VILLAGE OF LAKE BLUFF
SUSTAINABILITY AND COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT AD HOC COMMITTEE
Tuesday, August 25, 2020
6:00 P.M.
Village Hall Board Room
40 East Center Avenue
Due to the COVID-19 emergency, this meeting will be held primarily virtually. As required by law, at least one
representative from the Village will be present at the Village Hall Board Room and the virtual meeting will be simulcast
for members of the public who do not wish to view the virtual meeting from another location. The Board Room can only
accommodate 13 people, including members of the public body and Village staff, while maintaining the six feet of
social distance between individuals required by Executive Order 2020-43. Accordingly, the opportunity to view the
virtual meeting at Village Hall is available on a “first come, first-served” basis.
Members of the public may view and participate in the meeting via:
Online (strongly recommended): lakebluff.org/VirtualSEC
Dial-in: (312) 626-6799. Enter meeting ID 846 2308 2714. Press # when prompted for a Participant ID.
The meeting will be live-streamed at lakebluff.org/Channel19 and broadcast live on Comcast Channel 19. Once
available, a recording of the meeting will be posted on the Village website and periodically rebroadcast on Channel 19.

SPECIAL MEETING NOTICE & AGENDA
1. Call To Order
2. Roll Call
3. Consideration of the February 27, 2020 Sustainability and Community Enhancement Committee
(SEC) Special Meeting Minutes
4. Non-Agenda Items and Visitors (Public Comment)
The Co-Chairs will allocate fifteen (15) minutes during this item for those individuals who would like
the opportunity to address the Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee on any
matter not listed on the agenda. Each person addressing the Sustainability and Community
Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee is asked to limit their comments to a maximum of five (5) minutes.
5. General Business
The Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee will entertain requests from
anyone present to modify the order of business to be conducted.
a) Backyard Chicken Application –463 Green Bay Road (Amy Lucas)
6.
7.
8.
9.

Village Staff Report
Member’s Report
Co-Chair’s Report
Adjournment

The Village of Lake Bluff is subject to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Individuals with
disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe
and/or participate in this meeting, or who have questions regarding accessibility of the meeting or the facilities, are
requested to contact Glen Cole at (847) 234-0774 or TDD number 234-2153 promptly to allow the Village of Lake Bluff
to make reasonable accommodations.

VIDEO MEETING GUIDE
Format: Our goal is to provide a meeting that is as similar as possible to an
in-person experience. Members of the public will be given opportunities to
speak at the start of the meeting and before each agenda item.
We will use Zoom Webinars for this meeting. In this product:
•

Panelists (Trustees, Staff, etc.) control their own ability to speak and transmit video.

•

Attendees (members of the public) can see the meeting, but cannot transmit audio or video
unless recognized by the chair. (See below for how to be recognized.)

•

One or more staff members will act as hosts and help organize the meeting.

•

An online guide to using Zoom is available here. Please know that the Village cannot provide
technical support. You should test your ability to use Zoom ahead of time.

•

Ideally, all participants should join using the Zoom application so that they can experience
the full meeting. While participants may call-in, this is a lower quality experience.

•

All participants should use their real name (first and last) to identify themselves
in the meeting. People using aliases or pseudonyms will not be recognized.

•

All participants should stay muted unless they are actively speaking.
Your mute may be enabled remotely if you are echoing or transmitting background noise.

•

Elected officials participating with video should keep their video enabled at all times.
Village Staff should disable their video unless they are participating in a discussion.

•

In Lake Bluff meetings, text chat and private messaging features are disabled.

Rules:

Public Participation: To participate in the meeting, members of the public can:
•

Submit a comment or question using Zoom’s Q&A feature. Written items will
be read aloud and answered as necessary. You can also ask to be recognized
by the chair. You will be able to speak directly to the Board and may choose
to send video.

•

Phone users can dial *9 and will be placed into a queue to be recognized by the chair.

