VILLAGE OF LAKE BLUFF
SUSTAINABILITY AND COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT AD HOC COMMITTEE
Thursday, March 22, 2018
7:00 P.M.
Village Hall Board Room
40 East Center Avenue
MEETING NOTICE & AGENDA
1. Call To Order
2. Roll Call
3. Consideration of the January 31, 2018 Sustainability and Community Enhancement Committee (SEC)
Meeting Minutes
4. Non-Agenda Items and Visitors (Public Comment)
The Co-Chairs will allocate fifteen (15) minutes during this item for those individuals who would like
the opportunity to address the Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee on any
matter not listed on the agenda. Each person addressing the Sustainability and Community
Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee is asked to limit their comments to a maximum of five (5) minutes.
5. Order of the Meeting
The Co-Chairs will entertain requests from anyone present on the order of business to be conducted
during the Meeting.
6. General Business
The Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee will entertain requests from
anyone present to modify the order of business to be conducted.
a) Presentation by Kris Lucius, SmithGroupJJR, regarding urban beautification.
b) Backyard Chicken Pilot Program
a. Application review of Nancy and George Drowne, 517 Lincoln Avenue
c) Sustainability Plan
a. Survey review
7. Village Staff Report
8. Member’s Report
9. Co-Chair’s Report
10. Adjournment

The Village of Lake Bluff is subject to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Individuals with
disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe
and/or participate in this meeting, or who have questions regarding accessibility of the meeting or the facilities, are
requested to contact Glen Cole at (847) 234-0774 or TDD number 234-2153 promptly to allow the Village of Lake Bluff
to make reasonable accommodations.

VILLAGE OF LAKE BLUFF
SUSTAINABILITY AND COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT AD HOC COMMITTEE
MEETING
January 31, 2018
7:00 P.M.
Village Hall Board Room
40 East Center Avenue
DRAFT MEETING MINUTES
1. Call to Order
The Village of Lake Bluff Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee (SEC) met on
January 31, 2018 in the Village Hall Board Room (40 E. Center Avenue) at 7:00 p.m. and the following
members were present:
2. Roll Call
Present:

Brian Rener, Co-Chair
Marina Carney Puryear, Co-Chair
Emmet Brady
Liz Leutwiler

Absent:

Jill Danly
Nan Patterson
Anne Sorensen

Also Present:

Glen Cole, Assistant to the Village Administrator (AVA)
John Scopelliti, Administrative Intern (AI)

