VILLAGE OF LAKE BLUFF
VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
Monday, April 8, 2019
6:15 P.M.
Village Hall Board Room
40 East Center Avenue
AGENDA
I. Call To Order
II. Roll Call
III. Non-Agenda Items and Visitors (Public Comment)
The Committee-of-the-Whole allocates fifteen (15) minutes during this item for those
individuals who would like the opportunity to address the Committee-of-the-Whole on any
matter not listed on the agenda. Each person addressing the Committee-of-the-Whole is
asked to limit their comments to a maximum of three (3) minutes.
IV. General Business
The Committee-of-the-Whole will entertain requests from anyone present to modify the order
of business to be conducted.
i. Consideration of the Minutes from the February 25, 2019 and March 16, 2019 Committeeof-the-Whole Meetings
ii. A Discussion Regarding Leaf Blowers and Powered Landscape Equipment Operation
Regulations
V. Adjournment

R. Drew Irvin
Village Administrator
The Village of Lake Bluff is subject to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Individuals with disabilities
who plan to attend this meeting and who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate in this
meeting, or who have questions regarding accessibility of the meeting or the facilities, are requested to contact R. Drew Irvin at 2340774 or TDD number 234-2153 promptly to allow the Village of Lake Bluff to make reasonable accommodations.

VILLAGE OF LAKE BLUFF
COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE
REGULAR MEETING
FEBRUARY 25, 2019
DRAFT MINUTES OF MEETING
The Village of Lake Bluff Board of Trustees met as a Committee-of-the-Whole (“COW”) in the Village
Hall Board Room (40 East Center Avenue) on Monday, February 25, 2019. Village President O’Hara
called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m. Village Clerk Joy Markee called the roll.
The following were present:
Village President:

Kathleen O’Hara

Trustees:

Barbara Ankenman
Mark Dewart
Eric Grenier
Paul Lemieux
William Meyer
Aaron Towle

Also Present:

Joy Markee, Village Clerk
Drew Irvin, Village Administrator
Peter Friedman, Village Attorney
David Graf, Fire Chief
Glen Cole, Assistant to the Village Administrator

