and our changing climate by implementing professional stormwater management practices that incorporate natural features.
SW-1
damage.
Support the installation of green infrastructure (e.g. Best Management Practices) on private property. Consider establishing
(SW) Stormwater Solutions. Become more resilient
to natural hazards and our changing climate by implementing professional stormwater management practices that incorporate natural features.
SW-2
programs that would provide or reimburse homeowner equipment (e.g. rain barrels).
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SW-3
Enable and provide guidance on the appropriate use of permeable pavement solutions in development. Where impervious surface
(SW) Stormwater Solutions. Become more resilient
to natural hazards and our changing climate by implementing professional stormwater management practices that incorporate natural features.
SW-4
limits apply, consider providing a realistic offset to stormwater calculations where permeable solutions are used.
Explore public recognition programs, including the establishment of a local recognition program, for homeowners that implement
(SW) Stormwater Solutions. Become more resilient
to natural hazards and our changing climate by implementing professional stormwater management practices that incorporate natural features.
SW-5
green infrastructure such as native plantings, grading, and swales (see NS-6).
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The Village's new Streetscape Concept Plan includes future installation of recycling and waste containers.

It is difficult to pursue this action at this time due to COVID-19 restrictions in schools.

Since 2019, the Village has participated in Illinois' first community solar program in Elgin and applies roughly
88,600 kWH annually in community solar credits to its facilities.
In 2020, the Village enacted a 100% waiver of permit costs to install electric vehicle chargers, as well as a 25%
reduction to permit costs for projects that earn LEED or PHIUS certifications.
The Village is a partner in the state's largest "price match" aggregation program, which moves some (but not all)
Village electricity customers to an alternative supplier in order to generate a cash payment to the Village. The
Village Board has not yet determined the use of these funds, but some communities are using these funds to
purchase Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs) to apply to community electricity consumption. Seperately, the
Village is a partner in the state's largest municipally sponsored Community Solar program for residents (10 MW
of capacity).

The Village's new Streetscape Concept Plan identifies locations for future plug-in charging stations. The State of
Illinois only recently (Sep. 2021) enacted programs to fund planning and installation for plug-in charging stations.
In lieu of an alternative fuels requirement, the Village included provisions in its 2022 solid waste franchise that will
generate offsetting productions in the distance that waste travels on-road. The Village's hauler continues to
implement CNG fuels in its fleet.
The Village has replaced virtually all water meters to more accurately measure and report usage.

The Village updated its “Stormwater Solutions” page with help for homeowners and advertised this updated
information in the On The Bluff newsletter.
(Progress Score Updated) The Village's new Streetscape Concept Plan identifies future green infrastructure
opportunities in the Central Business District.

Goal Area

#

Action

Priority (2019)

Difficulty (2019)

Progress (Jan. 2022)

Continue to lead in ravine maintenance, protection, and restoration. Pursue partnerships with outside agencies and private
(NS) Natural Spaces. Restore and protect Lake Bluff’s
NS-2valuable, unique, and native natural resources.
landowners that preserve ravines. Consider zoning changes to shift future development further away from vulnerable table land.

High

High

Substantial Progress

Allocate resources for collaborations by the Village and community partners that remove invasive species. Emphasize buckthorn
(NS) Natural Spaces. Restore and protect Lake Bluff’s
unique,and,
andwhere
nativeappropriate,
natural resources.
replacement with native privacy screening. Support Lake County’s goals concerning buckthorn
NS-3valuable,removal
eradication.

Medium

Medium

Substantial Progress

(NS) Natural Spaces. Restore and protect Lake Bluff’s
unique,interpretive
and nativesignage
natural for
resources.
restoration and natural resource projects that raise awareness and convey importance.
NS-4valuable,Provide

Medium

Low

Limited Progress

Medium

Low

No Progress

Low

Low

No Progress

Low

Medium

Substantial Progress

Emphasize the maintenance of historic and heritage trees. Promote the establishment of new native trees, such as oaks and
(NS) Natural Spaces. Restore and protect Lake Bluff’s
NS-8valuable, unique, and native natural resources.
hickories, to begin to replenish Lake Bluff’s tree canopy.

Medium

Low

Limited Progress

(LP) Light Pollution. Balance economic and security
needs with
Provide
our small-town
information
character
about the
andLEED-ND
charm. Light Pollution Reduction standard to applicants for commercial site plan review.
LP-1

Medium

Low

No Progress

(LP) Light Pollution. Balance economic and security
needs with
Provide
our small-town
for the Architectural
character and
Board
charm.
of Review to consider LEED-ND lighting standards when evaluating commercial site plans.
LP-2

Medium

Medium

Limited Progress

High

Medium

Limited Progress

Adopt a bicycle and pedestrian plan that identifies levels of service, gaps in pedestrian and bicycle networks, and barriers to active
(BP) Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation. Promote
BP-1 transportation methods that impose lesser impact on our environment, promote our health, and improve our recreational opportunities and quality of life.
High
transportation; and proposes solutions that improve connectivity for non-motorized transportation users.

High

No Progress

Continue to incorporate bicycle and pedestrian specific improvements in the Village’s Capital Improvement Program, especially in
(BP) Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation. Promote
methods
that reconstruction
impose lesser impact
our Complete
environment,
promote
our health,
and that
improve
our recreational
BP-2 transportation
High
conjunction
with road
projectson(e.g.
Streets).
Prioritize
projects
increase
the number opportunities
of residents and quality of life.
within a ten-minute walk to a park via a dedicated sidewalk or trail.

