VILLAGE OF LAKE BLUFF
SUSTAINABILITY AND COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT AD HOC COMMITTEE
Monday, July 1, 2019
7:00 P.M.
Village Hall Board Room
40 East Center Avenue
MEETING NOTICE & AGENDA
1. Call To Order
2. Roll Call
3. Consideration of the June 3, 2019 Sustainability and Community Enhancement Committee (SEC)
Meeting Minutes
4. Non-Agenda Items and Visitors (Public Comment)
The Co-Chairs will allocate fifteen (15) minutes during this item for those individuals who would like
the opportunity to address the Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee on any
matter not listed on the agenda. Each person addressing the Sustainability and Community
Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee is asked to limit their comments to a maximum of five (5) minutes.
5. Order of the Meeting
The Co-Chairs will entertain requests from anyone present on the order of business to be conducted
during the Meeting.
6. General Business
The Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee will entertain requests from
anyone present to modify the order of business to be conducted.
a)
b)
c)
d)

Puryear / McAfee Chicken Pilot Program Application
SEC Work Plan Priorities
Communication Plan
Dark Sky Ordinance Introduction

7. Village Staff Report
8. Member’s Report
9. Co-Chair’s Report
10. Adjournment

The Village of Lake Bluff is subject to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Individuals with
disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe
and/or participate in this meeting, or who have questions regarding accessibility of the meeting or the facilities, are
requested to contact Glen Cole at (847) 234-0774 or TDD number 234-2153 promptly to allow the Village of Lake Bluff
to make reasonable accommodations.

VILLAGE OF LAKE BLUFF
SUSTAINABILITY AND COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT AD HOC COMMITTEE
SPECIAL MEETING
June 3, 2019
7:00 P.M.
Village Hall Board Room
40 East Center Avenue
DRAFT MEETING MINUTES
1. Call to Order
The Village of Lake Bluff Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee
(SEC) met on June 3, 2019 in the Village Hall Board Room (40 E. Center Avenue) at 7:01
p.m. and the following members were present:
2. Roll Call
Present:

Marina Puryear, Co-Chair
Leslie Bishop
Anne Sorensen
Sophia Twichell
Emma Johnson

Absent:

Nan Patterson
Brian Rener, Co-Chair

Also Present:

Glen Cole, Assistant to the Village Administrator (AVA)
John Scopelliti, Administrative Intern (AI)