•

Email comments in advance to vlb@lakebluff.org. Emails should list the meeting and date in
the subject line (e.g. “April 13 Village Board meeting”) and should identify the author by
name. Emails will be shared electronically, and those that are 200 words or shorter will
generally be read aloud by a staff member during the appropriate comment period.
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Village of Lake Bluff – Video Meeting Guide
Technical setup. The ideal attendee has:
•
•
•

Device: The ability to transmit and receive video.
Audio: Clear audio that does not echo or transmit background noise.
Connection: A stable, high-quality internet connection.
Device

Audio

Connection

Ideal

Zoom app on a
desktop or laptop

A headset
with microphone

Wired connection
via Ethernet

Okay

Zoom app on a
mobile phone or tablet
Calling into
conference line
(without Zoom app)

Not
ideal

•
Tips

•

Use a stable surface so
that your video doesn’t
move or shake.
Have a “boring”
background that isn’t
distracting (e.g. others
moving around).

A headset
(using built-in microphone)

Connected wirelessly
via WiFi

Using a phone to dial in
Computer speakers
(using built-in microphone)

Connected via 4G / LTE
(cellular data)

Speakerphone on phone

Using a phone to dial in
•

•
•

Pick a quiet place as
your workspace.
Keep yourself muted
when you are not talking.

•

If you have to use WiFi,
try to pick a workspace
close to your router.
Discourage other
household members from
streaming video during
the meeting.

Tips:
•

You will appear more natural if you look
directly at your camera when speaking. It may
help you to put your camera near your monitor.

•

While muted, you can hold the spacebar to
unmute yourself temporarily (push-to-talk, like
a walkie talkie). It will mute you again as soon
as you release the spacebar.

•

If you do not have a headset, you can use the
Zoom application on your PC but dial-in using
your phone. This will let you see and share
video, and also let you control if you are muted
using your PC. This may reduce echo and
background noise for those individuals without
headsets.
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Joining via video but using a phone call for audio.

Village of Lake Bluff – Video Meeting Guide
Frequently Asked Questions
Q:

How do I participate in a meeting?

A:

If you would like to participate in the meeting live, a URL will be listed on the top of the agenda
that will invite you to join the meeting via Zoom. You can also dial-in using the phone number
shown on the agenda, but this is a lower quality experience.
You can also watch the meeting live at lakebluff.org/channel19 or by turning on Comcast
Channel 19. Meetings are rebroadcast periodically.

Q:

How do I submit a public comment?

A:

An opportunity is provided for the public to comment on each agenda item before the Board
votes. Additionally, a time is provided early in the agenda to address the Board regarding any
matters not on the agenda. To submit a comment:
Via Zoom. Submit a comment or question using Zoom’s Q&A feature. Written items
will be read aloud and answered as necessary. You can also ask to be recognized by the
chair.
Via Phone. If you are participating by phone, you can dial *9 and be recognized by the
chair.
Via Email. Finally, you can email comments in advance to vlb@lakebluff.org. Emails
should list the meeting and date in the subject line (e.g. “April 13 Village Board
meeting”) and should identify the author by name. Emails will be shared electronically,
and those that are 200 words or shorter will generally be read aloud by a staff member
during the appropriate comment period.

Q:

How do I get technical support?

A:

Unfortunately, the Village cannot provide technical support. An online guide to using Zoom is
available here. Make sure to test your ability to use Zoom ahead of time. If you are unable to use
Zoom, you may use the call-in number, live stream link, and/or submit questions via e-mail.
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VILLAGE OF LAKE BLUFF
SUSTAINABILITY AND COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT AD HOC COMMITTEE
SPECIAL MEETING
February 27, 2020
6:30 P.M.
Village Hall Board Room
40 East Center Avenue
DRAFT MEETING MINUTES
1. Call to Order
The Village of Lake Bluff Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee
(SEC) met on February 27, 2020 in the Village Hall Board Room (40 E. Center Avenue) at 6:35
p.m. and the following members were present:
2. Roll Call
Present:

Marina Carney Puryear, Co-Chair
Brian Rener, Co-Chair
Leslie Bishop
Sophia Twichell

Absent:

Anne Sorensen

Also Present:

Glen Cole, Assistant to the Village Administrator (AVA)
John Scopelliti, Administrative Intern (AI)

3. Consideration of the February 3, 2020 Special Meeting Minutes
Member Twichell moved to approve the February 3, 2020 SEC Meeting Minutes. Co-Chair
Puryear seconded the motion. The motion passed on a unanimous voice vote.
4. Non-Agenda Items and Visitors
Co-Chair Puryear stated that the SEC allocates 15 minutes for those individuals who would like
the opportunity to address the SEC on any matter not listed on the agenda.
There were no requests to address the SEC for items not on the agenda.
5. Order of the Meeting
The Co-Chairs will entertain requests from anyone present on the order of business to be
conducted during the Meeting.
There was no request to change the order of the meeting.
6. General Business
a) Backyard Chicken Application Renewals
1.
Renewal review of Nancy and George Drowne, 517 Lincoln Avenue

1

AVA Cole stated that the Village’s backyard chicken pilot program requires that backyard
chicken permits be renewed annually by the Village Administrator after a public review and
upon the recommendation of the SEC. He stated that the Drowne family could not be present, but
provided a brief overview.
Member Bishop moved to recommend that the Village Administrator renew a Backyard Chicken
Permit for the Drownes, as they have satisfied the standards for the SEC’s Advisory Review.
Member Twichell seconded the motion. The motion passed on a unanimous voice vote.
2.
Renewal review of Robin McAfee and Marina Puryear, 100 East North Avenue/36
East North Avenue
AVA Cole stated that the Village’s backyard chicken pilot program requires that backyard
chicken permits be renewed annually by the Village Administrator after a public review and
upon the recommendation of the SEC. Co-Chair Puryear noted that she was a holder of this
permit and would abstain from voting. The permittees made a brief presentation.
Member Twichell moved to recommend that the Village Administrator renew a Backyard
Chicken Permit for the McAfees/Puryears, as they have satisfied the standards for the SEC’s
Advisory Review. Member Bishop seconded the motion. The motion passed on a unanimous
voice vote with Co-Chair Puryear abstaining.
7. Village Staff Report
AVA Cole reported on the conclusion of work by the Beach Erosion Ad Hoc Committee and the
schedule for the Village’s upcoming downtown bicycle rack installation in fiscal year 20202021.
8. Member’s Report
9. Co-Chair’s Report
Co-Chair Rener discussed his firm’s current work studying storm damage for the City of
Chicago, including a shoreline survey and mitigation recommendations. He said that the Village
and other communities will have to adapt to these same challenges in the future.
The group discussed the SEC’s current vacancies, including a vacant position typically held by a
local high school student.
Member Twichell provided a report on the Lake Bluff Garden Club’s improvements to
Washington Park, as well as the tentative date of their ribbon cutting.
10. Adjournment
As no further business came before the SEC, Co-Chair Puryear moved to adjourn the meeting at
7:09 p.m. Member Bishop seconded the motion. The motion passed on a unanimous voice vote.
Respectfully Submitted,
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___________________
Glen Cole
Assistant to the Village Administrator
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MEMORANDUM
Date:

August 21, 2020

To:

Co-Chair Rener, Co-Chair Puryear and SEC Members

From:

Glen Cole, Assistant to the Village Administrator

Subject:
Backyard Chicken Application – 463 Green Bay Road (Lucas)
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Staff recently learned of an unlicensed chicken coop at 463 Green Bay Road that may have been established
inadvertently. Staff has worked with the chicken-keeper in question to prepare the attached application. The
coop in question would need to be improved to be predator-proof – which the homeowner states she is planning
to do – but otherwise appears to comply with the other requirements of the pilot program.
The Village’s backyard chicken pilot program requires that, as amended:
“Prior to reaching a decision upon an […] application for an accessory chicken permit, the Village
Administrator shall solicit the review and recommendation of the Sustainability and Community
Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee or another advisory body of the Village as to whether the application
should be approved or disapproved and as to what, if any, protective conditions should be imposed upon
the permit. The recommendation shall occur after a public meeting held before the advisory body, only
the Village provides notice to adjoining property owners and residents via first class mail at least two
weeks in advance of the meeting.”
The Village provided notice via mail to adjoining property owners and residents as required by the pilot
programs and received the attached correspondence.
One of the criteria for the review of these permits is whether or not “the applicant has been the subject of any
valid complaint documenting a violation of the program or any nuisance, property maintenance or animal
control regulations contained in the Lake Bluff Municipal Code.” A review of the Village’s records found the
attached police reports. None resulted in the issuance of a written warning or ticket.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
SEC’s Authority:
The SEC should, one at a time, consider the renewal applications. After accepting public comment, the SEC
should take one of the following actions for each application:
•

If more information is required, continue their consideration to a date certain to allow the Applicant
to provide additional information; or,

•

If more information is not require, hold a roll call vote to:
o

Recommend the Village Administrator approve the license, with or without any special
conditions: “I move to recommend that the Village Administrator issue a Backyard Chicken
Permit to <name>, as they have satisfied the standards for the SEC’s Advisory Review.”

o Recommend the Village Administrator deny the license:
“I move to recommend that the Village Administrator deny a Backyard Chicken Permit to
<name>, as they have failed to [cite specific standard(s)], as required by the standards for
the SEC’s Advisory Review.”
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Attachments:
• Criteria from Backyard Chicken Application Packet.
• Application.
• Correspondence.
• Police records.
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SEC’s Criteria for Applicant Review
Backyard Pilot Program Application
Village of Lake Bluff, Illinois
General Standard: The extent that the application demonstrates the applicant will
provide adequately for health, shelter, food, water, and yard conditions.
Compliance with the Regulations: The extent that the application demonstrates
that the applicant and the proposed activity will comply with all additional standards imposed on it (see
subsequent page of Chicken-Specific or Bee-Specific Regulations).
Lot Size and Situation: The shape, size, and location of the lot, principal structure, and keeping area; and
the extent that these conditions tend to mitigate or exaggerate the potential that an adjoining property
owner or others may be negatively affected by the proposed keeping. The advisory body shall show
preference to those applications which demonstrate large lot sizes, screening, or other unique conditions
which minimize the aforesaid potential.
Prior Violations: If the applicant has been the subject of any valid complaint documenting a violation of
the program or any nuisance, property maintenance or animal control regulations contained in the Lake
Bluff Municipal Code.
Experience or Training: The applicant’s training, education, or prior experience in keeping the animal
requested.
Unique Health Circumstances: If residents of adjoining or nearby property present evidence that they
suffer from a health condition whereby the proposed keeping may pose a unique risk to their health.
Public Testimony: Testimony and other evidence received from the public during the advisory body’s
consideration of the application, to the extent that such testimony concerns the specific circumstances of
the application and not the general propriety of the proposed activity.
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Chicken-Specific Regulations
Backyard Pilot Program Application
Village of Lake Bluff, Illinois
Eligibility: Only residents of single-family dwellings may apply. No permit shall be
issued for a lot smaller than 7,000 square feet in area. No more than two (2) permits
shall be issued to lots less than 10,000 square feet in area.
Limit Upon Number: No fewer than two adult chickens, and no more than six, adult chickens may be
owned by any permittee at any one time.
Female Chickens: Only female chickens may be owned or maintained on a permittee’s property.
Sale of Eggs Prohibited: The permittee shall not sell eggs produced upon the property.
Slaughtering: No slaughtering of chickens shall occur in public view.
Chicken Enclosure:
i.

Chickens shall be kept in a pen, coop, run, or chicken tractor.

ii.

