VILLAGE OF LAKE BLUFF
VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
Monday, January 11, 2021
6:00 P.M.
Village Hall Board Room
40 East Center Avenue
Due to the COVID-19 emergency and in accordance with Section 7(e) of the Open Meetings Act, this meeting will be held primarily
virtually. At least one representative from the Village will be present at the Village Hall Board Room, 40 E. Center Avenue, Lake
Bluff, Illinois, and the virtual meeting will be simulcast for members of the public who do not wish to view the virtual meeting from
another location. Pursuant to the Executive Orders issued by the Governor, the number of people who may gather at Village Hall for
the meeting is limited due to mandated social distancing guidelines and limitations on gatherings. Accordingly, the opportunity to view
the virtual meeting at Village Hall will be available on a “first come, first-served” basis.

Members of the public may view and participate in the meeting via:
Online (strongly recommended): lakebluff.org/VirtualMeeting
OR
Dial-in: (312) 626-6799. Enter meeting ID 880 3237 9888. Press # when prompted for a Participant ID.
IMPORTANT: Additional instructions are available in the agenda packet immediately following the agenda.
The meeting will be live-streamed at lakebluff.org/Channel19 and broadcast live on Comcast Channel 19. Once available, a
recording of the meeting will be posted on the Village website and periodically rebroadcast on Channel 19.

REVISED
MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA
I.

Call To Order

II. Roll Call
III. Non-Agenda Items and Visitors (Public Comment)
The Committee-of-the-Whole allocates fifteen (15) minutes during this item for those individuals who would like the
opportunity to address the Committee-of-the-Whole on any matter not listed on the agenda. Each person addressing the
Committee-of-the-Whole is asked to limit their comments to a maximum of three (3) minutes.
IV. General Business
The Committee-of-the-Whole will entertain requests from anyone present to modify the order of business to be conducted.
i.

Consideration of the Minutes from the October 12, 2020 Committee of the Whole Meeting.

ii. Discussion and Direction Regarding Pilot Programs. (Short-Term Rental Regulations and Back-Yard Bee & Chicken
Keeping Programs.)
V. Adjournment

R. Drew Irvin
Village Administrator
The Village of Lake Bluff is subject to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Individuals with disabilities who plan to
attend this meeting and who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting, or who have
questions regarding accessibility of the meeting or the facilities, are requested to contact R. Drew Irvin at 234-0774 or TDD number 234-2153
promptly to allow the Village of Lake Bluff to make reasonable accommodations.

VIDEO MEETING GUIDE
Format: Our goal is to provide a meeting that is as similar as possible to an
in-person experience. Members of the public will be given opportunities to
speak at the start of the meeting and before each agenda item.
We will use Zoom Webinars for this meeting. In this product:
•

Panelists (Trustees, Staff, etc.) control their own ability to speak and transmit video.

•

Attendees (members of the public) can see the meeting, but cannot transmit audio or video
unless recognized by the chair. (See below for how to be recognized.)

•

One or more staff members will act as hosts and help organize the meeting.

•

An online guide to using Zoom is available here. Please know that the Village cannot provide
technical support. You should test your ability to use Zoom ahead of time.

•

Ideally, all participants should join using the Zoom application so that they can experience
the full meeting. While participants may call-in, this is a lower quality experience.

•

All participants should use their real name (first and last) to identify themselves
in the meeting. People using aliases or pseudonyms will not be recognized.

•

All participants should stay muted unless they are actively speaking.
Your mute may be enabled remotely if you are echoing or transmitting background noise.

•

Elected officials participating with video should keep their video enabled at all times.
Village Staff should disable their video unless they are participating in a discussion.

•

In Lake Bluff meetings, text chat and private messaging features are disabled.

Rules:

Public Participation: To participate in the meeting, members of the public can:
•

Submit a comment or question using Zoom’s Q&A feature. Written items will
be read aloud and answered as necessary. You can also ask to be recognized
by the chair. You will be able to speak directly to the Board and may choose
to send video.

•

Phone users can dial *9 and will be placed into a queue to be recognized by the chair.

•

Email comments in advance to vlb@lakebluff.org. Emails should list the meeting and date in
the subject line (e.g. “April 13 Village Board meeting”) and should identify the author by
name. Emails will be shared electronically, and those that are 200 words or shorter will
generally be read aloud by a staff member during the appropriate comment period.
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Village of Lake Bluff – Video Meeting Guide
Technical setup. The ideal attendee has:
•
•
•

Device: The ability to transmit and receive video.
Audio: Clear audio that does not echo or transmit background noise.
Connection: A stable, high-quality internet connection.
Device

Audio

Connection

Ideal

Zoom app on a
desktop or laptop

A headset
with microphone

Wired connection
via Ethernet

Okay

Zoom app on a
mobile phone or tablet
Calling into
conference line
(without Zoom app)

Not
ideal

•
Tips

•

Use a stable surface so
that your video doesn’t
move or shake.
Have a “boring”
background that isn’t
distracting (e.g. others
moving around).

A headset
(using built-in microphone)

Connected wirelessly
via WiFi

Using a phone to dial in
Computer speakers
(using built-in microphone)

Connected via 4G / LTE
(cellular data)

Speakerphone on phone

Using a phone to dial in
•

•
•

Pick a quiet place as
your workspace.
Keep yourself muted
when you are not talking.

•

If you have to use WiFi,
try to pick a workspace
close to your router.
Discourage other
household members from
streaming video during
the meeting.

Tips:
•

You will appear more natural if you look
directly at your camera when speaking. It may
help you to put your camera near your monitor.

•

While muted, you can hold the spacebar to
unmute yourself temporarily (push-to-talk, like
a walkie talkie). It will mute you again as soon
as you release the spacebar.

•

If you do not have a headset, you can use the
Zoom application on your PC but dial-in using
your phone. This will let you see and share
video, and also let you control if you are muted
using your PC. This may reduce echo and
background noise for those individuals without
headsets.
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Joining via video but using a phone call for audio.

Village of Lake Bluff – Video Meeting Guide
Frequently Asked Questions
Q:

How do I participate in a meeting?

A:

If you would like to participate in the meeting live, a URL will be listed on the top of the agenda
that will invite you to join the meeting via Zoom. You can also dial-in using the phone number
shown on the agenda, but this is a lower quality experience.
You can also watch the meeting live at lakebluff.org/channel19 or by turning on Comcast
Channel 19. Meetings are rebroadcast periodically.

Q:

How do I submit a public comment?

A:

An opportunity is provided for the public to comment on each agenda item before the Board
votes. Additionally, a time is provided early in the agenda to address the Board regarding any
matters not on the agenda. To submit a comment:
Via Zoom. Submit a comment or question using Zoom’s Q&A feature. Written items
will be read aloud and answered as necessary. You can also ask to be recognized by the
chair.
Via Phone. If you are participating by phone, you can dial *9 and be recognized by the
chair.
Via Email. Finally, you can email comments in advance to vlb@lakebluff.org. Emails
should list the meeting and date in the subject line (e.g. “April 13 Village Board
meeting”) and should identify the author by name. Emails will be shared electronically,
and those that are 200 words or shorter will generally be read aloud by a staff member
during the appropriate comment period.

Q:

How do I get technical support?

A:

Unfortunately, the Village cannot provide technical support. An online guide to using Zoom is
available here. Make sure to test your ability to use Zoom ahead of time. If you are unable to use
Zoom, you may use the call-in number, live stream link, and/or submit questions via e-mail.
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VILLAGE OF LAKE BLUFF
COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE
REGULAR MEETING
OCTOBER 12, 2020
DRAFT MINUTES OF MEETING
The Village of Lake Bluff Board of Trustees met as a Committee-of-the-Whole (“COW”) in the Village
Hall Board Room (40 East Center Avenue) on Monday, October 12, 2020. Village President O’Hara
called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
The following were present:
Village President:

Kathleen O’Hara

Trustees:

Barbara Ankenman
Regis Charlot
Mark Dewart
Joy Markee
William Meyer
Aaron Towle
Megan Michael, Village Clerk

Also Present:

Drew Irvin, Village Administrator
Peter Friedman, Village Attorney
Jeff Hansen, Village Engineer
Glen Cole, Assistant to the Village Administrator
Thomas Burke, Christopher B. Burke Engineering Ltd. (CBBEL)
Scott Griffith, Christopher B. Burke Engineering Ltd. (CBBEL)

President O’Hara said due to the COVID-19 emergency, this meeting will be held primarily virtually.
As required by law, at least one representative from the Village is present at Village Hall and the virtual
meeting will be simulcast for members of the public who do not wish to view the virtual meeting from
another location.
Non-Agenda Items and Visitors
President O’Hara stated the COW allocates 15 minutes for those individuals who would like the
opportunity to address the COW on any matter not listed on the agenda. There were no requests to
address the COW.
Consideration of the Minutes from the August 6, 2020 and August 10, 2020 Committee-of-theWhole Meetings
Trustee Markee moved to approve the August 6, 2020 and August 10, 2020 COW minutes. Trustee
Charlot seconded the motion. The motion passed on the following roll call vote:
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Ayes:
Nays:
Absent:

(6)
(0)
(0)

Ankenman, Charlot, Dewart, Markee, Meyer, and Towle

Presentation and Discussion Regarding Stormwater Utility
Village Administrator Irvin introduced Scott Griffith and Thomas Burke of Christopher B. Burke
Engineering Ltd. (CBBEL). He noted that CBBEL has performed a number of stormwater studies in the
Village and that the Village has retained CBBEL to study a possible stormwater utility as a dedicated
funding source for stormwater projects. Jointly, Mr. Griffith and Mr. Burke presented to the COW.
Presentation
Mr. Burke stated that the Village incurs a number of ongoing expenses for stormwater management,
including the cost of compliance with National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Phase
II regulations; maintaining Village-owned waterways; maintaining its storm sewer system; and capital
improvement. He said that, in Illinois, communities could pay these costs using dedicated home rule
taxes; special service areas that benefit from improvements; by imposing a stormwater utility fee; or by
contributing General Fund monies (the Village’s current funding strategy).
Mr. Burke said that this presentation would focus on the potential for a stormwater utility fee. Utility
fees are a reliable revenue source (little variation); are essentially a user fee paid by beneficiaries based
on their use; relies on equitable assessments of use/benefit; can be adjusted as the Village’s expenses
rise and fall; and can be applied to a variety of expenses including projects, maintenance, equipment,
and staff. About 1,900 jurisdictions in the U.S. use stormwater utility fees including 29 in Illinois.
Mr. Burke proceeded to describe the process for implementing a stormwater utility fee:
1. Evaluate Existing Data and Procedures, including the Village’s current project data and
GIS data.
2. Set Stormwater Budget, including separate budgets for programs (including regulatory
compliance) and special projects (such as capital improvements and studies). He said that
some communities direct all of their fee revenues to projects.
In response to a question from Trustee Dewart, Mr. Burke described the six minimum control
measures that the Village must undertake as part of operating a municipal storm sewer
pursuant to NPDES regulations including (i) public education and outreach; (ii) public
involvement and participation; (iii) detection and elimination of illicit discharges; (iv)
construction site runoff control; (v) post-construction best management practices; and (vi)
pollution prevention for municipal operations.
3. Determine Utility Rate. Mr. Burke described how an equivalent residential unit (ERU),
CBBEL’s recommended approach to assessing a stormwater utility fee, would be established
specific to Lake Bluff based on the measured square footage of impervious surface on a
sample of representative single-family lots. The ERU would then be used to determine how
much commercial properties would pay as a user fee as a multiple of the fee charged to
single-family residences. He provided an illustration of how various communities assess
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stormwater utility fees, including other fee structures that differ from the ERU method.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Conduct Education and Outreach.
Develop Ordinances and Policy Statements.
Determine Billing Procedures.
Develop Program, Policies, and Procedures.