3. Consideration of the May 6, 2019 Regular Meeting Minutes
Member Sorensen moved to approve the May 6, 2019 SEC Meeting Minutes. Member
Johnson seconded the motion. The motion passed on a unanimous voice vote.
4. Non-Agenda Items and Visitors
Co-Chair Rener stated that the SEC allocates 15 minutes for those individuals who would
like the opportunity to address the SEC on any matter not listed on the agenda.
Karon Wilcox, 41 West Sheridan Place, approached the podium. She stated that the
Sustainability Plan had been brought to her attention via a Facebook posting. She stated that
she read through the draft and she saw that there were some pages of what residents can do
to address sustainable practices within the community. She stated that within the report,
there are no costs provided, and she was curious as to if these types of ideas would make a
difference in the Village. She stated that she wanted to know if the tax-payers are paying
more, what it will be costing the residents.
Co-Chair Puryear stated that she wanted to know if Ms. Wilcox could give the committee an
example of a topic she is interested in learning more about.
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Ms. Wilcox stated that she is interested in the stormwater management portion of the
sustainability plan. She stated that she couldn’t attend the League of Women Voters session
regarding stormwater management. She stated that she lives in the terraces and they
encounter many problems there with stormwater, her house particularly deals with the
stormwater drains always being full and overflowing onto her property. She stated that she
has done a good amount of research on this issue and she is becoming more and more
hopeless in her mind that this problem will ever be fixed. She stated that from what she read,
home values drop 25%, based off a study completed for Cook County. She stated that Lake
County has referenced this report as well on their website. She stated that right there is a
major red flag, and she has had her home recently appraised, after she found this research,
and it was quiet shocking to see that her home value had dropped by 25% indeed. She stated
that when we are looking at the list of main importance for the Village like solid waste and
energy conservation -- if home values are dropping she would appeal her taxes, her
neighbors would appeal their taxes, and property values would go down. She stated that she
understands solid waste management as the committee is trying to encourage people to
recycle, but how is that affecting us as a community other than feeling good about it?
Co-Chair Puryear stated that we pay to have our garbage removed so therefore, on some
level, which accounts for some part of our tax bill. She stated that Member Bishop can
probably speak to this as well, but, we are reducing the amount that is going into the landfill,
which we then charge less for the service so there should be a difference shown at some
point, not immediately.
Member Twichell stated that we are running out of landfill space in Lake County.
Ms. Wilcox stated she was curious if there is somewhere that she can look to review these
statistics.
Co-Chair Puryear stated that the best source would be SWALCO (Solid Waste Agency of
Lake County). Ms. Wilcox asked if SWALCO will be charging the Village more down the
road or are there ways to cut back on the cost to then pass down to the resident or would
residents be charged more due to the premium of disposal. A brief discussion commenced.
Co-Chair Puryear asked Ms. Wilcox how long she has been a resident of Lake Bluff. She
stated that she has been a resident for three years. Co-Chair Puryear stated that she was on
the Village Board six years ago and they worked to change our waste management service
from in-house at Lake Bluff to Groot. She stated that this was a cost reduction. She stated
that this decision was one the Village made to try and become more fiscally responsible. CoChair Puryear stated that Member Twichell can speak to this but if you put in your recycling
one piece of contaminated garbage, you have wrecked the entirety of everything collected
and what anyone else has collected. Co-Chair Puryear stated that a lot of this education and
that’s what this committee is here for to educate the public and there are programs.
Member Twichell stated that you pay more for how contaminated the waste stream is. A
brief discussion commenced.
Co-Chair Puryear stated that SWALCO should be able to answer any questions Ms. Wilcox
has as they came to this committee two years ago and addressed the “demographics of
garbage” within the Village. She stated that the information presented was both outstanding
and eye-opening.
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Ms. Wilcox stated that she is concerned about where our priorities are and what will make
the biggest impact from a financial standpoint in the Village of Lake Bluff. She stated that
now she understands the charge occurred for dirty recycling, she will be more aware as to
what she is putting in her bins. She stated that this education piece is something that we
don’t need to spend a lot of money on but is possibly something that can be collaborated
with the Eco-Club at LBES or in a newsletter. She stated that overall, she would like to see
more of a cost-benefit analysis as to what will make a difference within the Village without
over-paying for it.
Member Sorensen stated that over the last few years we have certainly had some stormwater
presentations and the Village has certainly been walking through this, as has Ms. Wilcox,
but she stated that it may be beneficial for Ms. Wilcox to go to the League of Women Voters
website to watch the recorded video of the stormwater presentation.
Member Bishop stated that what we have found here with the land, especially on the
terraces, and the amount of rain that we are getting now that we do need to make changes
and the place to go for that is for zoning with the PCZBA. She stated that the goal of this
committee is to make the environment viable for future generations to come so that they can
have fresh water and they can have clean air, and so children can grow up in a community
that is safe and healthy for him. She stated that the ideas we promote are from an
educational standpoint and not to promote spending.
5. Order of the Meeting
The Co-Chairs will entertain requests from anyone present on the order of business to be
conducted during the Meeting.
There was no request to change the order of the meeting.
6. General Business
a. Presentation by Jillian Chapman, Lake Bluff Library, Regarding the New Seed
Library Program
Jillian Chapman approached the podium to begin her presentation. She stated that the
Lake Bluff Library is starting a new seed program where residents can share seeds for
free with their neighbors. She stated that their goal is to provide educational information
about gardening, growing your own food, and the importance of native plant
landscaping. She stated that from this seed library, they can create a seed network. She
stated that the seed library will be the future or gardening and environmental
programming for adults, a plant exchange in the Spring of 2020, as well as a teaching
exchange for children on planting and maintaining a garden. She stated that thanks to a
generous donation from Pasquesi Home and Garden, the seed library will include a wide
variety of salt-tolerant native plants such as thimbleweed, butterfly weed, purple
coneflower, grooved yellow flax, black-eyed susan, and 27 other species recommended
by the Lake Bluff Sustainability Committee to further promote the importance of
growing a diversified landscape at home. She stated that it will also include a variety of
easy-to-grow vegetable plants for the novice gardener, a seed library catalog, free takehome seed packets, brochures, and as well as growing instructions to the plants. We
currently have established community partnerships with the Village of Lake Bluff, Lake
Bluff Open Lands Association (LBOLA), Elawa Farms, and the friends of Lake Bluff
Library. She stated that it is there hope that their seed library will highlight these and
other local organizations as well as promote the additional gardening resources we have
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available at the library. She stated that with help, the Lake Bluff Public Library would
like to get the word out about our seed library and the future gardening program before
2019-2020. She stated that a promo seed packet was included in the committee’s packet
along with their brochure, as well as a flyer as to what a seed library is, how to capture
and borrow seeds, and a list of our native plant catalog.
Co-Chair Puryear stated that she is missing in her information packet how to capture
seeds and prepare them to be in the package. Ms. Chapman stated that it is not on the
flyer, but she has recently just created a FAQ sheet that has a serious list of many
important questions regarding the seed library. She stated that there is not enough room
for this information on the brochure or flyer, which is why the FAQ was created.
Member Sorensen stated that she believes this sounds wonderful and with the many
gardeners present in Lake Bluff, it is important to have a sharing system in place since
she has sometimes sold her unused plants on Facebook.
Member Twichell asked Ms. Chapman if she intends to have different programing at the
library that would relate to building skills around this framework. Ms. Chapman stated
that soon they are planning on doing a program with Lake Bluff Open Lands Association
(LBOLA) where we are going to harvest seeds at Lake Bluff Open Lands and so that
will be a little bit more of a how-to program. She stated that this program will occur in
the fall because they have promoted summer programming before this fell into her
ability to start this. She stated that the timing of this hit straight off, but we’ll be able to
get the seed library starting sooner. She stated in the Spring of 2020, they want to do a
plant exchange, so she is trying to persuade the library to do gardening as their summer
reading club. She stated that will be the theme for next summer and they will also be at
the Farmers Market starting this Friday and going until August 23rd, so she is hoping to
have some this information with her and be able to have seeds that people can take and
seeds that people can bring to her stand at the market about what this program is. She
stated that the hope is to also have some gardening opportunities at the library and Elawa
Farms is interesting in doing some joint programming either at Elawa with the library or
come to the Lake Bluff Library, which will specifically be for children or adults about
gardening and how to garden along with native species plants that would be appropriate
to use in the village.
Member Twichell stated that one plant you may want to add to your list is milkweed.
Ms. Chapman stated that was her first comment because she loves monarchs.