Non-Agenda Items and Visitors
President O’Hara stated the COW allocates 15 minutes for those individuals who would like the
opportunity to address the COW on any matter not listed on the agenda.
There were no requests to address the COW.
Consideration of the Minutes from the February 11, 2019 Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting
Trustee Dewart moved to approve the February 11, 2019 COW minutes as amended. Trustee Grenier
seconded the motion. The motion passed on a unanimous voice vote.
A Continued Discussion Regarding Recommendations from the Ad Hoc Beach Parking
Committee
At the invitation of President O’Hara, Village Administrator Irvin presented his memorandum to the
Committee-of-the-Whole including information regarding contemporary roadway standards and the Fire
Department’s response plans as they concern narrow streets. He noted that most roadways on the east
side of Lake Bluff are considered “lanes” 16 to 18 feet in width, which may safely be parked on one side
of the street, or “streets” 24 to 26 feet in width, which may be parked safely on both sides. He also noted
that the Fire Department’s pre-incident plans avoid narrow streets and tight turning radii.
Village Engineer Hansen stated that fire trucks were able to make the narrow turn areas he reviewed.
Village Administrator Irvin stated that Fire Chief Graf reports that the situation is acceptable for fire
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apparatus as it exists today and that these investigations were conducted at the direction of the
Committee-of-the-Whole at its last meeting.
In response to a question from Trustee Lemieux, Trustee Towle described the history of the parking
recommendations issued by the Ad Hoc Beach Parking Committee. He stated that he remains open to
other suggestions than parking restrictions to address concerns on north/south streets, and that he
continues to believe that change should be incremental if there is any at all. He concluded by stating that
the Park District’s policy changes may resolve these issues.
Village Administrator Irvin recalled an initial list of concerns regarding these streets, including: closely
parked cars, an inability to back out of driveways or to enter or exit properties; vehicles parked too close
to driveways; and excess parking volumes. He stated that the conversation later turned to “who” was
responsible for parking volumes on these streets rather than “where” the parking occurred. Village
President O’Hara stated that an advantage of the committee was that they sifted through these issues.
Trustee Towle reiterated the conflicts that emerged regarding parking restrictions in these areas and that
he is willing to wait to see the effect of the Park District’s policy changes.
Trustee Lemieux concurred with Trustee Towle’s incremental approach, stating that the Board should
wait and see how the next beach season unfolds rather than pursue a change that residents will not
support.
Trustee Dewart stated that he would ordinarily concur, but he still had concerns about positioning fire
apparatus in different places. Trustee Meyer responded that he would support the “wait and see”
approach unless Fire Chief Graf believes there is an important reason to implement this restriction now.
Fire Chief Graf came forward to address the Committee-of-the-Whole. Citing a number of example
intersections, he stated that the Fire Department has worked with the challenges of narrow streets for
years and is understanding of the situation. While he appreciates the conversation and thoughtful
discussion, he stated that the Department is not requesting changes.
Trustee Ankenman recalled the public comment in June that led to the establishment of the Ad Hoc
Committee. She does not believe anyone expects the proposed changes by the Village or the Park
District to lead to any real difference as a result of the incremental approach yielding changes that are
too small for anyone to see. She is worried that residents will believe we’ve moved too slowly and
haven’t been responsive to their concerns, and wants to do something more substantial.
Trustee Towle responded that, in his view, many of the concerned residents would be frustrated by
anything less than restricting parking to area residents. Trustee Ankenman responded that the Board’s
duty is not to make anyone fully happy, but rather to conduct thoughtful study. She again expressed her
concern with the scale of the proposed changes. Village Administrator Irvin noted that the Village and
the Park District had cooperated to establish better measurement practices and collect better data for
decisions after the next beach season. Trustee Dewart stated that, today, there’s no conclusive data on
who’s parking where. Trustee Towle stated that the Park District’s current data shows no significant
increase in non-resident beach over recent years. At the same time, he is skeptical due to the lack of Park
District policy enforcement and the social media discussion by residents of other communities that
concludes Lake Bluff’s beach access is essentially free for non-residents.
Trustee Ankenman asked if the other members of the committee or the residents who voiced their
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concerns would be satisfied with this course of action. Trustee Towle reiterated that he does not believe
the area’s concerned residents will be satisfied until and unless parking is restricted to area residents.
Village President O’Hara reiterated that the Park District’s enforcement of their rules is a subject of
discussion and that both the District and the Village must be more rigorous in their enforcement this
year.
After further discussion, Village President O’Hara stated that the consensus of the group appears to be
maintaining the status quo as to area parking regulations; more rigorously enforce existing regulations;
and revisit the data next year.
In response to a comment from Trustee Towle, Village Administrator Irvin stated that Staff would bring
an ordinance to the next meeting of the Village Board that amended some of the inconsistencies found
between signage and the Village’s ordinances during their review of parking regulations. From the
audience, David Barkhausen (resident) expressed his opposition to a proposal to change signage near his
residence at Sunrise and Prospect. After further discussion regarding the consistency of regulations in
other areas of the Village, Village President O’Hara stated the COW’s consensus was to direct Staff to
proceed with changing the sign on East Prospect and amending the Code in regards to Mountain.
Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and passed on a unanimous voice vote. The meeting
adjourned at 6:57 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

___________________________
R. Drew Irvin
Village Administrator
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VILLAGE OF LAKE BLUFF
VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
SPECIAL MEETING
MARCH 16, 2019
DRAFT MINUTES OF MEETING
The Village of Lake Bluff Board of Trustees and Historic Preservation Commission met in the Village
Hall Board Room (40 East Center Avenue) on Saturday, March 16, 2019. Village President O’Hara
called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. Village Clerk Joy Markee called the roll.
The following were present:
Village President:

Kathleen O’Hara

Trustees:

Barbara Ankenman
Mark Dewart
Paul Lemieux

Trustees Absent:

William Meyer
Eric Grenier
Aaron Towle

HPC Commissioners:

Steve Kraus, Chair
Robert Hunter, Vice Chair
Paul Bergmann
Janie Jerch
Lois Nicol
Cheri Richardson

Commissioners Absent:

Randolph Liebolt

Also Present:

Joy Markee, Village Clerk
Drew Irvin, Village Administrator
Glen Cole, Assistant to the Village Administrator
John Scopelliti, Administrative Intern