Discussion
The COW began its discussion at the conclusion of Mr. Burke’s presentation slide regarding how to
calculate utility rates based on the ERU method.
Village Attorney Friedman stated that his firm represents the Village of Winnetka, including in a recent
court case protesting Winnetka’s imposition of a stormwater utility fee. He commented that the fee is a
function of population as well as each community’s capital program. Mr. Burke elaborated as to how
project demands drive the ERU calculation.
Trustee Towle commented on the difference between typical houses in Lake Bluff and some extreme
outliers such as estates. He asked how other communities handle these outliers. Mr. Burke commented
on different strategies that could be used and said that the Village had the discretion to, for example,
establish a minimum and maximum residential impervious area that would be considered as equal to 1
ERU when calculating the fee. Village Administrator Irvin emphasized that the Village had great
flexibility to be as broad or as specific as it wanted to be in establishing its own fee structure.
Trustee Meyer asked if the Village would provide fee credits for subdivisions and commercial
developments that had stormwater management (such as retention ponds) on site. Mr. Burke replied that
CBBEL had assisted in the development of utilities with and without such credits and that doing so was
not uncommon. He recommended that the Village ensure it only provide credits to developments that
meet current management standards. Village Attorney Friedman said that authorizing credits would
improve the defensibility of the utility fee in court in the event of a challenge. Trustee Towle
commented that these credits would encourage building these improvements (such as swales and rain
gardens) and would help improve the Village’s stormwater situation. Trustee Dewart said that semipervious design systems (such as for driveways) are another example.
Trustee Dewart asked how a utility fee structure may manage differences in topography, such as where a
downhill resident has a stormwater issue but not an uphill resident. Mr. Burke said that this dynamic was
typically not a consideration.
Trustee Ankenman asked how frequently ERU calculations must be refreshed and what the costs of
doing so would be. Mr. Burke replied that the best practice would be to update ERU calculations
incrementally concurrent with the issuance of building permits, and the Village would perhaps take a
broader look about every five years.
Trustee Charlot and Mr. Burke discussed how much comparable communities generate in total revenue
from their ERU fees.
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Trustee Meyer asked the Village Administrator how much the Village spends yearly in stormwater
expenses. Village Administrator Irvin replied that the amount varies greatly and that the Village has a
greater capacity to make infrastructure investments as a result of its land use decisions in recent years.
He said that the Village has engaged in estimating the annual contribution necessary for road and water
system reinvestment, but not for stormwater. He concluded by saying that Staff could prepare estimates
for consideration by the Finance Committee at a future date if the COW would refer this issue at the
conclusion of the presentation. Further conversation followed regarding various stormwater projects
completed or proposed.
Trustee Towle asked how a stormwater fee is usually billed. Mr. Burke replied that it was often applied
to a water bill quarterly.
Trustee Markee asked if schools and parks were typically exempt from the fee. Village Attorney
Friedman replied that these governmental entities do pay and often have large impervious areas. He
further said that, in Winnetka, the amount of the fee can be reduced to reflect the undertaking of joint
stormwater projects. Village Administrator Irvin stated that the Village itself pays a small amount of tax
annually to a drainage district.
Trustee Charlot asked what the reaction has been in communities that have adopted a stormwater utility
fee. Mr. Burke replied that people often understand the need once projects begin to be built.
Trustee Meyer asked if a stormwater utility fee would preclude the Village from establishing a special
service area. Village Attorney Friedman replied that it would not be legally precluded but would depend
on the purpose of the special service area.
Trustee Dewart commented on an article regarding the total revenues of one of the comparable
communities. Village Administrator Irvin replied that the revenues sought by the Village would depend
in part on how quickly the Village wishes to resolve long-standing stormwater issues.
Kathleen O’Hara asked if the consensus of the COW was to continue considering the establishment of a
stormwater utility fee and to refer this item to the Finance Committee for continued development. The
consensus of the COW was to proceed in this manner.
Trustee Towle expressed that he was sensitive to imposing additional taxes or fees, but said that these
are important capital improvement projects and that the Village’s investigation should continue. Trustee
Markee asked that the Finance Committee remain mindful of the expense that will be passed through to
residents by other governmental entities.
Village Administrator Irvin asked if the COW’s desire was to align the timing of this discussion
concurrent with the next annual budget. Village Attorney Friedman stated that the utility is established
simply by passing an ordinance. The consensus of the COW was to do so.
Trustee Charlot emphasized that the Village needs to be clear in how it establishes the needs to be met
by a utility fee. Trustee Dewart said that the Village has flexibility, over time, to adjust its program of
projects and the fee level it sets as circumstances change.
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Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was made by Trustee Towle and seconded by Trustee Ankenman. The meeting
adjourned at 6:55 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

___________________________
R. Drew Irvin
Village Administrator
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MEMORANDUM
Date:

January 6, 2021

To:

President O’Hara and Members of the Committee-of-the-Whole

From:

R. Drew Irvin, Village Administrator

Subject:

Discussion & Direction Regarding Pilot Programs

Absent any action of the Village Board three pilot programs (Short-Term Rentals, Back-Yard
Bee & Chicken Keeping Programs) will come to an end this March; prior to the sunset of these
programs, Village Staff is seeking direction as to how the Board wishes to move forward.
Short-Term Rentals (“STR”)
Following extensive public comment and engagement, the Village Board adopted a two year
pilot program authorizing STRs in the Village’s residential areas subject to licensure, inspection,
and various other regulations. The pilot program was set to expire on April 23, 2020. On
January 27, 2020, the Village Board’s Committee-of-the-Whole reviewed the pilot program and
reached a consensus to maintain the status quo and extend the pilot program by an additional
year in order to gather more information. Because the pilot program’s sunset date is codified
in the Zoning Code, increasing the length of the pilot program required a public hearing and
recommendation by the PCZBA. The PCZBA conducted its public hearing on Wednesday,
February 19 and unanimously (5-0) recommended approval. On a vote of 4-2 the Village Board
extended the pilot program by one year on March 9, 2020 to April 23, 2021. Since its
inception, the STR program has had very limited participation (only one license ever issued;
none current) and there are no updates from last year’s memo to the COW on the same topic
(no changes or updates in program costs or activity; see attachment #1).
Back-Yard Bee & Chicken Keeping Program (“BYBC”)
The Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee (“SEC”) prepared and
recommended draft pilot programs that allows the keeping of chickens and bee hives on
residential properties in the Village. The Village Board, meeting as the Committee-of-theWhole, reviewed and modified the draft programs at its November 13, 2017 and December 11,
2017 meetings resulting in a pilot programs with (i) a specific sunset date of March 1, 2021; (ii)
$50 annual fee (later changed by the Board to be a one-time fee); (iii) a limit of five pilot
permits at any one time; (iv) limit of no more than two permits per activity for lots smaller than
10,000 square feet and no permits for lots smaller than 7,000 square feet; (v) requirement that
the owner send notice via certified mail of the public meeting for the permit they are seeking
(later changed by the Board to Village provided notice); and (vi) registration with Illinois
Department of Agriculture (later changed by the Board to only demonstrate submittal). At
present there are four chicken permittees and zero bee permittees within the Village. There
have been no substantiated issues with the chicken keeping permits.
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Discussion
Village Staff anticipates the COW discussing these pilot programs and determining if they
should expire or be continued in some form. Some possible paths forward include but are not
limited to the following:
1. In light of the pandemic, continue all pilot programs and collect more experiential data
for a specific period of time (1 or 2 more years);
2. Refer the STR program to the PCZBA and the BYBC programs to the SEC for public
comment/recommendation before taking action;
3. Modify the BYBC to purely administrative (no SEC public meeting) and continue
indefinitely;
4. Allow the pilot programs to expire; and/or
5. Permanently adopt the pilot programs.
As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns at 847-283-6883.
Attachments:
1. January 22, 2020 Staff Memo RE: Discussion Regarding STR Regulations
2. April 9, 2018 VB Meeting Minutes where STR Regulations Considered
3. April 23, 2018 VB Meeting Minutes where STR Regulations Adopted
4. January 8, 2018 VB Meeting Minutes where BYBC Pilot Program Adopted
5. Previously provided memos RE the BYBC Programs with Public Comment
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VILLAGE OF LAKE BLUFF
MEMORANDUM
TO:

Lake Bluff President O’Hara and Village Board of Trustees

FROM:

R. Drew Irvin, Village Administrator

DATE:

January 22, 2020

SUBJECT:

Discussion Regarding Short-Term Rental Pilot Program

Situation
Following considerable discussion, debate and public comment, the Village Board voted (4-3) to initiate a 2-year
pilot program to evaluate new Short-term Rental (STR) regulations beginning on April 24, 2018. It is
recommended the Village Board begin its evaluation of the STR regulations now so as to have adequate time to
manage any request for information or referral to any advisory bodies.
STR Program (By the Numbers)
Max Number of Registered Rentals Permitted
Actual Number of Registered Rentals Permitted during Pilot to Date
Current Number of Registered Rentals
Number of Complaints Recorded by Police Related to STR during Pilot
Total Registration Fee Revenue to Date
Taxes submitted to Date
Cost of STR monitoring software subscription
Direct Enforcement Expenses (Prosecuting Attorney Fees) to Date

6
1
0
0
$250
$415.80
$3,000 ($1,500/year)
$585

As you may recall, other on-going pilot programs of the Village (back yard chicken and bee keeping) are for a
period of 3-years. Given the low number of STR registrations and limited data the Village Board may want to
extend the pilot program for another year and then revaluate.
Village Attorney Peter Friedman and Village Staff will be present to respond to any questions during Monday
night’s meeting.
Reports and Documents Attached:
1. An Ordinance Amending the Lake Bluff Zoning Regulations and the Lake Bluff Municipal Code to
Establish Short-Term Rental Regulations
2. 04/09/2018 and 04/23/2018 Village Board Meeting Minutes
3. 03/19/2018 PCZBA Meeting Minutes
4. PCZBA Informational Packet for the 3/19/2018 meeting (click here to view packet)

VILLAGE OF LAKE BLUFF
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION
Agenda Item: 15
Subject:

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BACKYARD BEEKEEPING PILOT PROGRAM

Action Requested:

APPROVAL OF THE RESOLUTION (Voice Vote)

Originated By:

SUSTAINABILITY AND COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT AD HOC COMMITTEE

Referred To:

VILLAGE BOARD

Summary of Background and Reason For Request:
The Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee (“SEC”) has prepared two draft pilot
programs that would allow the keeping of chickens and bee hives on residential properties in the Village, and
has recommended their adoption to the Village Board. The Board, as a Committee of the Whole, has reviewed
this item previously at its November 13, 2017 and December 11, 2017 meetings.
The attached Resolution authorizes the pilot program and includes the following changes since the Board’s
discussion at the December 11, 2017 Committee of the Whole:
•
•
•
•

Sunset Date: A sunset date of March 1, 2021. Including a sunset date is recommended by the Village
Attorney, and does not preclude the Village Board from repealing the program at an earlier date or extending
it to a later date.
Fee: An application fee of $50 due annually. Staff anticipates permittees would also be subject to standard
building permit fees.
Number of Permits: A limit of 5 pilot permits at any one time.
Lot Size: No more than 2 permits per activity for lots smaller than 10,000 square feet. No permits for lots
smaller than 7,000 square feet.