No chicken enclosure shall be erected or maintained within 10 feet of any occupied residence
other than that of the permittee.

iii.

Chicken enclosures shall only be erected or maintained in the rear yard and behind the
principal structure on the permittee’s lot.

iv.

Chicken enclosures shall provide at least four square feet of area for each chicken housed.

v.

Chicken enclosures must be maintained in a sound and useable condition.

vi.

Chicken enclosures must be constructed of sturdy and weather-resistant materials, such as,
without limitation: wire, wood, hardware cloth.

vii.

Chicken enclosures shall be resistant to predators. All access doors must be able to be shut
and locked. All opening windows and vents must be covered with predator-proof wire with
less than one-inch openings.

Open Space: Chickens shall be provided with adequate open space in the form of either an enclosed
chicken run or a yard fully enclosed by a fence.
Sanitation: The enclosure and open space must be kept clean and sanitary at all times.
Rodent Protection: All feed and other items associated with the keeping of chickens shall be protected
from or to prevent rats, mice, or other rodents from gaining access to or coming into contact with the feed.
Nuisances: No permittee shall permit:
i.

Noxious or offensive odors from chicken-keeping, including the odor of chickens or manure,
to be perceptible at or beyond the boundary of the permittee’s property;

ii.

Offensive noise from chickens that disturbs the peace at any time; or

iii.

Any other public or private nuisance resulting from the permitted activity, whether by litter,
droppings, feathers, waste, or attraction of pests or rodents.

State Registration: The permittee’s premises upon which chickens are kept shall be registered with the
Illinois Department of Agriculture, and proof of registration shall be maintained on-site; unless the
Department shall stop accepting residential hive registrations.
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Backyard Pilot Program Application
VHlage of Lake Bluff, Illinois

Amy Lucas

Name:

989-506-3297

Phone:

.

NORTH SHORE LIFE

LAKE ILUFF' STYLE

a~yru7:1sx4@Qmail.com

E-mail:

Site Address:

463 Green Bay road

Site PIN:

•

Animal requested (select one):

Bees

Attach, at ,a minimum, the following:
A statement (one page or less) describing why you wish to pursue this activity; how you will
ensure that adjacent properties are not inconvenienced; and describing any relevant experience or
training you have. Refer to the Criteria for Applicant Review on the next page.
A site plan showing where the shelter, fencing, signage, etc. will be erected.
Note the distances separating these structures from rear and side lot lines.
(You may use a survey ofyour property, or refer to Lake Countv Maps for a map to sketch upon.)
Attach a drawing of any shelter you plan to build, or a catalog page of any pre-fabricated shelter
you intend to purchase.

My initials on each One indicate that I understand and agree to abide by the following conditions:
I authorize Village officials to inspect the shelter and living conditions of these animals.
I will ensure that the animals will be kept and maintained at all times in a safe and
sanitary manner and will not, at any time, constitute or contribute to a public nuisance.

{JJc: I will ensure that the animals do not violate the animal control ordinances of Lake Bluff. I will

()!:=~

not allow them to run at large, emit disturbing noises or odors, or otherwise disturb the peace.
I will notify the Village if there are substantial changes to the shelter arrangements described
herein.

If my property is subject to private deed restrictions, covenants, or conditions,
said documents do not prohibit the activities allowed by this permit.

In accordance with the Lake Bluff Municipal Code, I will continue to meet all of the foregoing conditions
and requirements. I hereby swear or affirm that all information in this application is, to the best of my
knowledge and belief, true and correct.

Signature

7/7~bo?fi
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AUGUST 22, 2020
Glen Cole, Assistant to the Village Administrator
40 East Center Avenue, Lake Bluff, IL 60044
Dear Glen,

We are in receipt of your letter regarding the chicken permit review process for Amy Lucas. We are objecting to
the issuance of this permit for the following reasons:
1.

2.

3.