Member Johnson asked if there were any other libraries in the area that do something
like this. Ms. Chapman stated that doesn’t believe there is any in the immediate area but
Appleton, WI has a seed library and a seed library organization which is where she was
able to get a lot of her information from for this program.
Member Twichell stated she was curious as to if this is a year long project. Ms.
Chapman stated that it would up for several years.
Member Bishop stated that she would like more information regarding how one can start
their seeds. Ms. Chapman stated that she has a full packet from Prairie Moon about
germination and different germination codes, so she is going to spell that all out since it
is from A-Z and make the available because the native species all have codes on them,
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so she has cataloged all this information.
Member Twichell stated that you have a lot of great resources nearby with the different
garden clubs, the extension out of Grayslake, and the Botanical Garden. A brief
discussion commenced.
b. Presentation of Village Sustainability Plan
AVA Cole stated that tonight the big focus is on our sustainability plan. He stated that he
has a little bit of talking to do tonight to finalize some things but before we even get to
that he pointed out at the dais there is quiet a few comments coming within the last two
hours. He stated that these are very detailed comments and he encouraged the committee
to read these comments. He stated to start things off, he would give a brief presentation,
as an introduction for our many audiences of what this plan is and what we are trying to
accomplish through it. He stated that he does have the first rough draft of the
sustainability plan with some rough graphic design behind these ideas.
He stated that since this plan’s creation about 4-5 years ago, the committee has really
boiled down its focus to the following areas: Solid Waste Management & Recycling,
Energy Conservation, Water Conservation, Stormwater Solutions, Natural Spaces, Light
Pollution, and Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation. He stated that for each of these,
we’ve tied them into other Village plans, compared them to the other things the village
does, and we’ve really tried to present four categories of information for each:
1) What is this? Why is it important/relevant to Lake Bluff? What are consequences
of continuing our current actions?
2) Sustainable Lake Bluff – what are we trying to accomplish?
3) What will we do? What are some actions we as a community will do to try and
realize these principles?
4) What can you do as a resident?
AVA Cole stated that he will go through each goal and what the principle as to what a
sustainable Lake Bluff will look like. He presented the Solid Waste Management and
Recycling section of the Plan.
Co-Chair Puryear stated that she was speaking with a Lake Bluff resident today who was
unaware of this practice and that it may be time to send out another educating briefing
about Lake Bluff services and the availability of the different recycling options. AVA
Cole believes this is a good signal to update and improve our outreach to Lake Bluff
residents.
Member Twichell stated SWALCO said around 30% of household waste is usually
kitchen waste so the more that can go into the composting would only benefit the Village
and help decrease the amount of waste entering landfills.
Co-Chair Puryear stated that she would be interested in learning how many residents in
town are composting. Member Bishop stated that she believes to reach out to the
community, we will have to do it verbally because she’s had so many conversations
where the individual is unaware of the scrap program and is told to look it up on the
village website but the individual states that is too difficult to then figure out.
Member Bishop stated that kitchen composting is probably the easiest thing you can do.
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She stated that the hard part is making residents aware that they can do this.
Member Sorensen stated that this would be a good table to have at the Farmers Market.
AVA Cole presented the Energy Conservation section of the Sustainability Plan.
Member Twichell asked if the homeowner energy audit is free. AVA Cole stated he is
unsure, but he believes they are. He recommended ComEd as a reliable source for this
type of audit.
AVA Cole stated that water conservation is always an interesting topic in the Village of
Lake Bluff. He stated that we are so blessed to have such a source of fresh water right
next to us and this resource for recreation as well.
Member Twichell stated that we still pay to process this water correct so there is still
cost, which makes sense.
Member Sorensen stated we notice how valuable this resource is considering we live
right next to it and can take advantage of just not the views but the paddling/sailing on
the beach.
Member Bishop stated that her understanding is that there is a limit for how much water
we can take as a community. She stated that we need to be mindful of what we are using
and understand that we don’t have endless amounts of water from Lake Michigan since
we live right next to it.
AVA Cole presented the Water Conservation and Stormwater Solutions sections of the
plan.
Member Twichell stated that you can include rain gardens and swales/bioswales in this
section as well.
AVA Cole presented the Natural Spaces section of the plan.
Member Twichell stated that the Chicago Trees Initiative stated we have 50% canopy
cover, which is great, but what percentage of that is buckthorn. AVA Cole stated that
some things residents can do is to get rid of buckthorn, cultivate native plants, and
improved lawn-care and less fertilizer.
AVA Cole presented the Light Pollution section of the plan.
Member Sorensen stated that if we can do anything as we walk through this it would be
to link some of our conversations to the studies that are out there to address safety
concerns, specifically the Dark Sky website.
Member Twichell mentioned in the comments she read that they stated they wanted this
section even stronger. A brief discussion commenced.
Finally, AVA Cole presented the Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation section of the
plan.
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c. Discussion & Possible Recommendation of Sustainability Plan & Priority Goals to
Village Board
AVA Cole stated that there are three possible outcomes from the meeting:
1) Recommend as-is to the Village Board for consideration;
2) Recommend with certain revisions to be performed by Staff;
3) Continue its consideration.
AVA Cole stated that, if #2 is the preferred option, this all depends on how substantial
some of these changes would be along with how much comfort is felt with Staff
implementing these ideas. AVA Cole stated that there are comments in the packet from
Ed Wynn, Larry McCotter, Karon Wilcox, Carol Lee Russ, Green Minds, and Jim
Murray (a member of the PCZBA).
Member Bishop stated that she would like to see us tweak it with some of the comments
because there are some good points listed here and be able to somehow approve it and
get it to the Village Board before another month goes by. Member Johnson asked if there
was a way to show it the board but still be able to make edits. AVA Cole stated that the
final draft must be submitted, and the board can approve this in one meeting, but the bad
news is that it must be turn-key ready. He stated with, there are two meetings in June,
next Monday and June 24 which is three weeks away. He stated we can circulate this
around again with the set of changes to make sure there are no objections and issue that
out in time to be presented at the June 24 meeting. He stated that this would give us
some more time from the design side of this as well. The committee stated that they
would like the proposed solution proposed by AVA Cole. AVA Cole stated that next
Friday or so, we can get a draft out and then probably try to close out that comment
period by Monday or Tuesday so that way you had the weekend to take one last look at
it, if that works for everyone. The committee stated that this works for them.
Member Bishop mentioned that Larry McCotter brought up the idea of pursuing federal
money to achieve some of these goals. A brief discussion commenced.
Co-Chair Puryear mentioned that it may be difficult to promote the HOA’s to diminish
their buckthorn screening throughout the properties but could be a possible to remove
the present buckthorn throughout the next ten years. A brief discussion commenced.
Member Twitchell, seconded by Member Sorensen, moved to recommend the Village
Board adopt the Sustainability Plan with changes drafted by Staff in response to public
comment. The motion passed on a unanimous voice vote.
7. Village Staff Report
AVA Cole emphasized the SWALCO document present at the dais tonight that explains
where recycled materials are going along with other details the committee had requested in
prior meetings. A brief discussion commenced.
8. Member’s Report
Member Sorensen reported back to the committee about the League of Women Voters
session regarding water management. She stated it was a fantastic presentation and provided
some fantastic resources for the committee to possible review and discuss. A brief
discussion commenced.
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Member Johnson stated that this is not her last meeting and that she had 2-3 students that are
interested in possibly filling her position. Co-Chair Puryear mentioned the opportunity to
possibly have more than one student representative on the SEC, possibly a junior and
sophomore, or a junior and senior. A brief discussion commenced.
Member Twichell stated she wanted to know if LBOLA has started removing buckthorn yet.
AVA Cole stated that Village Administrator Drew Irvin and LBOLA’s Larry McCotter are
still discussing this matter.
9. Co-Chair’s Report
Co-Chair Puryear stated that she intends to fill out an application for a rent-a-chicken
program and is waiting for the application to come in front of the SEC. She stated that her
and her neighbor are intending to apply for this program and will be waiting for AVA Cole
to bring their application in front of the SEC. A brief discussion commenced.
Co-Chair Puryear stated that she wanted to know an update on Washington Park because she
said it was looking a little weedy. AVA Cole stated that this is on his to-do list, so he hopes
to have an answer for the committee by the next meeting in July.
Co-Chair Puryear mentioned the idea of using the former gas station lot on the corner of
North Avenue and Sheridan Road as a possible pilot program to turn it into all grass. A brief
discussion commenced.
10. Adjournment
As no further business came before the SEC, Member Twichell moved to adjourn the
meeting at 8:45 p.m. Member Sorensen seconded the motion. The motion passed on a
unanimous voice vote.
Respectfully Submitted,