3. Consideration of the November 29, 2017 Sustainability and Community Enhancement Committee
(SEC) Meeting Minutes
Co-Chair Puryear moved to approve the July 15, 2017 SEC Meeting Minutes. Member Leutwiler
seconded the motion. The motion passed on a unanimous voice vote.
4. Non-Agenda Items and Visitors (Public Comment)
Co-Chair Rener stated that the SEC allocates 15 minutes for those individuals who would like the
opportunity to address the SEC on any matter not listed on the agenda.
There were no requests to address the SEC.
5. Order of the Meeting
There were no requests to change the order of business.
6. General Business
A. Route 176 Corridor Study Proposal
AI Scopelliti introduced the first item, Route 176 Corridor Study Proposal, to the committee. AI
Scopelliti explained the LBOLA Proposal and the Teska Proposal for this area.
Co-Chair Rener opened it up for discussion.
Member Leutwiler proceeded to have multiple comments, also mentioning that she is involved with
Lake Bluff Open Lands (LBOLA). Member Leutwiler mentioned that LBOLA had already been
clearing buckthorn and eradicating evasive species due to the believed agreement that this would be a
three year project. Member Leutwiler explained what the final product for that area was going to look
like. Member Leutwiler went in to detail as to the types, and age, of trees that are currently present in
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this area. Member Leutwiler described the community involvement that LBOLA brings, which is the
type of community involvement that the SEC committee wants. She provided as an example the high
school students dedicating their service hours for this area. Member Leutwiler mentioned that the
LBOLA project would be saving the Village money, compared to Teska, and again would be a great
source of community engagement. Member Leutwiler stated that she believed that LBOLA has the
corridor covered.
Co-Chair Puryear applauded LBOLA for the work they have already completed on the corridor. CoChair Puryear mentioned that over the years there has been multiple attempts to create a precedent for
how the entrances, into the Village, should look like. Co-Chair Puryear believed that Teska was
contacted to make this plan because in previous years it had been the Garden Club or LBOLA or any
previous consulted local entity.
Co-Chair Rener mentioned that if Teska was to do this corridor that they then would have the
opportunity to create a consistent theme throughout the Village in other areas of interest for
beautification efforts.
Co-Chair Puryear mentioned a crab-apple tree that had been preserved in honor of someone but there
were always questions as to if it meets the aesthetic theme that the Village is trying to promote. CoChair Puryear does not know if Teska is or is not the right person to come up with this plan.
Member Leutwiler mentioned that the Village has a lot of fantastic areas throughout the Village that
just need to be cleared of buckthorn in order for our residents to see their full potential.
Co-Chair Puryear explained to Member Leutwiler that she is not speaking against natives at all, she is
just wondering if Teska is appropriate to interpret our native landscapes. A brief discussion
commenced.
Member Leutwiler stated that you cannot beat the price and that the Village should not interfere with
this project. Member Leutwiler expressed that there are two competing proposals here and that the
LBOLA proposal is the one the Village should want.
AI Scopelliti stated that he did not know the exact cost of the Teska project but that the goal of this
discussion was to look at two different proposals for this area. AI Scopelliti mentioned that AVA
Cole may have more details to share with the committee. AVA Cole approached the podium.
AVA Cole went into detail as to the goal and history of the two proposals and why Teska’s proposal
was solicited. Part of what drove the establishment of the SEC was a need to create a consensus
vision around improvements to visible public spaces in Lake Bluff. He stated that these are not two
rival proposals, but rather, that Teska would continue to develop LBOLA’s proposal into a formal
landscape plan appropriate for approval by the Village Board including plans, sections, and etc. He
stated that the Village had tried to solicit local professionals for this work but that they did not have
the capacity at this time for the plan, and time was essential due to LBOLA’s need to fundraise and
plan before the summer work season. Staff’s thinking then turned to soliciting a proposal from Teska,
and to try to accomplish both the creation of a formal plan as well as starting the SEC’s beautification
planning by developing a set of Village landscape guidance through community input.
Co-Chair Rener stated that this is just one of many projects around town that the Village and
committee want to address. Co-Chair Rener emphasized the interest in having some type of collection
of data in regards to the types of trees and other native species in these areas.
Co-Chair Puryear promoted Member Leutwiler’s point that working with LBOLA is a great asset
considering it is a local asset and LBOLA has already started work on this area.
Member Leutwiler requested that if the Village does go with Teska, that they exclude this area from
the plan and allow LBOLA to continue their work.
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Larry McCotter, LBOLA President, approached the podium and started to give the committee a brief
history of LBOLA’s presence within the Village. Larry McCotter stated that he was surprised to be
back in front of this committee because this committee had voted for a draft of this project
unanimously in April to be recommended to the Village Board. Larry McCotter mentioned that
Village Staff made contact with LBOLA in November to formalize a plan and be more specific.