Non-Agenda Items and Visitors
President O’Hara stated the COW allocates 15 minutes for those individuals who would like the
opportunity to address the COW on any matter not listed on the agenda.
There were no requests to address the COW.
Discussion Regarding Historic Preservation Policies and Programs
Introduction
At the invitation of President O’Hara, Chair Steve Kraus came forward to present to the joint meeting
regarding the HPC’s planning efforts over the past two years. He thanked the Village Board for the
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opportunity to speak, and noted that this was the culmination of work stemming from the Board’s 2017
request for ways to strengthen the Historic Preservation Ordinance.
As there were no further introductory remarks, Chair Kraus proceeded to present a set of slides included
in the meeting’s agenda packet, starting with a list of the goals of the Historic Preservation Ordinance; a
review of the Ordinance’s current mechanisms applied to historic structures; and statistics documenting
the number of structures older than 50 years old and therefore subject to demolition review, the number
reviewed for the life of the HPC ordinance, and the number of landmarks demolished.
Trustee Lemieux stated that he believes this slide is misleading in that there are victories for historic
preservation, such as counting as a negative the demolition of a house on Center Avenue despite its
subsequent replacement with a house that respected the lot’s historic context. Commissioner Bergmann
responded that, if the objective of the Ordinance is to prevent demolitions, this example was a failure; if
the objective is to preserve streetscapes, it was a win. After discussion among the members of the Board
and the HPC, Chair Kraus continued his presentation.
Choosing Lake Bluff
Chair Kraus introduced the HPC’s preservation framework, Choosing Lake Bluff. In his introductory
remarks, he stated that a common response the HPC receives from new homeowners choosing to
demolish is that they simply didn’t know about the historic or neighborhood context. He stated that one
of the goals is to educate purchasers about this before their decision to demolish. The Choosing Lake
Bluff model focuses on interventions concerning branding (discovery by new homebuyers), knowledge
(the purchasing process), redevelopment (policies), and rehabilitation (incentives).
In response to a question from Village Clerk Markee, Chair Kraus responded that the HPC has
periodically sent letters to owners of historically significant homes over the years with little success.
Trustee Dewart stated that the framework works from the standpoint of a real estate buyer, but that it
should also consider the behaviors of sellers and realtors who put a home into a market context (e.g. by
advertising it as a teardown candidate). After some discussion among the present members, Chair Kraus
responded that the framework does not address the seller specifically but includes elements directed
towards the real estate community as well as architects and builders.
From the audience, Ms. Stephanie Bjork (resident) asked if there is any data regarding the number of
“legacy” buyers returning to the Village. Chair Kraus responded that this may be a to-do item to
investigate. Other members of the audience provided anecdotal evidence. Ms. Bjork stated that there
may be an opportunity for homeowners to contribute to or correct their survey results by providing
information to the Village.
Trustee Dewart stated that these steps involve selecting or encouraging one segment of the real estate
market at the expense of others. Chair Kraus responded that the intent of Choosing Lake Bluff is not to
create a time capsule, but rather, to encourage decisions that reflect community values. Commissioner
Bergmann responded that there is no desire to live in a historic recreation but, rather, that there is a
desire to preserve the values and streetscapes that residents bought into Lake Bluff to live among. He
noted that modern houses were among those lost due to demolitions since the passage of the Historic
Preservation Ordinance. Trustee Dewart stated that the Village must be cautious in building a brand and
what the outcomes will be. Chair Kraus stated that some may feel excluded. Trustee Dewart concluded
his remarks by stating that there is more to Lake Bluff’s brand than houses - there is a community.
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Chair Kraus provided an overview of the branding goals of Choosing Lake Bluff. He stated that the
Village must incorporate its past as integral to the community’s present and future character (among
other goals described on the slide). He stated that the Village should provide brochures on community
features; prominently identify historic places and areas; and provide tours, histories, timelines, and
research resources concerning historic events.
Chair Kraus provided an overview of the knowledge goals of Choosing Lake Bluff. He reiterated that
there is no central location for Village residents to access historic housing information in the Village, but
that other communities have compelling resources. He provided a demonstration of such a mapping tool
built for Evanston’s Lakeshore Historic District and stated that Lake Bluff should produce a similar