___________________
John Scopelliti
Administrative Intern
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MEMORANDUM
Date:

June 27, 2019

To:

Co-Chair Rener, Co-Chair Puryear and SEC Members

From:

Glen Cole, Assistant to the Village Administrator

Subject:
Backyard Chicken Application of Robin McAfee & Marina Puryear (36 & 101 E. North Ave.)
__________________________________________________________________________________________
The Village recently received an applications for a Backyard Chicken Permit under the pilot program.
As required by the pilot program, the SEC must review “whether the application should be approved or
disapproved and […] what, if any, protective conditions should be imposed upon the permit.”
As a reminder, the SEC issues a recommendation to the Village Administrator. If the recommendation is to
issue a permit, the permit would only be issued after the Village inspects the Applicant’s property and
constructed shelter.
The SEC should allow the Applicant to speak, if desired; allow any interested members of the public to speak;
and then, discuss the application until a consensus is reached.
At this time, the Village has received no inquiries regarding this application. Any written comment received
prior to the meeting will be shared with the SEC on or before the meeting date as a supplement to the packet.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
SEC’s Authority:
After accepting public comment, the SEC should take one of the following actions:
•

If more information is required, continue their consideration to a date certain to allow the Applicant
to provide additional information; or,

•

If more information is not require, hold a roll call vote to:
o

Recommend the Village Administrator issue the license, with or without any special
conditions: “I move to recommend that the Village Administrator issue a Backyard Chicken
Permit jointly to Robin McAfee and Marina Puryear, as they have satisfied the standards for
the SEC’s Advisory Review.”

o Recommend the Village Administrator deny the license:
“I move to recommend that the Village Administrator deny a Backyard Chicken Permit to
Robin McAfee and Marina Puryear, as they have failed to [cite specific standard(s)], as
required by the standards for the SEC’s Advisory Review.”
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Attachments:
• Application
• Criteria from Backyard Chicken Application Packet

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Marina Puryear
Glen Cole
Chicken Project
Monday, June 03, 2019 7:27:05 PM

Glen,
Robin and I are endeavoring to job share a pilot program for us, of renting chickens.
I was raised with chickens as a youngster, and recall the involved with raising chickens and being exposed to the circle of life with them. Robin is an educator in the North Chicago school system and is a farmer at heart- she has been reading up on
the care and feeding portion of this project. I am bringing the practical experience!
We feel that using Rent the Chicken will enable many in our village to learn from our experience and therefore will help to spread the word on the benefits of this endeavor and are willing to teach others and share our experiences in renting chickens
before committing to the commitment of the chickens. This is a monthly commitment until November 2019- The company provides 4 chickens, the cage below, and the food as well as a chicken manual.

Marina
847-274-5566
Sent from my iPhone
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SEC’s Criteria for Applicant Review
Backyard Pilot Program Application
Village of Lake Bluff, Illinois
General Standard: The extent that the application demonstrates the applicant will
provide adequately for health, shelter, food, water, and yard conditions.
Compliance with the Regulations: The extent that the application demonstrates
that the applicant and the proposed activity will comply with all additional standards imposed on it (see
subsequent page of Chicken-Specific or Bee-Specific Regulations).
Lot Size and Situation: The shape, size, and location of the lot, principal structure, and keeping area; and
the extent that these conditions tend to mitigate or exaggerate the potential that an adjoining property
owner or others may be negatively affected by the proposed keeping. The advisory body shall show
preference to those applications which demonstrate large lot sizes, screening, or other unique conditions
which minimize the aforesaid potential.
Prior Violations: If the applicant has been the subject of any valid complaint documenting a violation of
the program or any nuisance, property maintenance or animal control regulations contained in the Lake
Bluff Municipal Code.
Experience or Training: The applicant’s training, education, or prior experience in keeping the animal
requested.
Unique Health Circumstances: If residents of adjoining or nearby property present evidence that they
suffer from a health condition whereby the proposed keeping may pose a unique risk to their health.
Public Testimony: Testimony and other evidence received from the public during the advisory body’s
consideration of the application, to the extent that such testimony concerns the specific circumstances of
the application and not the general propriety of the proposed activity.
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Chicken-Specific Regulations
Backyard Pilot Program Application
Village of Lake Bluff, Illinois
Eligibility: Only residents of single-family dwellings may apply. No permit shall be
issued for a lot smaller than 7,000 square feet in area. No more than two (2) permits
shall be issued to lots less than 10,000 square feet in area.
Limit Upon Number: No fewer than two adult chickens, and no more than six, adult chickens may be
owned by any permittee at any one time.
Female Chickens: Only female chickens may be owned or maintained on a permittee’s property.
Sale of Eggs Prohibited: The permittee shall not sell eggs produced upon the property.
Slaughtering: No slaughtering of chickens shall occur in public view.
Chicken Enclosure:
i.

Chickens shall be kept in a pen, coop, run, or chicken tractor.

ii.

No chicken enclosure shall be erected or maintained within 10 feet of any occupied residence
other than that of the permittee.

iii.

Chicken enclosures shall only be erected or maintained in the rear yard and behind the
principal structure on the permittee’s lot.

iv.

Chicken enclosures shall provide at least four square feet of area for each chicken housed.

v.

Chicken enclosures must be maintained in a sound and useable condition.

vi.

Chicken enclosures must be constructed of sturdy and weather-resistant materials, such as,
without limitation: wire, wood, hardware cloth.

vii.