Medium

Limited Progress

High

No Progress

Educate residents on managing lawns and gardens using natural products and low-impact practices that reduce usage of
(NS) Natural Spaces. Restore and protect Lake Bluff’s
NS-5valuable, unique, and native natural resources.
pesticides, fertilizers (especially phosphate-based fertilizers), and other chemical lawn treatments
Promote recognition programs for homeowners such as Openlands’s Conservation@Home certification and the Million Pollinator
(NS) Natural Spaces. Restore and protect Lake Bluff’s
valuable,
unique, and native natural resources.
NS-6
Garden Challenge. Explore the establishment of a local recognition program (see SW-5).
Pursue creation of neighborhood gardens that utilize open land and allow residents to grow food cooperatively. Promote home food
(NS) Natural Spaces. Restore and protect Lake Bluff’s
NS-7valuable, unique, and native natural resources.
gardens, and continue thoughtful pilot programs that support urban agriculture, such as the keeping of chickens and bees, at home.

(LP) Light Pollution. Balance economic and security
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BP-3 transportation
Provide bicycle parking at municipal facilities, in business districts, and at key public destinations. Design public bicycle parking to
(BP) Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation. Promote
BP-4 transportation methods that impose lesser impact on our environment, promote our health, and improve our recreational opportunities and quality of life.
High
meet professional standards for number, location, and type.

Low

Substantial Progress

Consider encouraging or requiring commercial bicycle parking just as automobile parking is required. Review bicycle parking
(BP) Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation. Promote
life.
BP-5 transportation methods that impose lesser impact on our environment, promote our health, and improve our recreational opportunities and quality ofMedium
standards as part of commercial site plan review.

High

No Progress
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BP-6 transportation

Low

Substantial Progress

High

No Progress

High

No Progress

Low

Limited Progress

Enforce ordinances that eliminate vegetative growth encroaching upon sidewalks and trails. Maintain Village rights-of-way to the
(BP) Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation. Promote
BP-7 transportation methods that impose lesser impact on our environment, promote our health, and improve our recreational opportunities and quality of life.
High
same standard.
Continue to pursue ADA retrofit improvements to existing sidewalks, especially construction of sidewalk ramps with warning
(BP) Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation. Promote
life.
BP-8 transportation methods that impose lesser impact on our environment, promote our health, and improve our recreational opportunities and quality ofMedium
surfaces at intersections.
(BP) Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation. Promote
Partner with
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thattoimpose
promote
lesser
walking
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andonbicycling
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to and frompromote
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Explore
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to our
teach
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safety. and quality of life.
BP-9 transportation
High
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Notes
The Village completed a $212,000 ravine stabilization project at Forest Cove and Moffett Road in 2020. The
Village’s 2021-2022 Capital Improvement Program includes $15,000 for engineering design of culvert
improvements at the ravine crossing at Birch Road south of East Blodgett Avenue. As part of the reconstruction
of 718 Mountain Road, the Village received substantial ravine improvements to Lillian Dells Drive in exchange for
use of the Drive for construction access.
In July 2021, the Village accepted a $10,000 grant from ComEd and Openlands to clear invasive buckthorn from
and restore +/- 5 acres of Village owned property between Illinois Route 176 and the Lake Bluff Golf Course. The
work is currently being completed by the Village's contractor.
The invasive species clearance project at Route 176 and the South Sheridan Road Landscape Project may both
include interpretive signage.

The Village concluded a pilot program and adopted backyard chicken and beekeeping regulations in February
2021. There are currently 9 active chicken licenses and no active bee licenses.
The Village provided information to homeowners regularly on tree care during the 2021 drought. The Village has
purchased approximately 75 trees native to Chicago to plant in 2021-2022 and needs assessment is underway
for public planting in future years.
The Architectural Board of Review has recommended pending changes for its review of commercial site plans
that include more detailed lighting analysis. The criteria are not tied to LEED-ND or IDA standards.
A draft zoning code amendment has been prepared. It is likely 12-18 months away from consideration and
adoption.
The Village has adopted a Complete Streets policy for future capital projects. The Village’s 2021-2022 Capital
Improvement Program includes $50,000 for pedestrian crosswalk improvements at Green Bay Road & West
Washington Avenue. The crosswalk will improve connections among the North Terrace, Tangley Oaks, Lake
Bluff Elementary School, and the Park District facilities at Blair Park. The Village also has a scheduled $250,000
project in 2025-2026 to install bicycle path lighting.
The Village's current Downtown Streetscape Improvements project includes new bicycle parking. The Village is
currently preparing a Downtown Streetscape Plan with the Architectural Board of Review. The scope of the
planning process includes further new bicycle parking arrangements. The Village has also adopted a Complete
Streets policy that discusses bicycle parking for commercial sites.
The Village's pending South Sheridan Road Landscape Plan (in the vicinity of the new Robert McClory Trail
Bridge) includes a public bicycle repair station and air pump at a high traffic trail crossroads.

Lake Bluff School District 65 is beginning to review and update its Safe Routes to School plan. The Police
Department is preparing to relaunch its bicycle programming for children.