resource, Lake Bluff Online. In response to a question from Village Clerk Markee, Chair Kraus stated
that the HPC had discussed privacy concerns and that the data displayed in these tools would already be
publicly available.
Chair Kraus provided an overview of the rehabilitation goals of Choosing Lake Bluff. He stated that the
Village must reinforce its bias for preservation by reducing obstacles and providing incentives for
preservation and rehabilitation. In summary, he said that the Village must choose its posture on a
continuum between “No fees” and “No special treatment” for historic rehabilitation projects. He
presented a list of possible individual policies that the Board could adopt.
Chair Kraus provided an overview of the redevelopment goals of Choosing Lake Bluff. He stated that the
Village should adopt policies that shift the focus away from preserving individual structures and towards
preserving neighborhood character despite teardowns. He presented a list of possible individual policies
that the Board could adopt.
Trustee Lemieux asked how structures would be selected for protection. Chair Kraus stated that
guidelines existed today and would be further adapted if the Village Board directed the HPC to propose
revisions to the Historic Preservation Ordinance. Trustee Lemieux asked who would conduct residential
design reviews. Vice Chair Hunter, who also serves as the Chair of the Architectural Board of Review,
replied that the consensus of the ABR is not to conduct these reviews. A discussion ensued regarding
design review. Chair Kraus, concluding the conversation, said that he wants to enable new residents to
make positive decisions for Lake Bluff’s streetscape and character while preserving homeowner rights.
Policies that complement a preservation framework.
Chair Kraus proceeded to the next section of his presentation regarding possible changes to the Historic
Preservation Ordinance, including various changes to existing mechanisms; the introduction of a new
“Historic” designation for individual structures; and the introduction of “Landmark” and “Historic”
designations that could be applied to areas.
Chair Kraus stated that he is uncomfortable with retrospectively nominating landmarks after they are
being considered for demolition. He stated that the HPC would, under certain circumstances, agree with
a rule prohibiting teardown nominations. Referring to a proposal to extend demolition delays for up to
365 days, Chair Kraus stated that the Village Board may hear all requests to exceed 120 days of delay or
that there may be different lengths of delay based on the party that nominated a structure or area as a
Landmark or Historic property.
Chair Kraus stated that the goal of this policy approach is to extend the highest level of protection to a
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number of community jewels as “landmarks”, and to extend a better level of protection to a larger
number of “historic” properties. He noted that his view, a minority among the members of the HPC, is
that the Village could eliminate significant demolition delay at a later time if these policies were
diligently implemented.
Trustee Dewart and the board discussed the mechanics of designating a Landmark District or a Historic
District, as those terms were used in the presentation.
Chair Kraus concluded his presentation with a list of requested action steps, including: adopting
Choosing Lake Bluff as Village policy; developing the various resources and policies proposed
throughout this morning; and comprehensively amending the Historic Preservation Ordinance. Before
the meeting recessed, Trustee Ankenman stated she wanted to know more about the funding mechanism
for Lake Bluff Online and was worried that designating landmark areas is an imposition upon
homeowner rights.
Recess
At 9:10 a.m., Village President O’Hara declared the meeting in recess. The meeting reconvened at 9:20
a.m.
Discussion
Trustee Lemieux stated that he was very encouraged by the inclusion of the following sentence on slide
17 of the presentation: “Shift focus from preservation of an individual structure to preservation of
neighborhood character.” Referring to slide 22, which presents the designation levels for individual
structures, he stated that he remains concerned about the Village nominating structures involuntarily.
Chair Kraus responded that the Board could choose to restrict “landmark” nominations to the owner.
Trustee Ankenman asked what the effect of a homeowner’s objection to an area designation would be.
Chair Kraus responded that the homeowner would still be included in the district and subject to
restrictions. Trustee Ankenman expressed her concern that a homeowner could be subject to a 365 day
demolition delay involuntarily. Commissioner Bergmann, to illustrate, described a historic district where
the back of many houses were modern additions but where the front facades are maintained. He states
that this balance is a goal of preservation. Village Clerk Markee stated that the Village should consider
increasing the threshold to avoid pitting neighbor against neighbor in the designation of a district.
In response to a question, Assistant to the Village Administrator Glen Cole described the process and