Reports and Documents Attached:
•
•

Subject Resolution
Written public comment received to date

Committee’s Recommendation:

Approval of the Resolution.

Village Administrator’s Recommendation:

Consideration of the Resolution.

Date Referred to Village Board:

1/8/2018

RESOLUTION NO. 2018 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BACKYARD BEE PILOT PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the Village of Lake Bluff (“Village”) is a home rule municipality in
accordance with Article VII, Section 6 of the Constitution of the State of Illinois of 1970; and,
WHEREAS, bees are beneficial to mankind by providing agricultural fruit and vegetable
pollination services in tandem with home garden vegetable and fruit production, and by furnishing
honey, beeswax and other useful products; and,
WHEREAS, bees can be maintained within populated areas in reasonable densities to
fill the ecological niche without causing a nuisance if the bees are properly located, managed and
maintained; and,
WHEREAS, the Village has prosecutorial discretion on whether to, and how to, enforce,
its local ordinances, regulations, and other laws (collectively, “Regulations”); and,
WHEREAS, notwithstanding anything contained in the Regulations to the contrary, the
Village Board desires to use the Village’s prosecutorial discretion and its home rule authority to create
a temporary pilot program to allow residents to keep bees on their properties pursuant to certain
criteria (“Pilot Program”); and,
WHEREAS, the Village finds that the creation of a Pilot Program is desirable and in the
best interest of the Village.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE PRESIDENT AND BOARD
OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF LAKE BLUFF, LAKE COUNTY, ILLINOIS as follows:
Section 1.

Recitals.

The foregoing recitals are hereby incorporated into, and made a part of, this Resolution
as the findings of the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of Lake Bluff.
Section 2.

Approval of Pilot Program.

The Village Board of Trustees hereby permits bees to be kept on property in the Village
pursuant to the following regulations:
A.

Permits:
1.

Purpose: Accessory bee permits are established to provide a mechanism for the
lawful keeping of bees that are uncommon in residential areas and that, if kept
improperly, would injure the public health, safety, comfort, convenience, and
general welfare. These regulations are explicitly adopted as a pilot program for
study, which may be modified or terminated by the Village Board of Trustees,
and no permit shall be construed as a vested right that would prevent the
modification of termination of this program or to otherwise keep the permitted
bees except in conformance with the requirements set forth herein.

2.

Permit Required: No person shall own, keep, possess, harbor, or offer refuge to
or for bees without first applying to and receiving an accessory bee permit.

3.

Number of Permits: The Village shall be authorized to issue no more than five
(5) permits outstanding at any one time. No more than two (2) accessory bee
permits shall be issued to lots less than 10,000 square feet in area.

4.

Eligibility: Only residents of single-family dwellings may apply for and receive
an accessory bee permit. No accessory bee permit shall be issued for a lot
smaller than 7,000 square feet in area.

5.

Permit Term: Accessory bee permits issued shall be valid from the date of
issuance until the next succeeding March 1 unless the permit or the Pilot
Program is terminated. Permits must be renewed annually.

6.

Application Fee: A non-refundable application fee of $50 shall accompany each
application. Said fee is imposed to defray the costs and expenses of the Village’s
consideration of the application, regardless of the ultimate approval or
disapproval of the permit sought.

7.

Transfer of Permit: Permits issued shall only be valid for the applicant listed on
the application. A new permit and application fee shall be required in the event
that an applicant or permittee moves to a new address or transfers the bees to a
person not already possessing the appropriate permit.

8.

Responsible Officer: The Village Administrator or his or her designee shall be
responsible for the review, issuance, enforcement, and revocation of accessory
bee permits.

9.

Advisory Review Required: Prior to reaching a decision upon an initial or
renewal application for an accessory bee permit, the Village Administrator shall
solicit the review and recommendation of the Sustainability and Community
Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee or another advisory body of the Village as to
whether the application should be approved or disapproved and as to what, if
any, protective conditions should be imposed upon the permit. The
recommendation shall occur after a public meeting held before the advisory
body, only after notice in a form prescribed by the Village is duly provided by the
applicant to adjoining property owners and residents by certified mail at least two
weeks in advance of the meeting. In reviewing the application and the proposed
permit, among other factors, the advisory body shall give due consideration to:
i.

General Standard: The extent that the application demonstrates the
applicant will provide adequately for the bees health, shelter, food, water,
yard conditions.

ii.

Compliance with the Regulations: The extent that the application
demonstrates that the applicant and the proposed activity will comply with
all additional standards imposed on it by Section 2.B of this Resolution.

iii.

Lot Size and Situation: The shape, size, and location of the lot, principal
structure, and bee-keeping area; and the extent that these conditions

tend to mitigate or exaggerate the potential that an adjoining property
owner or others may be negatively affected by the proposed beekeeping. The advisory body shall show preference to those applications
which demonstrate large lot sizes, screening, or other unique conditions
which minimize the aforesaid potential.
iv.

Prior Violations: If the applicant has been the subject of any valid
complaint documenting a violation of this Resolution or any nuisance,
property maintenance or animal control regulations contained in the
“Lake Bluff Municipal Code.”

v.

Experience or Training: The applicant’s training, education, or prior
experience in keeping bees.

vi.

Unique Health Circumstances: If residents of adjoining or nearby property
present evidence that they suffer from a health condition whereby the
proposed bee-keeping may pose a unique risk to their health.

vii.

Public Testimony: Testimony and other evidence received from the public
during the advisory body’s consideration of the application, to the extent
that such testimony concerns the specific circumstances of the
application and not the general propriety of the proposed activity.

10.

Inspection:
i.

Initial Inspection: An on-site inspection shall be performed prior to first
issuance of an accessory bee permit, and from time to time as described
herein. The applicant or permittee shall permit such inspection at
reasonable times and upon reasonable notice. Said consent to inspect is
a condition of any accessory animal permit, and refusal shall be cause for
rejection of an application or revocation of an accessory bee permit.

ii.

Additional Inspections: The Village Administrator may perform an
inspection of the property of an applicant or permittee for any of the
following reasons:
a)

The Village Administrator or his or her designee requires an
inspection as a condition of renewal of an accessory animal
permit;

b)

The applicant or permittee has received a citation for violation of
any provision of this Resolution or the “Lake Bluff Municipal Code”
related to bee-keeping within the preceding twelve (12) months;

c)

The Village has received a documented complaint concerning the
conditions of the permit, including the bees permitted or the
manner in which the bees are kept; or,

d)

iii.

B.

The Village has probable cause to believe a violation of this
Resolution or the “Lake Bluff Municipal Code” related to beekeeping exists.

Inspection Criteria: The inspection shall verify that the applicant or
permittee provides adequate shelter, food, water, yard condition, yard
security, and other necessary conditions to preserve the health of the
bees, and complies with the requirements of this Resolution. If any
deficiency of these conditions is found, the applicant or permittee must
correct such violation within such period of time as the Village shall direct.

11.

Protective Conditions: At the time of issuance or renewal, the Village
Administrator may impose specific conditions upon the recipient of an accessory
bee permit to prevent or minimize adverse effects upon other property in the
vicinity of the permitted activity. Such conditions shall be expressly set forth in
the permit. Violation of any such condition or limitation shall be a violation of the
regulations contained in this Resolution and shall constitute grounds for
revocation of the permit.

12.

Revocation: Any permit issued under the provisions of this chapter may be
revoked by the Village Administrator for a violation of any condition imposed
upon a permit, any provision hereof, or upon satisfactory proof that the permitted
activity was conducted in a manner detrimental to the public safety, health, or
morals. Such revocation may be in addition to the imposition of a fine or other
penalty for a violation of any provision of the “Lake Bluff Municipal Code,” and
shall be no defense to a prosecution for such violation.

13.

Appeal: In the event any applicant or permittee shall be refused a permit by the
Village Administrator, have their permit revoked, or shall feel otherwise
aggrieved, he or she shall have the right to appeal from the decision of the
Village Administrator to the Board of Trustees, which Board shall have the power
to reverse or otherwise modify the decision of the Village Administrator. Such
appeal shall be in writing, addressed to the President and Board of Trustees
setting forth in detail the grounds of such appeal.

Bee-Keeping Regulations:
1.

Limit Upon Number: No more than three hives may be kept upon a property
except where approved by resolution of the Village Board of Trustees.

2.

Hives:
i.

No hive shall be erected or maintained within five feet of any property
line, or within 10 feet of any sidewalk, path, or residence.

ii.

Hives must have removable combs that can be inspected.

iii.

Hives must be maintained in a sound and useable condition.

iv.

Hives shall only be erected or maintained in the rear yard and behind the
principal structure on the lot.

3.

Fences and Barriers:
i.

Enclosure: Except where a residential rear yard is fenced, an area no
less than 20 feet by 25 feet (20’x25’) shall be enclosed by fencing or a
hedge with a secure gate.

ii.

Flyway Barrier: A flyway barrier shall be maintained at least six feet in
height consisting of a solid wall, fence, dense vegetation or combination
thereof that is parallel to the property line and extends 10 feet beyond the
colony in each direction so that all bees are forced to fly at an elevation of
at least six feet above ground level over the property lines.

iii.

A single structure may satisfy both the enclosure and flyway barrier
requirements.

iv.

Signage shall be provided warning of the presence of a bee hive on the
property.

4.

Water: Each permittee must ensure that a convenient source of water is
available at all times to the bees so that the bees will not congregate at
swimming pools or other water sources where they may cause human, bird, or
domestic pet contact. The water shall be maintained so as not to become
stagnant.

5.

Queens: In any instance in which a colony exhibits unusually aggressive
characteristics by stinging or attempting to sting without due provocation, or
exhibits an unusual disposition towards swarming, the colony shall be requeened. Queens must be selected from stock bred for gentleness and nonswarming characteristics.

6.

State Registration: The hives maintained by the permittee shall be registered
with the Illinois Department of Agriculture, and proof of registration shall be
maintained on-site; unless the Department shall stop accepting residential hive
registrations.

Section 4.

Effective Date

This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by a vote the
Village Board of Trustees and approval in the manner required by law, and shall remain in effect until
the earlier of:
A.

March 1, 2021; or

B.

Until this Resolution is repealed.
[SIGNATURE PAGE FOLLOWS]

PASSED this ___day of _____________, 2018, by vote of the Board of Trustees of the Village
of Lake Bluff as follows:
AYES:
NAYS:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:

()
()
()
()

APPROVED this ___ day of _________________, 2018.