Chicken enclosures shall be resistant to predators. All access doors must be able to be shut
and locked. All opening windows and vents must be covered with predator-proof wire with
less than one-inch openings.

Open Space: Chickens shall be provided with adequate open space in the form of either an enclosed
chicken run or a yard fully enclosed by a fence.
Sanitation: The enclosure and open space must be kept clean and sanitary at all times.
Rodent Protection: All feed and other items associated with the keeping of chickens shall be protected
from or to prevent rats, mice, or other rodents from gaining access to or coming into contact with the feed.
Nuisances: No permittee shall permit:
i.

Noxious or offensive odors from chicken-keeping, including the odor of chickens or manure,
to be perceptible at or beyond the boundary of the permittee’s property;

ii.

Offensive noise from chickens that disturbs the peace at any time; or

iii.

Any other public or private nuisance resulting from the permitted activity, whether by litter,
droppings, feathers, waste, or attraction of pests or rodents.

State Registration: The permittee’s premises upon which chickens are kept shall be registered with the
Illinois Department of Agriculture, and proof of registration shall be maintained on-site; unless the
Department shall stop accepting residential hive registrations.
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MEMORANDUM
Date:

June 27, 2019

To:

Co-Chair Rener, Co-Chair Puryear and SEC Members

From:

Glen Cole, Assistant to the Village Administrator
John Scopelliti, Assistant to the Village Administrator

Subject:

SEC Work Plan Priorities
Communication Plan
Dark Sky Ordinance Introduction
__________________________________________________________________________________________
•

SEC Work Plan Priorities: When the Village Board approved the Village Sustainability Plan on June
24, it was also presented the following five priorities of the SEC (in no specific order):
o Partnerships to remove invasive species, as a complement to the Landscape Playbook.
o Light pollution, including proposal of a “dark sky” lighting ordinance.
o Continued study and pursuit of public stormwater improvements to advance resiliency.
o Bicycle parking and facilities in the Central Business District.
o General outreach on sustainability, especially recycling and waste and / or pesticides and lawn
care.

•

Communication Plan: An emphasis of the SEC is increased resident outreach, as reflected in the
Sustainability Plan. However, there are a larger number of sustainability topics that the SEC has
discussed from time to time beyond the 45 action steps included in the Sustainability Plan.
Staff has prepared the attached Communication Plan for 2019 drawing from the Sustainability Plan and
the SEC’s prior conversations. We recommend that the SEC identify approximately 20 key messages for
Staff to prioritize for the 26 weeks remaining in 2019.

•

Dark Sky Ordinance: The Village of Homer Glen, Illinois’ outdoor lighting ordinance is attached to
begin the SEC’s discussion regarding possible outdoor lighting or “dark sky” regulations. Staff will
walk through the essential components of such an ordinance and highlight decision points for the SEC’s
future discussions.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Attachments:
• Draft 2019 Communications Plan
• Village of Homer Glen Outdoor Lighting Ordinance
• Dark Sky Designation Guidelines

Sustainability Communication Plan – July 2019 through December 2019 – Draft 1
Energy Use
1. Switching to LED bulbs can save
hundreds of dollars in energy costs over
their lifetime; these bulbs last over 15
times longer than traditional bulbs.
2. For a free home energy assessment,
an advisor will collect information about
your home’s energy use and
recommend ways to save energy and
money.
3. Switching to renewable energy through
home solar, community solar, or a green
energy provider is a significant step
towards a sustainable future.
4. Don’t idle. Idling wastes gasoline and,
when children are present, prolonged
idling exposes them to pollution from
exhaust.

Reuse and Recycle
5. Clean your recycling. Throwing the
wrong things in your recycling like
contaminated food containers, plastic
film, and plastic bags all cause
recyclable materials to be thrown away.
6. Switching to a reusable water bottle
saves energy, money, water, and helps
save the environment.
7. You can help reduce waste by using the
Village’s food scrap program.
8. Using a reusable shopping bag when
you shop as opposed to disposable
plastic bags can reduce Lake Michigan
pollution.

Stormwater
9. Animal and pet wastes contribute to
contamination of stormwater via runoff.
10. Rain gardens naturally filter water and
reduce the amount of stormwater runoff.
11. The use of a rain barrel and cisterns
store water so it can be “recycled” and
used to water lawns, tress, and gardens.
12. Permeable pavement filters water and
allows it to soak into the ground.

Natural Resources
13. The removal of buckthorn is essential
throughout the Village.
14. Excessive use of lawn care fertilizers,
herbicides, and chemicals can have
unintended harmful effects on the
environment and water quality. You can
garden in organic ways without using
these substances.
15. You can grow natives in your yard.
Native plants beautify the land, attract
pollinators, improve habitat for birds and
wildlife, and save on maintenance costs.
16. Consider a pollinator garden. Animals
such as hummingbirds, bats, bees,
beetles, butterflies, and flies are
necessary to pollinate our plants and
crops.

Water Use
17. Using less water reduces resource use
(water treatment chemicals, electrical
energy, and solid wastes), helps save
you money, and protect our natural
ecosystems.
18. Changing your household fixtures,
especially those manufactured before
1995, can significantly reduce water
usage and quickly pays for itself.
19. Lawn watering represents over onethird of a typical household’s water use.
Consider watering your lawn less and
installing a new WaterSense irrigation
controller that waters based on weather
and soil conditions.

Light Pollution
20. Outdoor lighting contributes to our light
pollution problem. Consider dimmer
bulbs, yellow-tinted light, and timers or
sensors that reduce how long your
exterior lights are on unnecessarily.

Bicycle-Pedestrian Transportation
21. Practice the Dutch Reach to keep
cyclists safe.
22. Keep your sidewalk clear for bicyclists
and pedestrians.

Other / Miscellaneous
23. Did you know about the Village’s
Sustainability Plan?