work effort involved in Lake Bluff Online. He stated that the minimum product would not require an
excess of effort, but that the amount of time volunteers could spend researching and improving the data
on individual houses is indefinite.
Village President O’Hara recognized Ed Wynn (resident). Mr. Wynn stated that the Village could
prioritize the most important 200 houses. He stated that, of 83 houses recognized as significant by the
Village’s historic surveys, only 14 are landmarked. He said that the Village should make it easier for
owners to landmark their property by producing a fillable PDF form and by shortening the form through
legal mechanisms such as presumptions tied to the survey’s designations. He described issues with the
interaction between certified landmarks and obtaining tax credits for preservation, but believes the
Village should pursue making these protections and incentives an “and” discussion rather than an “either
or” discussion.
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Continuing, Mr. Wynn described three classes of situations that he believes should receive different
treatment: (i) existing homes with no pending demolition; (ii) demolitions by owners; (iii) demolitions
by national building firms seeking to construct speculative housing. He agreed with Vice Chair Hunter
that architectural standards would be intrusive and hopes instead to promote design consistency. He
stated that he was scared by the idea of prohibiting landmark nominations where demolition applications
are filed, but likes the idea of avoiding pitting neighbor against neighbor. He believes that stronger
protections regarding drainage and environmental issues would help the comfort level with these
changes.
Mr. Wynn stated that homes not in keeping with their neighborhoods depreciate quicker, and that
property values falling is bad for all properties. Referring to the concept of heritage lots, Mr. Wynn
stated that there should be ways to restore and protect these lots because they provide Lake Bluff’s
unique housing variety as well as lower priced housing options for retirees and households with different
economic situations.
Vice Chair Hunter, recalling the discussion surrounding the initial adoption of the historic preservation
ordinance, stated that residents did not want to diminish their property values right as they were about to
retire, sell, and realize their equity value in cash.
Commissioner Richardson stated that the Village Attorney had previously advised that discriminating
against national builders would be inappropriate. Mr. Wynn responded that he believes there are
reasonable and defensible standards that would distinguish between speculative builders and existing
homeowners and that these have been adopted elsewhere.
Discussion ensued regarding the interaction between historic preservation and property values.
From the audience, Ms. Stephanie Bjork (resident) responded to the idea that 365 day delays are
punitive. She stated that capital gains taxes would apply if a sale occurred without the house having been
held for at least 18 months, and so most builders will hold their property at least that long. Trustee
Ankenman responded that the delay would punish individual homeowners. Ms. Bjork responded that
individual homeowners are not building for resale.
Village Clerk Markee described what she believes is a typical situation, where children are selling their
inheritance without necessarily being concerned with who they’re selling to or what the buyer will do to
the streetscape.
Village President O’Hara extended her thanks, on behalf of the Board of Trustees, to the Historic
Preservation Commission for their diligent and comprehensive plan. She believes it is sweeping in areas
of concern, but that it will take more consideration. She stated that she wanted to see the results of the
newest Village historic survey including significant houses and areas, and that she also wanted another
Committee-of-the-Whole meeting to discuss next steps.
Chair Kraus asked if Village President O’Hara was asking for specific recommendations at this time.
Village President O’Hara responded that she was not. A discussion ensued regarding next steps,
including a need to confer with the absent Trustees as well as the Board’s new trustees following April’s
election. Village Administrator Irvin responded that Staff would develop budgets for marketing; review
information provided by Mr. Wynn and rewriting the regulations on speculative builders; and come back
to discuss an action plan in 45-60 days.
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Chair Kraus reiterated that the framework, which he requests the Village Board adopt by resolution,
deliberately excludes the ordinance recommendations the HPC provided elsewhere in his presentation.
In response to a question by Village Administrator Irvin, he stated that there are existing materials that
document historic areas and the location of significant homes and landmarks that could be brought to the
Village Board’s attention when they next consider Choosing Lake Bluff.
Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and passed on a unanimous voice vote. The meeting
adjourned at 11:20 a.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