_______________________________
Village President
ATTEST:

_____________________________________
Village Clerk

#54873245_v1

Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Drew Irvin
Thursday, April 06, 2017 8:16 AM
Franco Bottalico; Glen Cole; Carol Weatherall
FW: Backyard Honey Bees and Chickens

Info report.
And, for SEC file
From: Michael Peters [mailto:mipeters64@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, April 05, 2017 8:09 PM
To: Drew Irvin
Subject: Backyard Honey Bees and Chickens

Drew,
I wish to express my support for the creation of pilot programs for the limited keeping of honey bees and
backyard chickens in residential areas of Lake Bluff. I would also like to thank the Sustainability and
Enhancement Committee for their work.
Can you please share this with President O'Hara and the Village Board?
Thank you.
Michael Peters
352 Park Lane

1

Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Nancy Thorner <nancycello1@comcast.net>
Monday, May 15, 2017 9:18 AM
Drew Irvin; Brandon Stanick; kohara65
ankenman, barbara; myata5; Sichrist310@comast.net; egrenier; williammeyer222;
jjosephitis
Nancy Thorner's take on Village issues of Chicken Coops, Beehives and Airbbnb

Dear Trustees, Village President, and Village administrators,
I couldn't contain my laughter when reading about this. Not only is Lake Bluff considering making the
family-oriented, safe-for-children Village of Lake Bluff into a farming community, but with the
consideration of Airbab, Lake Bluff also wants to be know as a commercial community. Which is it?
I hope neither, despite pressure that is coming from those on the Left who are attempting to pressure
towns and communities into satisfying their whims, caring nothing about the rest of the people in a
particular community or town.
The reason why such half-baked ideas are spreading is because those who manage and have a say
in what is happening in Lake Bluff and other communities don't have the guts to say NO to fringe
groups of individuals whose goal it is to change a community in which they live.
Shouldn't all Lake Bluffers have a say in such radical changes, instead of allowing fringe individuals to
get what they want as they attempt to speak for the entire community? I wasn't the least impressed
by any of the pro-Airbnb individuals who spoke at last Monday's board meeting. They were all pro
Airbnb because of their own selfish interests.

Lake Bluff Mulls Chicken Coops, Beehives
LAKE BLUFF — A program allowing residents to raise egg-laying chickens or maintain beehives in their
yards is under consideration in Lake Bluff. The village’s Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad...
Read More

ABOUT AIRBNB
http://realtormag.realtor.org/daily-news/2017/02/21/landlord-sues-airbnb-in-spat-oversubletting
http://money.cnn.com/2016/06/22/technology/airbnb-regulations/
Respectfully yours,
Nancy J. Thorner
331 E. Blodgett Ave.
Lake Bluff, IL 60044
(847) 295-1035
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Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Village of Lake Bluff
Wednesday, May 17, 2017 1:50 PM
Drew Irvin; Glen Cole
FW: Bee Hives and Chicken Coops and INCONSISTENCY...

From: Carl Castrogiovanni [mailto:carl.castrogiovanni@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, May 11, 2017 9:01 PM
To: Village of Lake Bluff <vlb@lakebluff.org>
Subject: Bee Hives and Chicken Coops and INCONSISTENCY...

So, Lake Bluff may allow chicken coops and bee hives, but you are currently considering severe
restrictions to short term rentals through Air BnB? I have no horse in any of those races (nothing
either for or against bees, chickens, or AirBnB), but this seems like inconsistent thinking. The fear of
short term rentals is that those renters would create nuisances, but so would chicken coops (odor,
sanitary risk & noise) and bee hives (danger from bee stings)! You want to “wheel this out slowly” to
see how it works, but won’t do that same "trial" for short term rentals? Again, I’m not taking sides, but
you should be ashamed for such capricious and arbitrary thinking…
Sincerely,
Carl Castrogiovanni
E. Washington Ave.
Lake Bluff
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Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Drew Irvin
Tuesday, June 06, 2017 10:17 AM
Franco Bottalico; Glen Cole
FW: Sent by Nancy Thorner: Do you really want to allow residents to keep chickens in
Lake Bluff?- Chickens and salmonella

For SEC and info report
From: Nancy Thorner [mailto:nancycello1@comcast.net]
Sent: Tuesday, June 06, 2017 9:54 AM
To: Drew Irvin; Brandon Stanick; Carol Weatherall; kohara65; barbara ankenman; myata5; egrenier; jjosephitis;
williammeyer222
Subject: Sent by Nancy Thorner: Do you really want to allow residents to keep chickens in Lake Bluff?- Chickens and
salmonella

Nancy Thorner sends some "food for thought."

http://www.denverpost.com/2017/06/05/backyard-chickens-salmonella/
A chicken wanders around the backyard of Clea Danaan’s home in Aurora in 2015.
By Karin Brulliard | The Washington Post
PUBLISHED: June 5, 2017 at 4:49 pm | UPDATED: June 6, 2017 at 7:38 am
America’s love affair with backyard chickens is a tad too intimate, and it’s making some of us sick.
Just this year, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says, eight separate salmonella
outbreaks linked to contact with pet poultry have taken place in the United States, sickening more
than 370 people in 47 states and hospitalizing 71.
No one has died in 2017 – yet. In 2016, a record 895 people who consorted with fowl came down with
the nausea, vomiting, abdominal cramps and fever that characterize this infection, and three of them
did not survive.
As backyard bird husbandry has spread throughout urban areas where poultry was previously
confined to the dinner plate, many owners have come to see the animals as less food source than
adored pet. A proposed ban on backyard flocks in Washington was recently scrapped after
passionate opposition from chicken owners, supporters and some city council members.
But in a new advisory on the current outbreaks, the CDC repeats that cohabitation with poultry is not
a good idea, no matter how cuddly and house-trained the birds might be. In particular, chickens,
geese and the like should not be in spots where food is prepared and consumed, because their
germs can transfer from feathers to casseroles and right into your gut.
The agency’s alert contains lots of other advice for keepers of flocks. Among the most important is
hand-washing or hand-sanitizing after touching poultry or fresh eggs, which can also carry bacteria.
1

But don’t wash the eggs, because cold water can push bacteria inside of them; instead, brush or wipe
them off.
Elderly people should not touch backyard birds, nor should small children, who are more likely to get
seriously ill from salmonella, the CDC says. This year, more than a third of those who got sick were
under 5.
And remember: Even the fluffiest, most huggable chickens can be regular disease traffickers.
“Chicks, ducklings and other live poultry that look healthy and clean can still carry Salmonella
bacteria,” the CDC said.
The salmonella outbreaks this year have hit hardest in Ohio, where 31 cases had been reported as of
May 25.
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Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Nancy Thorner <nancycello1@comcast.net>
Wednesday, June 07, 2017 12:06 PM
egrenier
Drew Irvin; Carol Weatherall; Kohara65@comcast.net; barbara ankenman; myata5;
jjosephitis; williammeyer222; Brandon Stanick
Thanks for your nice response to my message of yesterday, Eric, about allowing
residents to keep chickens in Lake Bluff -

Dear Eric,
Many thanks for responding back to me about the idea of keeping chickens in Lake Bluff. It was
appreciated.
I might think that it would require regulatory action, Eric. Keeping chicken does require space enough
to house chickens, such as in a chicken coup. They must also have some freedom to roam which
requires a certain amount of land. Where could this happen in Lake Bluff? There is also the smell
and the annoying clucking associated with chickens.
My father had a chicken coup when I was a young girl in the 1940's. The community where I lived as
a child was West Lawn, Pa., not much bigger than Lake Bluff, IL, and it still isn't. But my father also
had some roosters which would crow in the morning. This, more than anything else, caused the
Village of Lake Bluff to outlaw the raising of chickens. It still does! I do remember all the work
involved with keeping the chicken coup clean. Outside of the chicken coup was a fenced off area
where the chickens could go outside of the coup to roam. Eggs would be laid in the chicken coup.
In this day and age, there is so much emphasis on organic this and that, which is me is much about
nothing. There was an elderly woman at Jewel the other day who was looking to buy a chicken that
wasn't produced by a factory. By that she meant a free-roam chicken. I told her that she wasn't
going to find what she wanted at the Jewel. I have no idea where such a chicken could be found
unless you raised the chicken yourself to kill and eat.
Most likely the people who approached Lake Bluff with the idea of raising chickens are individuals
who insist on eating organic food and further believe that chickens and their eggs, free of anti-biotics,
etc., is the healthy way to go, just as many women have been convinced -- which is a fallacy -- that
food grown organically must be fed to their children. It's a big waste of money, and it's not any
healthier. I wrote a number of published articles on this topic, Eric.
I'm surprised that Lake Bluff has been approached by those who want to raise what undoubtedly are
free-range chickens. Chickens are being allowed in some communities in Illinois, but I would venture
that these communities have a fairly large population of Hispanics and other ethnic groups for whom
raising chicken is a part of their culture, and they have petitioned to raise chickens. Such ethnic
groups are absent from Lake Bluff.
For Lake Bluff, raising chickens must not be allowed. I certainly wouldn't want chickens clucking
around in the back yard next to me and perhaps somehow getting into my yard. They can fly up into
trees that aren't too high.
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Kindest regards,
Nancy

From: "egrenier" <egrenier@sbcglobal.net>
To: "Nancy Thorner" <nancycello1@comcast.net>
Sent: Tuesday, June 6, 2017 2:47:19 PM
Subject: RE: Sent by Nancy Thorner: Do you really want to allow residents to keep chickens in Lake
Bluff?- Chickens and salmonella
I'll be curious to know if this sort of thing inspires regulatory action. In the meantime, I have no interest
in chickens myself.
Ive looked at how cities who are allowing it are regulating it. No mention of salmonella risk. This from
the City of Cleveland Heights, OH:
http://www.clevelandheights.com/index.aspx?page=1280
Thanks for sending useful information, Nancy.
Eric Grenier

Sent from my Verizon 4G LTE smartphone

-------- Original message -------From: Nancy Thorner <nancycello1@comcast.net>
Date: 6/6/17 09:54 (GMT-06:00)
To: dirvin <dirvin@lakebluff.org>, bstanick <bstanick@lakebluff.org>, cweatherall
<cweatherall@lakebluff.org>, kohara65 <kohara65@comast.net>, barbara ankenman
<barbara.ankenman@gmail.com>, myata5 <myata5@yahoo.com>, egrenier
<egrenier@sbcglobal.net>, jjosephitis <jjosephitis@comcast.net>, williammeyer222
<williammeyer222@comcast.net>
Subject: Sent by Nancy Thorner: Do you really want to allow residents to keep chickens in Lake
Bluff?- Chickens and salmonella
Nancy Thorner sends some "food for thought."

http://www.denverpost.com/2017/06/05/backyard-chickens-salmonella/
A chicken wanders around the backyard of Clea Danaan’s home in Aurora in 2015.
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Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Village of Lake Bluff
Wednesday, September 06, 2017 9:43 AM
Drew Irvin; Glen Cole
FW: NYTimes: Backyard Chickens Carry a Hidden Risk: Salmonella

From: Cynthia Broten [mailto:crsdesigns2@comcast.net]
Sent: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 6:56 AM
To: Village of Lake Bluff <vlb@lakebluff.org>
Subject: Fwd: NYTimes: Backyard Chickens Carry a Hidden Risk: Salmonella

Dear Village Board;
As the Village considers allowing residents to have chickens in their yards, i think this article is worth reading. I
am opposed to allowing residents to raise chickens in the village for several reasons and this article from the
NY Times gives a very strong reason why this is a very bad idea. The Village Board needs to seriously consider
the possible health consequences of this action.
Regards,
Cynthia Broten
130 East Center Ave
Lake Bluff, Il 50044
Begin forwarded message:
From: Cynthia Broten <crsdesigns2@comcast.net>
Subject: NYTimes: Backyard Chickens Carry a Hidden Risk: Salmonella
Date: September 5, 2017 at 10:52:29 PM EDT
To: cindy broten <crsdesigns2@comcast.net>
Here's a story from The New York Times that I thought you'd find interesting:
More than 900 people have contracted it from backyard poultry this year — the highest number
ever — and the trend is expected to continue.
Read More...
Get The New York Times on your mobile device