Village of Homer Glen, Illinois
Chapter 75, Part 20: Outdoor Lighting
Selected Sections

§ 75-53. Conformance.
A. Ordinance compliance. Any existing luminaire or lighting
installation used for outdoor lighting in any zoning district that
does not presently comply with the requirements of this Part 20
shall be considered a nonconforming use.
B. Criteria requiring compliance for luminaire or light installation
removal or replacement. If any of the following criteria occur
for a nonconforming luminaire or light installation existing on
any zoning lot, then the luminaire or light installation shall be
required to comply with the requirements of §§ 75-55B, C, D, E,
F, 75-56A, D, 75-57, 75-58 and 75-59A or must be removed within
90 days:
(1) The luminaire is changed or replaced (excluding routine
maintenance and bulb replacement of equal light output),
except if it is part of a parking lot lighting installation that
consists of multiple identical luminaires on one pole; or
(2) The supporting structure for the luminaire is changed or
replaced, except if it is a part of a parking lot lighting
installation that consists of multiple identical luminaires on
one pole; or
(3) The use of the luminaire is resumed after a period of
abandonment of more than 180 days. A written request for
an extension of this one-hundred-eighty-day time period shall
be granted by the Village Board for a period not to exceed an
additional 180 days; or
(4) The luminaire is producing glare that is deemed by the
Village Manager or designee of the Village Board to create a
hazard or nuisance; or
(5) Any nonconforming installation or use is subject to the
enforcement provisions contained in § 75-54.
C. Criteria requiring full compliance or complete removal. Any
nonconforming luminaire or light installation existing on any
zoning lot must fully comply with the requirements of this Part
20 or be completely removed in the event any of the following
criteria are met:1
(1) If a cumulative total of 25% or more of the nonconforming
luminaires or their supporting structures are changed,
1. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).
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§ 75-53

§ 75-55

removed, replaced (excluding routine maintenance and bulb
replacement of equal light output), or relocated for any of the
following lighting categories: parking lot lighting; buildingmounted lighting; landscape lighting; or canopy lighting; then
full compliance is required within that lighting category and
in compliance with § 75-55A in regard to the whole site.
(2) A "principal structure" (as defined in Chapter 220, Zoning, of
the Village Code) on said zoning lot is expanded by an amount
equal to or greater than 25% of the total square footage of the
structure immediately prior to such expansion shall require
full compliance for all building-mounted lighting.
(3) Site improvements which result in an increase of parking
spaces by an amount equal to or greater than 25% shall
require full compliance for all site lighting.
(4) A property that is zoned A-1 Agricultural or A-2 Rural
Residence is rezoned.
§ 75-55. Illumination standards.
A. Gross emission of light.
(1) Commercial district, public district and industrial district
lighting zones.
Int'l Dark Sky
Model Ord. uses
lumens per sq. ft.
hardscape. (Need
to know sq. ft. requires survey)

(a) The total light output from all luminaires used for outdoor
lighting on any zoning lot in a commercial district, public
district, and/or industrial district lighting zone shall not
exceed 100,000 lumens per net acre. Lighting
installations located under canopies shall only contribute
50% toward this limit.
(b) For the purpose of this Part 20, the lamp lumen output
is defined as the initial lumen rating declared by the
manufacturer, which consists of the lumen rating of a
lamp at the end of 100 hours of operation. Appendix A
provides a sample calculation of Gross Emission of Light.2

(2) Exemptions:
(a) Lighting for outdoor athletic fields on public property,
outdoor events, special events.
(b) Emergency egress lighting and lighting required by
Village, county, state or federal law.
2. Editor's Note: Appendix A is included as an attachment to this chapter.
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(c) Street lighting.
(d) Lighting installations for non-internally
signage not exceeding 800 lumens.

illuminated

B. Light intensity and uniformity.
(1) Commercial district, public district and industrial district
lighting zones. During permitted hours of operation as
defined within this Part 20, outdoor lighting on any zoning lot
in a commercial district, public district or industrial district
lighting zone shall meet the following requirements for light
level as measured in the plane of the illuminated surface:
(a) Automobile service station pumping areas shall be
required to meet a minimum standard of 10 footcandles
and not exceed a maximum of 30 footcandles.
(b) Drive-in and drive-through canopies shall not exceed a
maximum of 15 footcandles.
(2) Digital outdoor display. The digital outdoor display shall be
equipped with a light sensor which shall automatically adjust
the luminance of the sign in response to the level of the
outdoor lighting in a range between 40 nits during the
nighttime hours and 5,000 nits during the daytime hours.
Brightness must be measured from the brightest element
of the sign's face. The applicant shall provide written
certification from the sign manufacturer that the light
intensity has been factory pre-set so that it shall not exceed
the luminance levels for day and night. Daylight hours are
defined as dawn until dusk.
C. Light direction and control. Any luminaire which is used for
uplighting on any zoning lot in a residential district, commercial
district, public district or industrial district lighting zone shall
have the necessary shielding and/or beam-angle control and/or
shall be aimed to substantially confine the directed light to the
object intending to be illuminated. Uplighting shall only be
permitted for landscape lighting, architectural lighting, flag
lighting, and lighting of ground-mounted signs that are not
internally illuminated. Uplighting applications shall meet the
following requirements:
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Uplighting
Application
Landscape lighting

Maximum
Inclination
60°

§ 75-55

Maximum Light
Output
(lumens)
1,1003 (up to 45°)
8004 (up to 60°)

Architectural
lighting

45°

1,1003

Flag lighting1

60°

1,1003 (up to 45°)
8004 (up to 60°)

Sign lighting2

45°

1,1003

Notes:
1

The tradition of lowering flags at sunset or the use of a topmounted fully shielded fixture is encouraged.

2

Ground-mounted, non-internally illuminated signs only.

3

Typical 75W incandescent bulb or 50W low-voltage halogen
landscape bulb.