___________________________
R. Drew Irvin
Village Administrator
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VILLAGE OF LAKE BLUFF
MEMORANDUM
TO:

Lake Bluff President O’Hara and Village Board of Trustees

FROM:

R. Drew Irvin, Village Administrator
John Scopelliti, Village Intern

DATE:

April 4, 2019

SUBJECT:

Discussion Regarding Leaf Blowers and Powered Landscape Equipment Operation Regulations

As you are aware, there has been both written resident communications and public comment during the March
11, 2019 Village Board meeting urging the Village Board to consider a seasonal ban and other certain regulations
to address gas‐powered leaf blowers (Attachment #1). Current Village regulations, established fairly recently
(2016; Attachments #2 and #3), limit the hours of use by day but do not include a seasonal ban on leaf blowers
or limit the quantity of blowers allowed at any one time. As noted in the resident communications and in a
recent survey (Attachment #4), a number of North Shore communities have instituted a seasonal ban to reduce
noise pollution while providing certain exceptions to the ban for golf course/public works maintenance and
other emergency situations. The survey also revealed a common complaint that the illegal use of blowers during
the ban period frequently occurred and enforcement was inconsistent. Many municipalities around the country
have studied limitations for leaf blowers including:
 Identifying the potential hazards associated with leaf blowers (exhaust emissions, dust, and noise);
 Citing the costs impacts of banning leaf blowers on gardeners and landscape companies (there are
economic impacts, and it is time consuming and costly for a municipality to enforce a ban); and
 Outlining the potential limitations in use (complete and seasonal bans; ban on gasoline‐powered leaf
blowers only; allow leaf blowers that are 2007 or newer; establish maximum permissible decibel level;
manage by zoning district (residential/commercial); and education).
At its Monday, April 8, 2019 meeting, it is anticipated that the Committee of the Whole (“COW”) will discuss
this issue and, among the following choices, direct that:
(i)
Staff or an advisory body further study the merits of enacting additional regulations and report
back to the COW no later than a date certain.
(ii)
Staff or an advisory body provide recommendations on the substance of additional regulations for
the COW’s further consideration no later than a date certain.
(iii)
Staff prepare an ordinance that would enact additional regulations per the consensus of the COW.
(iv)
No further action be taken.
Please know that residents that have shown interest in this topic and local lawn care service providers have
been made aware that the Village Board will be discussing this topic at the COW meeting. As always, feel free
to contact Village Administrator Drew Irvin with any questions at (847) 283‐6883 or dirvin@lakebluff.org.
Attachments:
1. Resident communications regarding seasonal bans on gas‐powered leaf blowers.
2. Current regulations regarding Leaf Blowers and Powered Landscape Equipment Operation.
3. Recent Village Board dialogue on lawn maintenance (past VB & COW meeting minutes).
4. Survey of northshore communities regarding leaf blower limitations.

ATTACHMENT 1
RESIDENT COMMUNICATIONS

Village of Lake Bluff
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Amy Larson
Tuesday, February 26, 2019 4:48 PM
Village of Lake Bluff
Leaf blower statement

We are writing to tell you that we’ve read the Green Minds Leaf Blower Statement and we are in complete support of it.
We hope you will consider implementing these restrictions so our village environment can improve. The noise level is
very stressful and doesn’t help promote tranquility!
Thank you for your attention to this.
Sincerely,
Gregg and Amy Larson
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Carol Weatherall
To:
Subject:

Drew Irvin
RE: Contact Us Form

From: Village of Lake Bluff [mailto:vlb@lakebluff.org]
Sent: Friday, March 22, 2019 9:13 AM
To: Kathy O'Hara <kohara@lakebluff.org>
Subject: Contact Us Form

The following was submitted from the Contact form to Kathleen Ohara:
Name: Stephen Butzlaff
E-Mail Address:
Message: Leaf Blowers
General observations:
Please don't strap individual home owners with excessive adjustments to the leaf blower policy.
My suggestions are continued reminder of hours, limits on number of power tools art one time on a property
which are not followed by commercial firms. Small firms seem to be less familiar with our requests. Perhaps a
reminder to them.
Com in g from the days when we burned we did have smoke linger in the air but not all of us use a commercial
firm and hours need to be friendly and compatible to a home owner. Yes it rains, winds blow and many Lake
Bluffers just don't pick up there leaves so the blow for blocks to gather in yards who do.
And a note of information Evanston and Winnetka just dump the leaves in the parkway or curb line....such as
easy method and so sloppy that clogs storm sewers etc.
For us who live in forests yes it does take a lot of work and a blower to load 70 bags a weekend.
In conclusion one does not need to max the blower out on the yard un like the commercial cut, blow and go
technique.
Please consider education rather than more rules.... we have enough we can nots.
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Lee Sachnoff
Glen Cole; dirwin@lakebluff.org; Village of Lake Bluff
Pam Russell
Fwd: Lake Bluff Green Minded Friends we need your support
Monday, February 25, 2019 8:06:54 AM
letter-leafblowers2019.doc
GreenMindsLeafBlower-LB version (3).docx