Sent from my iPhone

1

Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Village of Lake Bluff <vlb@lakebluff.org>
Saturday, September 30, 2017 7:43 AM
Glen Cole
Contact Us Form

The following was submitted from the Contact form to Glen Cole:
Name: Susan Hetzel
E-Mail Address: suehetzel@sbcglobal.net
Message: Having bees or chickens requires a certain amount of land. Therefore, if an ordnance read that anyone
could keep either if they had an Acre or more of land and if the hives or chicken cages were at least 20 feet from
their property lines. That would seem fair to both owner and neighbor.
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Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Village of Lake Bluff <vlb@lakebluff.org>
Thursday, November 02, 2017 9:16 AM
Drew Irvin
Contact Us Form

The following was submitted from the Contact form to Drew Irvin:
Name: Albert Boese
E-Mail Address: boese4@comcast.net
Message: Is there a "Pilot" Program for Chicken and Bee Keeping in the Village? When did an idea become a
Pilot Program,?
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Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Village of Lake Bluff <vlb@lakebluff.org>
Sunday, November 05, 2017 1:24 PM
Kathy O'Hara
Contact Us Form

The following was submitted from the Contact form to Kathleen Ohara:
Name: Albert Boese
E-Mail Address: boese4@comcast.net
Message: Des Plaines has rejected an initiative for a pilot program for keeping chickens. This link relates to the
Town relevant meeting.
https://archivecenter.desplaines.org/weblink/1/doc/1408430/Page1.aspx

1

Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Village of Lake Bluff <vlb@lakebluff.org>
Sunday, November 05, 2017 1:33 PM
Wmeyer@lakebluff.org
Contact Us Form

The following was submitted from the Contact form to William Meyer:
Name: Albert Boese
E-Mail Address: boese4@comcast.net
Message: Why Desplaines said no thanks to chickens. I watched the video of their city council meeting. Many
council members cited the Lester Holt segment as reason to say no.
https://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/video/are-backyard-chicken-coops-causing-salmonella-outbreaks1030176323518
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Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Village of Lake Bluff
Monday, November 13, 2017 2:37 PM
Drew Irvin; Glen Cole
FW: Bring Chickens to Lake Bluff

From: Dylan Harmon [mailto:dwharmo2@illinois.edu]
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2017 2:36 PM
To: Village of Lake Bluff <vlb@lakebluff.org>
Subject: Bring Chickens to Lake Bluff
To whom it may concern,
I support the Village of Lake Bluff’s pilot program for chickens. It is evident that open communication and
education of uninformed claims are needed.

Ms. Briand claims that “all chickens come from large-scale hatcheries” and then tried to link this to cancer.
It is not a fact just like it is not a fact that milk or meat comes from the super market!
Chicks are part of nature and are made by a rooster fertilizing an egg. When the hen lays the egg she will
roost on it for 21 days ,until it hatches. Each year our schools’ science classes and museums hatch
chicks, some chicken owners hatch chicks and many organic farms hatch their own chicks and there are
many responsible humane hatcheries.
Egg production in chickens varies depending on breed, amount of daylight, food, health etc. The
production does slow after 2-3 years but it does continue for up to 5 years.
Cancer is a fact of life in humans, pets, and animals. Scientists does not know exactly why chickens get
cancer but believe it is generally a natural process of getting older. It is interesting that Ms. Briand seems
to know causes that scientists have not discovered.

Respectfully.
Dylan Harmon
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/smallflocks/FAQs.html#EggNumbers
http://www.oprah.com/health/dr-oz-answers-your-questions-health-advice-column/all

-Best,
Dylan Harmon

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign | Class of 2019
College of Engineering | Mechanical Engineering | Sustainability, Energy, and Environment Fellows Program
UIUC Dean's Student Advisory Committee | Undeclared Engineering Initiative
Urbana Sustainability Commission
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Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Drew Irvin
Thursday, November 16, 2017 5:08 PM
Barbara Ankenman (barbara.ankenman@gmail.com); Mark Dewart
(mark.dewart@abbott.com); Eric Grenier (egrenier@sbcglobal.net); 'Paul LeMieux'
(PLemieux@itechautomation.com); William Meyer (wmeyer0@chicagobooth.edu);
williammeyer222@comcast.net; Aaron Towle (towleam@gmail.com); Joy Markee
Kathleen O'Hara; Kathy O'Hara; Carol Weatherall; Glen Cole
FW: Process

Good evening, all:
Please see email exchange below regarding current discussions surrounding (i) Short Term Rental Regulations and (ii)
Backyard Bees and Chickens Pilot Programs.
Best,
Drew

R. Drew Irvin
Village Administrator
Village of Lake Bluff
40 East Center Avenue
Lake Bluff, Illinois 60044
O 847.283.6883
C 224.588.7807
F 847.234.7254
dirvin@lakebluff.org

From: Kathy OHara [mailto:kohara@lfschools.net]
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2017 11:02 AM
To: Pony Swanton <pony.7@comcast.net>
Subject: Re: Process

Pony. Thank you for your email. However I strongly believe in process driven decision making. Yes this takes
time but premature decisions are never wise and need to listen to various viewpoints. I don't think your 99
percent for one viewpoint would be correct.
This village has always hotly debated issues and will continue to do so. It is upon our residents to do so in a
respectful manner to each other
Sent from my iPhone
On Nov 15, 2017, at 10:36 AM, Pony Swanton <pony.7@comcast.net> wrote:
1

Village President
Board of Trustees

Lately, I have been hearing the word "process" from the Village
Board. This word has been used repeatedly in reference to two issues
currently unresolved in the Village. It is long past decision time and these
issues need to be resolved. The issues to which I am referring are: short
term rentals, and Pilot Program for chickens and bees. These issues have
been discussed and debated for months with no resolution. I think there
are simple solutions which could be quickly taken to resolve these
issues. Ninety-nine percent of Lake Bluff residents would be happy with
these resolutions. About one percent of residents appear to be driving
these issues.

Short term rentals. A simple ordinance that states rental allowances of one
year or longer are allowed in Lake Bluff. No special us permits, no
exceptions.

Pilot Program for chickens and bees. After the Committee of the Whole
meeting this past Monday, and after months of preparation, the
Sustainability Committee presented what turned out to be a canned
presentation. The Committee was vague, at best, with their answers to
Village Board and resident questions. It became obvious that the only plan
was "let's try it and see what happens"! There is an even simpler solution to
this issue. Advise the Committee immediately since there is no plan after
months of meetings, the Village Board is not interested in the committee
continuing and disband discussions of a Pilot Program.

There is a very bad vibe in the Village brought on by these two
issues. They are being allowed to fester because of lack of decision
making by the Village Board. The Holiday season is upon us and the
Village is usually in a happy spirit. Now it is neighbor against neighbor,
resident against resident over these two issues. In two weeks, there will be
another Board meeting. Let's resolve these two issues at that meeting, get
the yard signs down and enjoy the holidays as a united Village, and start
2018 with a clean slate.
2

Thank you.
Frank Swanton

Any communication sent or received by District 67 and/or District 115 is a public record and may be subject to
inspection or copying under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)

Any communication sent or received by District 67 and/or District 115 is a public record and may be subject to inspection or copying
under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
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Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pony Swanton <pony.7@comcast.net>
Thursday, November 16, 2017 5:19 PM
Glen Cole
Sustainability Committee

Glen,

I am assuming that you are the Staff representative to the Sustainability Committee,
therefore would you please forward my comments to the Committee. Today I received
an email from our County Representative, who incidentally, advised she was invited to
speak at last Mondays meeting by one of the Committee members. If some of her
comments were incorporated into the proposed Pilot Program I could probably become
neutral to the idea. Therefore may I suggest that the Committee add to their
discussions and Pilot Program proposal the following:

consent of the neighbors would be required for a permit

chickens and bees would be allowed on a minimum lot size of 10,000 sf

regular inspections (weekly) by the Village of applicants operations to assure that they
are in compliance with all rules and regulations

Last Mondays meeting left far to many questions vaguely answered, this could be a
good start to answering some of them.

Hope this is helpful. Have a great Thanksgiving.

Pony
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Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Drew Irvin
Tuesday, January 02, 2018 3:17 PM
Kathleen O'Hara; Kathy O'Hara; Barbara Ankenman (barbara.ankenman@gmail.com);
Mark Dewart (mark.dewart@abbott.com); Eric Grenier (egrenier@sbcglobal.net); 'Paul
LeMieux' (PLemieux@itechautomation.com); William Meyer (wmeyer0
@chicagobooth.edu); williammeyer222@comcast.net; Aaron Towle
(towleam@gmail.com); Joy Markee
Carol Weatherall; Glen Cole
FW: Chickens

Happy New Year, all!
Please see note below from Pony Swanton RE Backyard Chicken Keeping Pilot Program.
Best,
Drew

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Pony Swanton [mailto:pony.7@comcast.net]
Sent: Tuesday, January 2, 2018 12:53 PM
To: Drew Irvin <dirvin@lakebluff.org>
Subject: Re: Chickens
Drew, Would you please forward this email to the Village President and Village Board.
Ten reasons to not approve a Pilot Program for backyard chickens in Lake Bluff.
1. Basic Point ‐ There is no sustainability issue with chickens.
2. This program would be forced on neighbors, even though they may not want chickens next door to them.
3. Staff ‐ unnecessary work load on staff to administer/arbitrate/police the program.
4. Lot size ‐ 7000 sf is totally unacceptable and 10,000 sf is a stretch.
5. Coops five feet from lot line is unacceptable.
6. Size and shape of coops is arbitrary. (see staff photos ‐ one coop is a large shed and another coop, which appears to
be on the lot line is old and rickety).
7. Chickens will attract predators, think dog/cat/child.
8. Chickens are noisy and smell. (there was testimony by a farmer to this point).
9. I have been attending sustainability meetings since last summer on this subject. It is time the process ends and the
Board deny the program and charge the Committee to focus on real sustainability issues.
10. I have lived in Lake Bluff for fifty years and enjoy it as a residential community, chickens belong on farms and Lake
Bluff is not a farm community.
Thank you.
Frank Swanton
> On January 1, 2018 at 9:25 PM Drew Irvin <dirvin@lakebluff.org> wrote:
>
>
1

> Happy New Year, Pony! Yes—on 1/8/2018 @ 7 Village Board will consider authorizing backyard chicken and
beekeeping programs.
>
> All the best,
> Drew
>>
> > Sent from my iPhone
>>
> >> On Jan 1, 2018, at 4:57 PM, Frank Swanton <pony.7@comcast.net> wrote:
> >>
> >> Drew
> >> Happy New Year.
> >> I haven’t seen a meeting date posted for the Board to discuss the chicken pilot program. Is there a date set?
Thanks. Pony
> >>
> >> Sent from my iPhone

2

VILLAGE OF LAKE BLUFF
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION
Agenda Item: 16
Subject:

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BACKYARD CHICKEN PILOT PROGRAM

Action Requested:

APPROVAL OF THE RESOLUTION (Voice Vote)

Originated By:

SUSTAINABILITY AND COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT AD HOC COMMITTEE

Referred To:

VILLAGE BOARD

Summary of Background and Reason For Request:
The Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee (“SEC”) has prepared two draft pilot
programs that would allow the keeping of chickens and bee hives on residential properties in the Village, and
has recommended their adoption to the Village Board. The Board, as a Committee of the Whole, has reviewed
this item previously at its November 13, 2017 and December 11, 2017 meetings.
The attached Resolution authorizes the pilot program and includes the following changes since the Board’s
discussion at the December 11, 2017 Committee of the Whole:
•
•
•
•

Sunset Date: A sunset date of March 1, 2021. Including a sunset date is recommended by the Village
Attorney, and does not preclude the Village Board from repealing the program at an earlier date or extending
it to a later date.
Fee: An application fee of $50 due annually. Staff anticipates permittees would also be subject to standard
building permit fees.
Number of Permits: A limit of 5 pilot permits at any one time.
Lot Size: No more than 2 permits per activity for lots smaller than 10,000 square feet. No permits for lots
smaller than 7,000 square feet.