4

Typical 60W incandescent bulb or 35W low-voltage halogen
landscape bulb.
One of two sections w/ material effect
(1) Residential district lighting zones. on residential property.
(a) Any luminaire with a light output exceeding 1,100 lumens
which is used for outdoor lighting on any zoning lot in a
residential district lighting zone shall have the necessary
shielding and/or beam-angle control and/or shall be
aimed so that the direction of all directly emitted light
is at or below horizontal. Any luminaire output less than
what is listed above does not require shielding. If a
motion-activated sensor that illuminates the luminaire for
no more than five minutes upon activation is used,
however, said luminaire shall have a light output of up to
2,200 lumens (or incandescent bulb of 150 watts).
(b) Any luminaire with a light output exceeding 2,200 lumens
(or incandescent bulb of 150 watts) which is used for
outdoor lighting on any zoning lot in a residential district
lighting zone shall have the necessary shielding and/or
beam-angle control and/or shall be aimed so that the light
source is not visible along any property line, as viewed at
a height of 36 inches above grade.
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(2) Commercial district, public district or industrial district
lighting zones. Except as otherwise stated herein, any
luminaire on any zoning lot in a commercial district, public
district or industrial district lighting zone which emits light
directed at a building, sign, billboard, or other outdoor
feature shall be located at or above the top of said object and
be aimed and controlled so that the direction of all emitted
light is at or below horizontal and the directed light is
substantially confined to the object intended to be
illuminated.
One of two sections w/ material effect
D. Light trespass.
on residential property.
(1) Except for street lighting, light emitted from outdoor lighting
on any zoning lot shall not cause the light level along any
property line, as measured at a height of 36 inches above
grade in a plane at any angle of inclination, to exceed the
following limits:

Emitting Zoning
Lot

Impacted Zoning
Lot

Maximum Light
Level
(footcandles)

Residential district Residential district
lighting zone
lighting zone

0.1

Residential district Commercial
lighting zone
district/public
district/industrial
district lighting
zone

0.5

Commercial
district/public
district/industrial
district lighting
zone

Residential district
lighting zone

0.1

Commercial
district/public
district/industrial
lighting zone

Commercial
district/public
district/industrial
district lighting
zone

0.5

(2) The light level at any property used for governmental,
recreational and public purposes in all zoning districts shall
not exceed 0.1 footcandle at all property lines.
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E. Permitted hours for outdoor lighting.
(1) Commercial district, public district and industrial district
lighting zones.
(a) Except for street lighting, outdoor lighting (including, but
not limited to, parking lot, area, architectural lighting,
landscape, etc.) on any zoning lot in a commercial
district, public district or industrial district lighting zone
is permitted to be lighted between one-half hour before
sunset and 10:00 p.m. or one hour after the close of
business based on normal hours of operation of the
business, whichever is later. Thereafter, for safety and
security purposes, security lighting is permissible at a
total light output not greater than 25% of the total light
output from all outdoor lighting located on the zoning lot
during permitted outdoor lighting hours. During security
lighting hours, no luminaire shall exceed its light output
exhibited during permitted outdoor lighting hours.
(b) Exemptions:
[1] Businesses that are open for 24 hours.
[2] Outdoor athletic fields. Outdoor lighting of the
outdoor athletic field of an organized sporting event
on public property that is in progress at the close
of permitted outdoor lighting hours shall be allowed
to remain illuminated until 30 minutes after the
conclusion of the event, but no later than 11:00 p.m.
No outdoor lighting of the outdoor athletic field for
any sport or recreational purpose shall be initiated
after 10:00 p.m.
§ 75-56. Luminaire standards.
A. Fully shielded requirement. Except for uplighting applications
permitted within this Part 20, any luminaire used for outdoor
lighting in a commercial district, public district or industrial
district lighting zone shall be a fully shielded luminaire and shall
be installed in the proper orientation to achieve fully shielded
performance with respect to a horizontal plane. Appendix C
provides a depiction of fully shielded light fixtures.3
B. Installed height.
3. Editor's Note: Appendix C is included as an attachment to this chapter.
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(1) The installed height of any luminaire used for outdoor
lighting on any zoning lot, except for street lighting, shall not
exceed the following limits:
Maximum Installed
Height*
(feet)

Zoning Lot
Residential district lighting
zone

20

Commercial district/public
district/industrial district
lighting zone

25

Note:
*

Installed height is defined as the height above average
finished grade of the lowest point on an installed
luminaire.

(2) Exemption. A maximum installed height of 50 feet shall be
permitted for lighting of outdoor athletic fields on public
property in all zoning districts.
C. Street lighting. Any luminaire used for street lighting shall be
a fully shielded seventy-watt high-pressure sodium (HPS)
luminaire, or lamp equivalent to high-pressure sodium (HPS) in
correlated color temperature (CCT) as measured in degrees
Kelvin, and shall be installed in the proper orientation to achieve
fully shielded performance with respect to a horizontal plane at
all public and private streets. Said luminaire, as well as any poles,
brackets, supports, and mounting hardware, shall comply with
current Village design standards.
D. Light source requirements. All light sources must have a
correlated color temperature of 3,000° Kelvin or less.
§ 75-57. Prohibited outdoor lighting.
The following outdoor lighting applications are prohibited in all
zoning districts:
A. The use of a laser light source;
B. The use of flickering, flashing, blinking, scrolling, or rotating
lights and any illumination that changes intensity;
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C. The use of upward-directed lighting, except as otherwise
permitted herein;
D. Architectural lighting of any portion of a building or structure
with a polished or glass exterior surface that uses uplighting;
E. The use of searchlights;
F.

The use of neon light to accent buildings or architectural
features;

G. The use of a mercury vapor light source except for existing uses
in A-1 or A-2 zoning districts used for "agriculture" as defined in
Chapter 220, Zoning, of the Village Code; and
H. Any luminaire creating glare that is deemed by the Village to
create a hazard or nuisance.
§ 75-58. Exempt outdoor lighting.
The following outdoor lighting applications are exempt from all
requirements of this Part 20:
A. Underwater lighting used for the illumination of swimming pools
and fountains;
B. Lighting required by Village, county, state, or federal law,
including single-purpose emergency egress lighting on the
building;
C. Temporary lighting used for holiday decoration;
D. Decorative yard lighting characterized by a flame source;
E. Portable lighting temporarily used for maintenance or repair that
is not deemed by the Village to create a hazard or nuisance;
F.