Dear Drew,
As you know, Pam Russell has recently submitted a letter and talked to you about
our concern of excess noise and pollution generated by gas-powered leaf blowers.
I fully support the move to limit their use.   
Many of my neighbors agree. In addition to Pam's letter and the letter from Green
Minds LFLB, please find a copy of a signed petition attached. There are many
more who have voiced their concern but are not in town to sign the petition.
I understand there have been problems with receiving emails at your address. I will
drop off a copy of the petition to your attention at City Hall as well.
Thanks for your consideration.
Regards,
Lee Sachnoff

Lake Bluff

-Lee Sachnoff

ATTACHMENT 2
CURRENT REGULATIONS

ATTACHMENT 3
RECENT VILLAGE BOARD DIALOGUE

ATTACHMENT 4
SURVEY OF NORTHSHORE COMMUNITIES

Village of Lake Bluff
Leaf Blower Survey
Spring 2019

Municipality

Hours of Operation

Code Specifications

Municipal Code Location

Cost of Implementation &
Ongoing Operation

City of Highland Park

7:00 AM - 7:00 PM (M-F)
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
(Saturday)

Ban from May 15 to
October 1

Chapter 102 Sections 002 & 003

Unsure; ban was
implemented in 1992

Primary purpose for Complaint based; gas powered
ban is noise
leaf blowers are still being used;
pollution
inconsistent enforcement

Village of Glencoe

7:00 AM - 7:00 PM (M-F)
9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
(Saturday)

Ban from May 15 to
September 15

Chapter 24 Section 38

Do not track costs

Primary purpose for Complaint based; gas powered
ban is noise
leaf blowers are still being used;
pollution
inconsistent enforcement

Village of Winnetka

8:00 AM - 7:00 PM (M-F)
9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
(Saturday & Sunday)

Ban from June
through September

Chapter 9 Section 16.020

Unsure; ban was
implemented in 1994

Primary purpose for Complaint based; gas powered
ban is noise
leaf blowers are still being used;
pollution
inconsistent enforcement

Village of Wilmette

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM (M-F)
9:00 AM - 8:00 PM
(Saturday & Sunday)

Ban from May 15
through September
30

Chapter 14 Section 6.6

Nominal, existing staff
utilized to enforce

Environmental and
noise pollution

Overall favors the ban; resident
frustration with inconsistent
enforcement

City of Evanston

7:00 AM - 9:00 PM (M-F)
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
(Saturday & Sunday)

Ban from May 16 to
September 29 and
after 1st Thursday of
December through
March 29

Title 9 Chapter 5 Section 20

No Response

No Response

No Response

Village of Lincolnwood

7:00 AM - 6:00 PM (M-F)
7:00 AM - 12:00 PM
(Saturday)

Ban from May 15 to
September 30

Chapter 17 Article 2 Section 16

Unsure

Primary purpose for Complaint based; gas powered
ban is noise
leaf blowers are still being used;
pollution
inconsistent enforcement

City of Lake Forest

7:30 AM - 7:30 PM (M-F)
8:00 AM - 5:30 PM
(Saturday) 10:00 AM 5:00PM (Sunday)

No Ban

Chapter 135 Section 108

N/A

Primary purpose for Hours of Operation newly revised;
ban is noise
city intends to collect data and
pollution
monitor new hours

No Ban

Chapter 150 Section 136

N/A

N/A

N/A

No Ban

Chapter 15 Article I Section 20

N/A

N/A

N/A

No Ban

Chapter 6 Article II Division 3
Subdivision I Section 120

N/A

N/A

N/A

Village of Kenilworth

Village of Northfield

Village of Libertyville

7:00 AM - 6:00 PM (M-F)
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
(Saturday)
7:00 AM - 7:00 PM (M-F)
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
(Saturday) 12:00 PM 5:00 PM (Sunday)
7:00 AM - 6:00 PM (M-S)
12:00 PM - 6:00 PM
(Sunday)

Rationale for the
Ban

Experience Post Ban

*Survey results were collected through electronic and telephonic solicitation of surrounding communities.*
**Most communities surveyed had exceptions for golf course maintenance, certain municipal maintenance services, and emergency situations.**