Reports and Documents Attached:
•
•

Subject Resolution
Written public comment received to date

Committee’s Recommendation:

Approval of the Resolution.

Village Administrator’s Recommendation:

Consideration of the Resolution.

Date Referred to Village Board:

1/8/2018

RESOLUTION NO. 2018 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BACKYARD CHICKEN PILOT PROGRAM
WHEREAS, the Village of Lake Bluff (“Village”) is a home rule municipality in
accordance with Article VII, Section 6 of the Constitution of the State of Illinois of 1970; and,
WHEREAS, there are certain environmental benefits associated with the keeping of
chickens, including the chickens' ability to provide a local, sustainable, and environmentally friendly
food source through eggs, and nitrogen rich plant fertilizer; and,
WHEREAS, chickens can be maintained within populated areas in reasonable densities
to fill the ecological niche without causing a nuisance if the chickens are properly located, managed
and maintained; and,
WHEREAS, the Village has prosecutorial discretion on whether to, and how to, enforce,
its local ordinances, regulations, and other laws (collectively, “Regulations”); and,
WHEREAS, notwithstanding anything contained in the Regulations to the contrary, the
Village Board desires to use the Village’s prosecutorial discretion and its home rule authority to create
a temporary pilot program to allow residents to keep chickens on their properties pursuant to certain
criteria (“Pilot Program”); and,
WHEREAS, the Village finds that the creation of a Pilot Program is desirable and in the
best interest of the Village.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE PRESIDENT AND BOARD
OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF LAKE BLUFF, LAKE COUNTY, ILLINOIS as follows:
Section 1.

Recitals.

The foregoing recitals are hereby incorporated into, and made a part of, this Resolution
as the findings of the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of Lake Bluff.
Section 2.

Approval of Pilot Program.

The Village Board of Trustees hereby permits chickens to be kept on property in the
Village pursuant to the following regulations:
A.

Permits:
1.

Purpose: Accessory chicken permits are established to provide a mechanism for
the lawful keeping of chickens that are uncommon in residential areas and that, if
kept improperly, would injure the public health, safety, comfort, convenience, and
general welfare. These regulations are explicitly adopted as a pilot program for
study, which may be modified or terminated by the Village Board of Trustees,
and no permit shall be construed as a vested right that would prevent the
modification of termination of this program or to otherwise keep the permitted
chickens except in conformance with the requirements set forth herein.

2.

Permit Required: No person shall own, keep, possess, harbor, or offer refuge to
or for chickens without first applying to and receiving an accessory chicken
permit.

3.

Number of Permits: The Village shall be authorized to issue no more than five
(5) permits outstanding at any one time. No more than two (2) accessory chicken
permits shall be issued to lots less than 10,000 square feet in area.

4.

Eligibility: Only residents of single-family dwellings may apply for and receive
an accessory chicken permit. No accessory chicken permit shall be issued for a
lot smaller than 7,000 square feet in area.

5.

Permit Term: Accessory chicken permits issued shall be valid from the date of
issuance until the next succeeding March 1 unless the permit or the Pilot
Program is terminated. Permits must be renewed annually.

6.

Application Fee: A non-refundable application fee of $50 shall accompany each
application. Said fee is imposed to defray the costs and expenses of the Village’s
consideration of the application, regardless of the ultimate approval or
disapproval of the permit sought.

7.

Transfer of Permit: Permits issued shall only be valid for the applicant listed on
the application. A new permit and application fee shall be required in the event
that an applicant or permittee moves to a new address or transfers the chickens
to a person not already possessing the appropriate permit.

8.

Responsible Officer: The Village Administrator or his or her designee shall be
responsible for the review, issuance, enforcement, and revocation of accessory
chicken permits.

9.

Advisory Review Required: Prior to reaching a decision upon an initial or
renewal application for an accessory chicken permit, the Village Administrator
shall solicit the review and recommendation of the Sustainability and Community
Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee or another advisory body of the Village as to
whether the application should be approved or disapproved and as to what, if
any, protective conditions should be imposed upon the permit. The
recommendation shall occur after a public meeting held before the advisory
body, only after notice in a form prescribed by the Village is duly provided by the
applicant to adjoining property owners and residents by certified mail at least two
weeks in advance of the meeting. In reviewing the application and the proposed
permit, among other factors, the advisory body shall give due consideration to:
i.

General Standard: The extent that the application demonstrates the
applicant will provide adequately for the chickens health, shelter, food,
water, yard conditions.

ii.

Compliance with the Regulations: The extent that the application
demonstrates that the applicant and the proposed activity will comply with
all additional standards imposed on it by Section 2.B of this Resolution.

iii.

Lot Size and Situation: The shape, size, and location of the lot, principal
structure, and chicken-keeping area; and the extent that these conditions
tend to mitigate or exaggerate the potential that an adjoining property
owner or others may be negatively affected by the proposed chickenkeeping. The advisory body shall show preference to those applications
which demonstrate large lot sizes, screening, or other unique conditions
which minimize the aforesaid potential.

iv.

Prior Violations: If the applicant has been the subject of any valid
complaint documenting a violation of this Resolution or any nuisance,
property maintenance or animal control regulations contained in the
“Lake Bluff Municipal Code.”

v.

Experience or Training: The applicant’s training, education, or prior
experience in keeping chickens.

vi.

Unique Health Circumstances: If residents of adjoining or nearby property
present evidence that they suffer from a health condition whereby the
proposed chicken-keeping may pose a unique risk to their health.

vii.

Public Testimony: Testimony and other evidence received from the public
during the advisory body’s consideration of the application, to the extent
that such testimony concerns the specific circumstances of the
application and not the general propriety of the proposed activity.

10.

Inspection:
i.

Initial Inspection: An on-site inspection shall be performed prior to first
issuance of an accessory chicken permit, and from time to time as
described herein. The applicant or permittee shall permit such inspection
at reasonable times and upon reasonable notice. Said consent to inspect
is a condition of any accessory animal permit, and refusal shall be cause
for rejection of an application or revocation of an accessory chicken
permit.

ii.

Additional Inspections: The Village Administrator may perform an
inspection of the property of an applicant or permittee for any of the
following reasons:
a)

The Village Administrator or his or her designee requires an
inspection as a condition of renewal of an accessory animal
permit;

b)

The applicant or permittee has received a citation for violation of
any provision of this Resolution or the “Lake Bluff Municipal Code”
related to chicken-keeping within the preceding 12 months;

c)

The Village has received a documented complaint concerning the
conditions of the permit, including the chickens permitted or the
manner in which the chickens are kept; or,

d)

iii.

B.

The Village has probable cause to believe a violation of this
Resolution or the “Lake Bluff Municipal Code” related to chickenkeeping exists.

Inspection Criteria: The inspection shall verify that the applicant or
permittee provides adequate shelter, food, water, yard condition, yard
security, and other necessary conditions to preserve the health of the
chickens, and complies with the requirements of this Resolution. If any
deficiency of these conditions is found, the applicant or permittee must
correct such violation within such period of time as the Village shall direct.

11.

Protective Conditions: At the time of issuance or renewal, the Village
Administrator may impose specific conditions upon the recipient of an accessory
chicken permit to prevent or minimize adverse effects upon other property in the
vicinity of the permitted activity. Such conditions shall be expressly set forth in
the permit. Violation of any such condition or limitation shall be a violation of the
regulations contained in this Resolution and shall constitute grounds for
revocation of the permit.

12.

Revocation: Any permit issued under the provisions of this chapter may be
revoked by the Village Administrator for a violation of any condition imposed
upon a permit, any provision hereof, or upon satisfactory proof that the permitted
activity was conducted in a manner detrimental to the public safety, health, or
morals. Such revocation may be in addition to the imposition of a fine or other
penalty for a violation of any provision of the “Lake Bluff Municipal Code,” and
shall be no defense to a prosecution for such violation.

13.

Appeal: In the event any applicant or permittee shall be refused a permit by the
Village Administrator, have their permit revoked, or shall feel otherwise
aggrieved, he or she shall have the right to appeal from the decision of the
Village Administrator to the Board of Trustees, which Board shall have the power
to reverse or otherwise modify the decision of the Village Administrator. Such
appeal shall be in writing, addressed to the President and Board of Trustees
setting forth in detail the grounds of such appeal.

Backyard Chicken Regulations:
1.

Limit Upon Number: No fewer than two adult chickens, and no more
than six, adult chickens may be owned by any permittee at any one time.

2.

Female Chickens: Only female chickens may be owned or maintained
on a permittee’s property.

3.

Sale of Eggs Prohibited: The permittee shall not sell eggs produced
upon the property.

4.

Slaughtering: No slaughtering of chickens shall occur in public view.

5.

Chicken Enclosure:

i.

Chickens shall be kept in a pen, coop, run, or chicken tractor.

ii.

No chicken enclosure shall be erected or maintained within 10
feet of any occupied residence other than that of the permittee.

iii.

Chicken enclosures shall only be erected or maintained in the rear
yard and behind the principal structure on the permittee’s lot.

iv.

Chicken enclosures shall provide at least four square feet of area
for each chicken housed.

v.

Chicken enclosures must be maintained in a sound and useable
condition.

vi.

Chicken enclosures must be constructed of sturdy and weatherresistant materials, such as, without limitation: sturdy wire, wood,
hardware cloth.

vii.

Chicken enclosures shall be resistant to predators. All access
doors must be able to be shut and locked. All opening windows
and vents must be covered with predator-proof wire with less than
one-inch openings.

6.

Open Space: Chickens shall be provided with adequate open space in
the form of either an enclosed chicken run or a yard fully enclosed by a
fence.

7.

Sanitation: The enclosure and open space must be kept clean and
sanitary at all times.

8.

Rodent Protection: All feed and other items associated with the keeping
of chickens shall be protected from or to prevent rats, mice, or other
rodents from gaining access to or coming into contact with the feed.

9.

Nuisances: No permittee shall permit:

10.

i.

Noxious or offensive odors from chicken-keeping, including the
odor of chickens or manure, to be perceptible at or beyond the
boundary of the permittee’s property;

ii.

Offensive noise from chickens that disturbs the peace at any time;
or

iii.

Any other public or private nuisance resulting from the permitted
activity, whether by litter, droppings, feathers, waste, or attraction
of pests or rodents.

State Registration: The permittee’s premises upon which chickens are
kept shall be registered with the Illinois Department of Agriculture, and

proof of registration shall be maintained on-site; unless the Department
shall stop accepting residential hive registrations.
Section 4.

Effective Date

This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by a vote the
Village Board of Trustees and approval in the manner required by law, and shall remain in effect until
the earlier of:
A.

March 1, 2021; or

B.

Until this Resolution is repealed.

PASSED this ___day of _____________, 2018, by vote of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Lake
Bluff as follows:
AYES:
NAYS:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:

()
()
()
()

APPROVED this ___ day of _________________, 2018.