463 Green Bay Rd. has shown a constant disregard for their animals and neighbors over the last two years.
They have two dogs that aggressively bark all day, which is highly disruptive to the neighborhood. In fact,
while we haven’t called the police, in an effort to directly discuss with them, many neighbors have called in
complaints regarding their animals. We encourage the administrator to investigate those complaints. One
dog in particular, barks at children who are trying to play in their own backyard. This pattern of ignoring
existing animals will extend to any additional animals on her property. We have no confidence that the
chickens will not create an additional nuisance for the neighborhood.

463 Green Bay Road, among other homes in the area, has extensive water drainage problems. The water from
this yard runs directly down grade and significantly pools at the property line, which in turn washes directly
into the backyard of 460 Pine Court and 466 Pine Court. The homeowners at those residences installed, per
village approval with the city engineer, pumps to move pooling water to the Pine Ct. street, to avoid yard and
home flooding, but water still ultimately enters all the property and pools. The residences have worked with
463 Green Bay Road to take on their excess water to attempt to alleviate the problem for all impacted
residences. If a coop is present in this scenario, the excess water will contain chicken waste which will cause
an uninhabitable scenario in our yards. This problem is further compounded by the fact that there are twelve
children on the block under the age of 10 that regularly play in the yards and street where chicken waste will
be present. Salmonella, campylobacteriosis, and avian influenza viruses are known to be associated with
chicken coops, so allowing one to be present, with waste flowing into yards and streets, will create a public
health danger to the residents living closely together.
We also have concerns about a chicken coop drawing in predators so close to other homes and property.
There are multiple dogs of all sizes that live around the area, so there may be a legitimate issue with having
prey animals, dogs and wild predators located so close to other residences.

In sum, while we applaud the Village for looking into ways to improve the land and environment, we feel a chicken
coop in the scenario at issue is highly inappropriate and dangerous. Green Bay Rd. and Pine Court simply do not

have enough land spacing to justify such a permit approval, especially given the nuisance and health/safety
concerns voiced by the following residents listed below.
Thank You,

Adam Bautista and Megan Bautista (466 Pine Ct.)

Matthew Cyr and Michelle Kohut (460 Pine Ct.)
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CAD Narrative
01/08/2020 : 13:35:04 tserdar Narrative: Officer responded to 463 Green Bay Rd. for a barking dog complaint. Upon arrival officer
observed the dogs to be inside the residence, and only barked upon officer's approach. No violations were observed. Serdar 130
01/08/2020 : 13:21:59 jkniskern Narrative: NO CALLER TO BE SEEN
01/08/2020 : 13:20:26 jkniskern Narrative: DOG BARKING FOR OVER AN HOUR
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CAD Narrative
12/27/2017 : 15:39:50 rbrezinski Narrative: Officer responded to 463 Green Bay Road for a report of a black lab in the back yard
barking. Officer arrived on scene and could hear the dog barking from the street. Officer met with the resident and advised of the
complaint, the resident agreed to bring the dog in the house. No further assistance was needed and officer cleared. 125 Brezinski
12/27/2017 : 15:22:21 sbrown Narrative: CALLER FEARS IT IS TOO COLD FOR THE DOG TO BE OUT
12/27/2017 : 15:22:13 sbrown Narrative: LARGE BLACK DOG
12/27/2017 : 15:22:07 sbrown Narrative: DOG IS OUT SIDE THE HOUSE AND BARKING
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CAD Narrative
09/09/2017 : 23:48:43 egehrke Narrative: Officer responded to 463 Green Bay Road for a report by a refused complainant of a dog
barking for over 20 minutes. Officer met with the homeowener who said he had fallen asleep and will let the dog in. No further service
required and Officer cleared. Gehrke #129
09/09/2017 : 23:25:49 jcossarek Narrative: NO SEE CALLER
09/09/2017 : 23:25:26 jcossarek Narrative: DOG BARKING FOR 20 MINS
09/09/2017 : 23:25:21 jcossarek Narrative: HOUSE TO THE NORTH
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