Emergency response lighting used by police, fire-fighting,
emergency management, or medical personnel at their discretion
as long as the emergency exists;

G. Lighting for Village-approved special events such as carnivals,
circuses, festivals, picnics, fairs, civic events, and exhibitions; and
H. Temporary lighting required for road construction or other public
improvements.
§ 75-59. Procedural requirements.
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A. Plan submission. For subdivision and land development
applications where outdoor lighting is required or proposed, or
for properties subject to § 75-53B or C of this Part 20,
photometric plans shall be submitted to the Village for review and
approval.
B. Preliminary plan submission. During the preliminary approval
process, a photometric plan is required, which shall indicate the
location of each existing and proposed luminaire, the installed
height of said luminaires, and the overall light levels in
footcandles on the entire zoning lot and the overall light levels
in footcandles at the property lines. The plan shall also indicate
any existing luminaires; specify the location of said luminaires
and the installed height of said luminaires. All luminaires shall
be noted on a luminaire schedule, which must be submitted as
a part of the plan submission. Appendix B provides a sample
luminaire schedule.4 Additionally, manufacturer's cut sheets must
be submitted for each fixture. Please see the definition of
"manufacturer's cut sheet" in § 75-63, Definitions, for the
complete requirements of what is to be included with a
manufacturer's cut sheet submittal.
C. Revisions. If any revisions occur to the photometric plan or to
any luminaires between the preliminary and final development
approval process, the Village must be notified. A revised
photometric plan and manufacturer's cut sheets must also be
submitted. Any revisions to any luminaires shall be noted on a
luminaire schedule, which must be submitted as a part of the
revised plan submission. Appendix B provides a sample luminaire
schedule.5
D. Final plan submission. During the final approval process, a
photometric plan which shows all site lighting must be submitted.
This includes all exterior building lighting, parking lot lighting
and landscape lighting. The plan shall indicate the location of
each existing and proposed luminaire, the installed height of
said luminaires, and the overall light levels in footcandles on the
entire zoning lot and the overall light levels in footcandles at
the property lines. All luminaires shall be noted on a luminaire
schedule, which must be submitted as a part of the plan
submission. Appendix B provides a sample luminaire schedule.
The plan shall also indicate any existing luminaires, specify the
location of said luminaires and the installed height of said
4. Editor's Note: Appendix B is included as an attachment to this chapter.
5. Editor's Note: Appendix B is included as an attachment to this chapter.
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luminaires. Additionally, manufacturer's cut sheets must be
submitted for each fixture. The plan shall include a calculation of
the lumens per acre for the site.
E. Post-approval
alterations.
Post-approval
alterations
to
photometric plans or intended substitutions for approved lighting
equipment shall be submitted to the Village for review and
approval, with all plan submission requirements set forth within
this Part 20, prior to installation.
F.

Right of inspection. The Village shall have the right to conduct
a post-installation inspection to verify compliance with the
requirements of this Part 20 and, if appropriate, to require
remedial action at the expense of the applicant.
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Dark	
  Sky	
  Community	
  Designation	
  Guidelines,	
  IDA	
  

MINIMUM	
  REQUIREMENTS	
  FOR	
  ALL	
  COMMUNITIES	
  
A) A	
  quality	
  comprehensive	
  lighting	
  code	
  like	
  the	
  IDA/IES	
  Model	
  Lighting	
  Ordinance	
  (MLO)	
  with	
  the	
  
following	
  minimum	
  standards	
  (more	
  on	
  developing	
  a	
  lighting	
  code	
  and	
  guidelines	
  may	
  be	
  found	
  on	
  
our	
  website	
  http://www.darksky.org/outdoorlighting/mlo):	
  
i)

Fully-‐shielded	
  or	
  full-‐cutoff	
  standard	
  for	
  all	
  lighting	
  fixtures	
  over	
  3000	
  lumens	
  initial	
  lamp	
  output	
  
(or	
  equivalent	
  wattages),	
  AND;	
  

ii) Restrictions	
  on	
  total	
  amount	
  of	
  unshielded	
  lighting,	
  such	
  as	
  a	
  limit	
  on	
  lumens	
  per	
  acre	
  or	
  total	
  
site	
  lumens	
  in	
  unshielded	
  fixtures	
  (or	
  equivalent	
  wattages),	
  AND;	
  
iii) A	
  policy	
  to	
  address	
  over-‐lighting,	
  such	
  as	
  energy	
  density	
  caps,	
  lumens/acre	
  caps,	
  or	
  maximum	
  
illuminance	
  specifications,	
  AND;	
  
iv) A	
  provision	
  that	
  clearly:	
  (1)	
  indicates	
  where,	
  when,	
  and	
  under	
  what	
  circumstances	
  new	
  public	
  
outdoor	
  lighting	
  (street	
  lighting	
  and	
  lighting	
  on	
  other	
  public	
  property	
  and	
  rights-‐of-‐way)	
  is	
  
warranted	
  and	
  will	
  be	
  permitted,	
  and	
  (2)	
  requires	
  that	
  adaptive	
  controls	
  and	
  curfews	
  be	
  
employed	
  in	
  all	
  future	
  installations	
  of	
  public	
  outdoor	
  lighting.	
  
B) Community	
  commitment	
  to	
  dark	
  skies	
  and	
  quality	
  lighting	
  as	
  shown	
  by:	
  
i)

City	
  owned	
  lighting	
  conforming	
  with,	
  or	
  committed	
  to	
  conforming	
  with,	
  the	
  lighting	
  code	
  (if	
  the	
  
latter,	
  a	
  published	
  plan	
  with	
  a	
  timeline	
  for	
  completion	
  in	
  no	
  more	
  than	
  5	
  years),	
  AND;	
  

ii) Municipal	
  support	
  of	
  dark	
  skies	
  and	
  good	
  lighting	
  as	
  indicated	
  through	
  city	
  publications,	
  flyers,	
  
public	
  service	
  announcements,	
  funding	
  of	
  lighting	
  upgrades,	
  etc.	
  
C) Broad	
  Support	
  for	
  dark	
  skies	
  from	
  a	
  wide	
  range	
  of	
  community	
  organizations	
  such	
  as:	
  
i)

Chamber	
  of	
  Commerce	
  

ii) Local	
  electrical	
  utility	
  
iii) Local	
  IDA	
  Chapter	
  
iv) Lighting	
  retailers	
  
v) Home	
  Owners	
  Association	
  
vi) Business	
  Improvement	
  Associations	
  
vii) Others	
  
D) Community	
  commitment	
  to	
  dark	
  skies	
  and	
  education	
  as	
  shown	
  by	
  at	
  least	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  following:	
  
i)

	
  

Planning	
  and	
  execution	
  of	
  at	
  least	
  two	
  community	
  dark	
  sky	
  awareness	
  events	
  per	
  year.	
  This	
  may	
  
be	
  organized	
  through	
  a	
  local	
  astronomy	
  club,	
  municipality,	
  school,	
  etc.	
  AND/OR;	
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