_______________________________
Village President
ATTEST:

_____________________________________
Village Clerk

#54873245_v1

Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Drew Irvin
Thursday, April 06, 2017 8:16 AM
Franco Bottalico; Glen Cole; Carol Weatherall
FW: Backyard Honey Bees and Chickens

Info report.
And, for SEC file
From: Michael Peters [mailto:mipeters64@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, April 05, 2017 8:09 PM
To: Drew Irvin
Subject: Backyard Honey Bees and Chickens

Drew,
I wish to express my support for the creation of pilot programs for the limited keeping of honey bees and
backyard chickens in residential areas of Lake Bluff. I would also like to thank the Sustainability and
Enhancement Committee for their work.
Can you please share this with President O'Hara and the Village Board?
Thank you.
Michael Peters
352 Park Lane
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Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Nancy Thorner <nancycello1@comcast.net>
Monday, May 15, 2017 9:18 AM
Drew Irvin; Brandon Stanick; kohara65
ankenman, barbara; myata5; Sichrist310@comast.net; egrenier; williammeyer222;
jjosephitis
Nancy Thorner's take on Village issues of Chicken Coops, Beehives and Airbbnb

Dear Trustees, Village President, and Village administrators,
I couldn't contain my laughter when reading about this. Not only is Lake Bluff considering making the
family-oriented, safe-for-children Village of Lake Bluff into a farming community, but with the
consideration of Airbab, Lake Bluff also wants to be know as a commercial community. Which is it?
I hope neither, despite pressure that is coming from those on the Left who are attempting to pressure
towns and communities into satisfying their whims, caring nothing about the rest of the people in a
particular community or town.
The reason why such half-baked ideas are spreading is because those who manage and have a say
in what is happening in Lake Bluff and other communities don't have the guts to say NO to fringe
groups of individuals whose goal it is to change a community in which they live.
Shouldn't all Lake Bluffers have a say in such radical changes, instead of allowing fringe individuals to
get what they want as they attempt to speak for the entire community? I wasn't the least impressed
by any of the pro-Airbnb individuals who spoke at last Monday's board meeting. They were all pro
Airbnb because of their own selfish interests.

Lake Bluff Mulls Chicken Coops, Beehives
LAKE BLUFF — A program allowing residents to raise egg-laying chickens or maintain beehives in their
yards is under consideration in Lake Bluff. The village’s Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad...
Read More

ABOUT AIRBNB
http://realtormag.realtor.org/daily-news/2017/02/21/landlord-sues-airbnb-in-spat-oversubletting
http://money.cnn.com/2016/06/22/technology/airbnb-regulations/
Respectfully yours,
Nancy J. Thorner
331 E. Blodgett Ave.
Lake Bluff, IL 60044
(847) 295-1035
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Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Village of Lake Bluff
Wednesday, May 17, 2017 1:50 PM
Drew Irvin; Glen Cole
FW: Bee Hives and Chicken Coops and INCONSISTENCY...

From: Carl Castrogiovanni [mailto:carl.castrogiovanni@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, May 11, 2017 9:01 PM
To: Village of Lake Bluff <vlb@lakebluff.org>
Subject: Bee Hives and Chicken Coops and INCONSISTENCY...

So, Lake Bluff may allow chicken coops and bee hives, but you are currently considering severe
restrictions to short term rentals through Air BnB? I have no horse in any of those races (nothing
either for or against bees, chickens, or AirBnB), but this seems like inconsistent thinking. The fear of
short term rentals is that those renters would create nuisances, but so would chicken coops (odor,
sanitary risk & noise) and bee hives (danger from bee stings)! You want to “wheel this out slowly” to
see how it works, but won’t do that same "trial" for short term rentals? Again, I’m not taking sides, but
you should be ashamed for such capricious and arbitrary thinking…
Sincerely,
Carl Castrogiovanni
E. Washington Ave.
Lake Bluff
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Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Drew Irvin
Tuesday, June 06, 2017 10:17 AM
Franco Bottalico; Glen Cole
FW: Sent by Nancy Thorner: Do you really want to allow residents to keep chickens in
Lake Bluff?- Chickens and salmonella

For SEC and info report
From: Nancy Thorner [mailto:nancycello1@comcast.net]
Sent: Tuesday, June 06, 2017 9:54 AM
To: Drew Irvin; Brandon Stanick; Carol Weatherall; kohara65; barbara ankenman; myata5; egrenier; jjosephitis;
williammeyer222
Subject: Sent by Nancy Thorner: Do you really want to allow residents to keep chickens in Lake Bluff?- Chickens and
salmonella

Nancy Thorner sends some "food for thought."

http://www.denverpost.com/2017/06/05/backyard-chickens-salmonella/
A chicken wanders around the backyard of Clea Danaan’s home in Aurora in 2015.
By Karin Brulliard | The Washington Post
PUBLISHED: June 5, 2017 at 4:49 pm | UPDATED: June 6, 2017 at 7:38 am
America’s love affair with backyard chickens is a tad too intimate, and it’s making some of us sick.
Just this year, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says, eight separate salmonella
outbreaks linked to contact with pet poultry have taken place in the United States, sickening more
than 370 people in 47 states and hospitalizing 71.
No one has died in 2017 – yet. In 2016, a record 895 people who consorted with fowl came down with
the nausea, vomiting, abdominal cramps and fever that characterize this infection, and three of them
did not survive.
As backyard bird husbandry has spread throughout urban areas where poultry was previously
confined to the dinner plate, many owners have come to see the animals as less food source than
adored pet. A proposed ban on backyard flocks in Washington was recently scrapped after
passionate opposition from chicken owners, supporters and some city council members.
But in a new advisory on the current outbreaks, the CDC repeats that cohabitation with poultry is not
a good idea, no matter how cuddly and house-trained the birds might be. In particular, chickens,
geese and the like should not be in spots where food is prepared and consumed, because their
germs can transfer from feathers to casseroles and right into your gut.
The agency’s alert contains lots of other advice for keepers of flocks. Among the most important is
hand-washing or hand-sanitizing after touching poultry or fresh eggs, which can also carry bacteria.
1

But don’t wash the eggs, because cold water can push bacteria inside of them; instead, brush or wipe
them off.
Elderly people should not touch backyard birds, nor should small children, who are more likely to get
seriously ill from salmonella, the CDC says. This year, more than a third of those who got sick were
under 5.
And remember: Even the fluffiest, most huggable chickens can be regular disease traffickers.
“Chicks, ducklings and other live poultry that look healthy and clean can still carry Salmonella
bacteria,” the CDC said.
The salmonella outbreaks this year have hit hardest in Ohio, where 31 cases had been reported as of
May 25.
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Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Nancy Thorner <nancycello1@comcast.net>
Wednesday, June 07, 2017 12:06 PM
egrenier
Drew Irvin; Carol Weatherall; Kohara65@comcast.net; barbara ankenman; myata5;
jjosephitis; williammeyer222; Brandon Stanick
Thanks for your nice response to my message of yesterday, Eric, about allowing
residents to keep chickens in Lake Bluff -

Dear Eric,
Many thanks for responding back to me about the idea of keeping chickens in Lake Bluff. It was
appreciated.
I might think that it would require regulatory action, Eric. Keeping chicken does require space enough
to house chickens, such as in a chicken coup. They must also have some freedom to roam which
requires a certain amount of land. Where could this happen in Lake Bluff? There is also the smell
and the annoying clucking associated with chickens.
My father had a chicken coup when I was a young girl in the 1940's. The community where I lived as
a child was West Lawn, Pa., not much bigger than Lake Bluff, IL, and it still isn't. But my father also
had some roosters which would crow in the morning. This, more than anything else, caused the
Village of Lake Bluff to outlaw the raising of chickens. It still does! I do remember all the work
involved with keeping the chicken coup clean. Outside of the chicken coup was a fenced off area
where the chickens could go outside of the coup to roam. Eggs would be laid in the chicken coup.
In this day and age, there is so much emphasis on organic this and that, which is me is much about
nothing. There was an elderly woman at Jewel the other day who was looking to buy a chicken that
wasn't produced by a factory. By that she meant a free-roam chicken. I told her that she wasn't
going to find what she wanted at the Jewel. I have no idea where such a chicken could be found
unless you raised the chicken yourself to kill and eat.
Most likely the people who approached Lake Bluff with the idea of raising chickens are individuals
who insist on eating organic food and further believe that chickens and their eggs, free of anti-biotics,
etc., is the healthy way to go, just as many women have been convinced -- which is a fallacy -- that
food grown organically must be fed to their children. It's a big waste of money, and it's not any
healthier. I wrote a number of published articles on this topic, Eric.
I'm surprised that Lake Bluff has been approached by those who want to raise what undoubtedly are
free-range chickens. Chickens are being allowed in some communities in Illinois, but I would venture
that these communities have a fairly large population of Hispanics and other ethnic groups for whom
raising chicken is a part of their culture, and they have petitioned to raise chickens. Such ethnic
groups are absent from Lake Bluff.
For Lake Bluff, raising chickens must not be allowed. I certainly wouldn't want chickens clucking
around in the back yard next to me and perhaps somehow getting into my yard. They can fly up into
trees that aren't too high.
1

Kindest regards,
Nancy

From: "egrenier" <egrenier@sbcglobal.net>
To: "Nancy Thorner" <nancycello1@comcast.net>
Sent: Tuesday, June 6, 2017 2:47:19 PM
Subject: RE: Sent by Nancy Thorner: Do you really want to allow residents to keep chickens in Lake
Bluff?- Chickens and salmonella
I'll be curious to know if this sort of thing inspires regulatory action. In the meantime, I have no interest
in chickens myself.
Ive looked at how cities who are allowing it are regulating it. No mention of salmonella risk. This from
the City of Cleveland Heights, OH:
http://www.clevelandheights.com/index.aspx?page=1280
Thanks for sending useful information, Nancy.
Eric Grenier

Sent from my Verizon 4G LTE smartphone

-------- Original message -------From: Nancy Thorner <nancycello1@comcast.net>
Date: 6/6/17 09:54 (GMT-06:00)
To: dirvin <dirvin@lakebluff.org>, bstanick <bstanick@lakebluff.org>, cweatherall
<cweatherall@lakebluff.org>, kohara65 <kohara65@comast.net>, barbara ankenman
<barbara.ankenman@gmail.com>, myata5 <myata5@yahoo.com>, egrenier
<egrenier@sbcglobal.net>, jjosephitis <jjosephitis@comcast.net>, williammeyer222
<williammeyer222@comcast.net>
Subject: Sent by Nancy Thorner: Do you really want to allow residents to keep chickens in Lake
Bluff?- Chickens and salmonella
Nancy Thorner sends some "food for thought."

http://www.denverpost.com/2017/06/05/backyard-chickens-salmonella/
A chicken wanders around the backyard of Clea Danaan’s home in Aurora in 2015.
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Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Village of Lake Bluff
Wednesday, September 06, 2017 9:43 AM
Drew Irvin; Glen Cole
FW: NYTimes: Backyard Chickens Carry a Hidden Risk: Salmonella

From: Cynthia Broten [mailto:crsdesigns2@comcast.net]
Sent: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 6:56 AM
To: Village of Lake Bluff <vlb@lakebluff.org>
Subject: Fwd: NYTimes: Backyard Chickens Carry a Hidden Risk: Salmonella

Dear Village Board;
As the Village considers allowing residents to have chickens in their yards, i think this article is worth reading. I
am opposed to allowing residents to raise chickens in the village for several reasons and this article from the
NY Times gives a very strong reason why this is a very bad idea. The Village Board needs to seriously consider
the possible health consequences of this action.
Regards,
Cynthia Broten
130 East Center Ave
Lake Bluff, Il 50044
Begin forwarded message:
From: Cynthia Broten <crsdesigns2@comcast.net>
Subject: NYTimes: Backyard Chickens Carry a Hidden Risk: Salmonella
Date: September 5, 2017 at 10:52:29 PM EDT
To: cindy broten <crsdesigns2@comcast.net>
Here's a story from The New York Times that I thought you'd find interesting:
More than 900 people have contracted it from backyard poultry this year — the highest number
ever — and the trend is expected to continue.
Read More...
Get The New York Times on your mobile device

Sent from my iPhone
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Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Village of Lake Bluff <vlb@lakebluff.org>
Saturday, September 30, 2017 7:43 AM
Glen Cole
Contact Us Form

The following was submitted from the Contact form to Glen Cole:
Name: Susan Hetzel
E-Mail Address: suehetzel@sbcglobal.net
Message: Having bees or chickens requires a certain amount of land. Therefore, if an ordnance read that anyone
could keep either if they had an Acre or more of land and if the hives or chicken cages were at least 20 feet from
their property lines. That would seem fair to both owner and neighbor.
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Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Village of Lake Bluff <vlb@lakebluff.org>
Thursday, November 02, 2017 9:16 AM
Drew Irvin
Contact Us Form

The following was submitted from the Contact form to Drew Irvin:
Name: Albert Boese
E-Mail Address: boese4@comcast.net
Message: Is there a "Pilot" Program for Chicken and Bee Keeping in the Village? When did an idea become a
Pilot Program,?
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Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Village of Lake Bluff <vlb@lakebluff.org>
Sunday, November 05, 2017 1:24 PM
Kathy O'Hara
Contact Us Form

The following was submitted from the Contact form to Kathleen Ohara:
Name: Albert Boese
E-Mail Address: boese4@comcast.net
Message: Des Plaines has rejected an initiative for a pilot program for keeping chickens. This link relates to the
Town relevant meeting.
https://archivecenter.desplaines.org/weblink/1/doc/1408430/Page1.aspx
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Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Village of Lake Bluff <vlb@lakebluff.org>
Sunday, November 05, 2017 1:33 PM
Wmeyer@lakebluff.org
Contact Us Form

The following was submitted from the Contact form to William Meyer:
Name: Albert Boese
E-Mail Address: boese4@comcast.net
Message: Why Desplaines said no thanks to chickens. I watched the video of their city council meeting. Many
council members cited the Lester Holt segment as reason to say no.
https://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/video/are-backyard-chicken-coops-causing-salmonella-outbreaks1030176323518

1

Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Village of Lake Bluff
Monday, November 13, 2017 2:37 PM
Drew Irvin; Glen Cole
FW: Bring Chickens to Lake Bluff

From: Dylan Harmon [mailto:dwharmo2@illinois.edu]
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2017 2:36 PM
To: Village of Lake Bluff <vlb@lakebluff.org>
Subject: Bring Chickens to Lake Bluff
To whom it may concern,
I support the Village of Lake Bluff’s pilot program for chickens. It is evident that open communication and
education of uninformed claims are needed.

Ms. Briand claims that “all chickens come from large-scale hatcheries” and then tried to link this to cancer.
It is not a fact just like it is not a fact that milk or meat comes from the super market!
Chicks are part of nature and are made by a rooster fertilizing an egg. When the hen lays the egg she will
roost on it for 21 days ,until it hatches. Each year our schools’ science classes and museums hatch
chicks, some chicken owners hatch chicks and many organic farms hatch their own chicks and there are
many responsible humane hatcheries.
Egg production in chickens varies depending on breed, amount of daylight, food, health etc. The
production does slow after 2-3 years but it does continue for up to 5 years.
Cancer is a fact of life in humans, pets, and animals. Scientists does not know exactly why chickens get
cancer but believe it is generally a natural process of getting older. It is interesting that Ms. Briand seems
to know causes that scientists have not discovered.

Respectfully.
Dylan Harmon
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/smallflocks/FAQs.html#EggNumbers
http://www.oprah.com/health/dr-oz-answers-your-questions-health-advice-column/all

-Best,
Dylan Harmon

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign | Class of 2019
College of Engineering | Mechanical Engineering | Sustainability, Energy, and Environment Fellows Program
UIUC Dean's Student Advisory Committee | Undeclared Engineering Initiative
Urbana Sustainability Commission
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Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Drew Irvin
Thursday, November 16, 2017 5:08 PM
Barbara Ankenman (barbara.ankenman@gmail.com); Mark Dewart
(mark.dewart@abbott.com); Eric Grenier (egrenier@sbcglobal.net); 'Paul LeMieux'
(PLemieux@itechautomation.com); William Meyer (wmeyer0@chicagobooth.edu);
williammeyer222@comcast.net; Aaron Towle (towleam@gmail.com); Joy Markee
Kathleen O'Hara; Kathy O'Hara; Carol Weatherall; Glen Cole
FW: Process

Good evening, all:
Please see email exchange below regarding current discussions surrounding (i) Short Term Rental Regulations and (ii)
Backyard Bees and Chickens Pilot Programs.
Best,
Drew

R. Drew Irvin
Village Administrator
Village of Lake Bluff
40 East Center Avenue
Lake Bluff, Illinois 60044
O 847.283.6883
C 224.588.7807
F 847.234.7254
dirvin@lakebluff.org

From: Kathy OHara [mailto:kohara@lfschools.net]
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2017 11:02 AM
To: Pony Swanton <pony.7@comcast.net>
Subject: Re: Process

Pony. Thank you for your email. However I strongly believe in process driven decision making. Yes this takes
time but premature decisions are never wise and need to listen to various viewpoints. I don't think your 99
percent for one viewpoint would be correct.
This village has always hotly debated issues and will continue to do so. It is upon our residents to do so in a
respectful manner to each other
Sent from my iPhone
On Nov 15, 2017, at 10:36 AM, Pony Swanton <pony.7@comcast.net> wrote:
1

Village President
Board of Trustees

Lately, I have been hearing the word "process" from the Village
Board. This word has been used repeatedly in reference to two issues
currently unresolved in the Village. It is long past decision time and these
issues need to be resolved. The issues to which I am referring are: short
term rentals, and Pilot Program for chickens and bees. These issues have
been discussed and debated for months with no resolution. I think there
are simple solutions which could be quickly taken to resolve these
issues. Ninety-nine percent of Lake Bluff residents would be happy with
these resolutions. About one percent of residents appear to be driving
these issues.

Short term rentals. A simple ordinance that states rental allowances of one
year or longer are allowed in Lake Bluff. No special us permits, no
exceptions.

Pilot Program for chickens and bees. After the Committee of the Whole
meeting this past Monday, and after months of preparation, the
Sustainability Committee presented what turned out to be a canned
presentation. The Committee was vague, at best, with their answers to
Village Board and resident questions. It became obvious that the only plan
was "let's try it and see what happens"! There is an even simpler solution to
this issue. Advise the Committee immediately since there is no plan after
months of meetings, the Village Board is not interested in the committee
continuing and disband discussions of a Pilot Program.

There is a very bad vibe in the Village brought on by these two
issues. They are being allowed to fester because of lack of decision
making by the Village Board. The Holiday season is upon us and the
Village is usually in a happy spirit. Now it is neighbor against neighbor,
resident against resident over these two issues. In two weeks, there will be
another Board meeting. Let's resolve these two issues at that meeting, get
the yard signs down and enjoy the holidays as a united Village, and start
2018 with a clean slate.
2

Thank you.
Frank Swanton

Any communication sent or received by District 67 and/or District 115 is a public record and may be subject to
inspection or copying under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)

Any communication sent or received by District 67 and/or District 115 is a public record and may be subject to inspection or copying
under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
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Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pony Swanton <pony.7@comcast.net>
Thursday, November 16, 2017 5:19 PM
Glen Cole
Sustainability Committee

Glen,

I am assuming that you are the Staff representative to the Sustainability Committee,
therefore would you please forward my comments to the Committee. Today I received
an email from our County Representative, who incidentally, advised she was invited to
speak at last Mondays meeting by one of the Committee members. If some of her
comments were incorporated into the proposed Pilot Program I could probably become
neutral to the idea. Therefore may I suggest that the Committee add to their
discussions and Pilot Program proposal the following:

consent of the neighbors would be required for a permit

chickens and bees would be allowed on a minimum lot size of 10,000 sf

regular inspections (weekly) by the Village of applicants operations to assure that they
are in compliance with all rules and regulations

Last Mondays meeting left far to many questions vaguely answered, this could be a
good start to answering some of them.

Hope this is helpful. Have a great Thanksgiving.

Pony

1

Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Drew Irvin
Tuesday, January 02, 2018 3:17 PM
Kathleen O'Hara; Kathy O'Hara; Barbara Ankenman (barbara.ankenman@gmail.com);
Mark Dewart (mark.dewart@abbott.com); Eric Grenier (egrenier@sbcglobal.net); 'Paul
LeMieux' (PLemieux@itechautomation.com); William Meyer (wmeyer0
@chicagobooth.edu); williammeyer222@comcast.net; Aaron Towle
(towleam@gmail.com); Joy Markee
Carol Weatherall; Glen Cole
FW: Chickens

Happy New Year, all!
Please see note below from Pony Swanton RE Backyard Chicken Keeping Pilot Program.
Best,
Drew

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Pony Swanton [mailto:pony.7@comcast.net]
Sent: Tuesday, January 2, 2018 12:53 PM
To: Drew Irvin <dirvin@lakebluff.org>
Subject: Re: Chickens
Drew, Would you please forward this email to the Village President and Village Board.
Ten reasons to not approve a Pilot Program for backyard chickens in Lake Bluff.
1. Basic Point ‐ There is no sustainability issue with chickens.
2. This program would be forced on neighbors, even though they may not want chickens next door to them.
3. Staff ‐ unnecessary work load on staff to administer/arbitrate/police the program.
4. Lot size ‐ 7000 sf is totally unacceptable and 10,000 sf is a stretch.
5. Coops five feet from lot line is unacceptable.
6. Size and shape of coops is arbitrary. (see staff photos ‐ one coop is a large shed and another coop, which appears to
be on the lot line is old and rickety).
7. Chickens will attract predators, think dog/cat/child.
8. Chickens are noisy and smell. (there was testimony by a farmer to this point).
9. I have been attending sustainability meetings since last summer on this subject. It is time the process ends and the
Board deny the program and charge the Committee to focus on real sustainability issues.
10. I have lived in Lake Bluff for fifty years and enjoy it as a residential community, chickens belong on farms and Lake
Bluff is not a farm community.
Thank you.
Frank Swanton
> On January 1, 2018 at 9:25 PM Drew Irvin <dirvin@lakebluff.org> wrote:
>
>
1

> Happy New Year, Pony! Yes—on 1/8/2018 @ 7 Village Board will consider authorizing backyard chicken and
beekeeping programs.
>
> All the best,
> Drew
>>
> > Sent from my iPhone
>>
> >> On Jan 1, 2018, at 4:57 PM, Frank Swanton <pony.7@comcast.net> wrote:
> >>
> >> Drew
> >> Happy New Year.
> >> I haven’t seen a meeting date posted for the Board to discuss the chicken pilot program. Is there a date set?
Thanks. Pony
> >>
> >> Sent from my iPhone

2