Larry McCotter mentioned that LBOLA wanted to start getting a crew together to let them know
what is going on as they move forward. Also, Larry McCotter emphasized that the Lake Bluff Park
District was very much on board with this plan. Larry McCotter mentioned that LBOLA has received
many great reviews for their work so far but they are confused by the appearance of the Teska plan.
Larry McCotter requested to associate with Co-Chair Puryear’s comments in a couple different ways.
Co-Chair Puryear stated she would allow it if it is a positive association.
Larry McCotter started to explain the history of this area along with the lone resident that lives on the
north side of Route 176 on Eva Terrace. Larry McCotter started to explain the type of trees and native
species that are currently present at this corridor. Larry McCotter started to explain the amount of
volunteer time that has gone into this plan along with comparing the LBOLA proposal to Teska
proposal and why LBOLA is the best option for the Village of Lake Bluff.
Co-Chair Puryear asked Larry McCotter about the date at the top of the page that mentioned Board
Approved September 25, 2017, and whether that was the Village Board of Lake Bluff or the LBOLA
Board.
Larry McCotter confirmed that the reference was to the LBOLA Board’s approval.
Co-Chair Rener mentioned that overall, he still believes that the Village or committee needs a book
or plan that consists of trees and native species, along with a consistent theme.
Larry McCotter stated that LBOLA can provide the book and requested materials for no money,
which will save the Village $14,000. A brief discussion commenced.
Co-Chair Puryear asked Larry McCotter if the Park District was on board with this beautification
effort.
Larry McCotter stated that the Park District is totally on board and that they are essentially driving
this process and are in favor of completing the process as soon as possible.
Co-Chair Puryear believes that the SEC should proceed with its original recommendation of the
LBOLA project to the Village Board.
Larry McCotter stated that it is his understanding that the Village Board has not seen LBOLA’s new
proposed project and he would like them to see it.
Co-Chair Rener stated that he is not opposed to proceeding with this project as he doesn’t see any
objections. A brief discussion commenced.
Co-Chair Puryear stated that the Village of Lake Bluff has many great resources and that the Village
should not put all of its eggs in one basket. Co-Chair Puryear started listing off these resources
including LBOLA, Mariani, and Cliff Miller.
Larry McCotter mentioned some other resources and also stated that Mariani Landscaping is begging
to be a part of this project. A brief discussion commenced.
Co-Chair Rener and Co-Chair Puryear believe it would be of great benefit to the Village to have
Larry McCotter and other local resources collaborate to create a plan that is both sustainable and
meet the beautification standards expressed by the SEC committee throughout certain areas in the
Village. A brief discussion commenced.
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Larry McCotter requested that the committee exclude the 176 corridor from any planning and pass
along LBOLA’s plan to the Village Board.
Co-Chair Puryear stated that the committee should pass on the recommendation of the LBOLA 176
corridor project to the Village Board.
Co-Chair Rener added to the recommendation that there be a beautification plan solicited for
competitive bids for the other areas of interest within the Village.
Member Brady stated his confidence in LBOLA’s beautification plan for the 176 corridor and
believes the Village should stay true to their original decision.
Co-Chair Puryear moved to recommend the LBOLA plan to the Village Board. Member Leutwiler
seconded the motion. The motion passed on a unanimous voice vote.
Larry McCotter thanked the committee for their volunteer efforts and reminded the committee that
volunteers are always welcome.
B. Backyard Pilot Programs – Applications and Process Review
AI Scopelliti introduced the second item, Backyard Pilot Programs, to the committee. AI Scopelliti
explained to the committee the status of the pilot programs and any changes that were approved by
the village board. AI Scopelliti explained to the committee when the first application could be in front
of the committee and wanted to know how the committee wants to handle these applications as they
come in. A brief discussion commenced.
AVA Cole went to the podium to inform the committee of some things to think about with these
applications on whether to delay them, move them up, or choose the default. A brief discussion
commenced.
Co-Chair Rener agreed with Co-Chair Puryear by stating that the committee should move the
application date up for the bees after one year.
Member Leutwiler was curious as to how the residents would be notified of the schedule change for
the backyard bee application deadline.
AVA Cole explained the process moving forward with the applications. A brief discussion
commenced.
Co-Chair Puryear requested the backyard bee application deadline for next year be moved to
February 1, 2019 and for the backyard chicken application deadline for next year March 1, 2019.
C. 2018 Meeting Dates and Upcoming Meetings
AVA Cole explained the dates of conflict coming up for the committee’s future meeting dates. AVA
Cole explained the different options the committee had to choose from to move around these dates of
interest. A brief discussion commenced.
D. Sustainability Plan
a. Draft Action steps for consideration
AI Scopelliti explained the process moving forward with this plan and what the committee
would like to do moving forward.
Co-Chair Rener stated that he appreciated the way the plan had been laid out. A brief
discussion.
AVA Cole started to explain the draft in more detail as to the future information that staff
hope to provide in this plan. A brief discussion commenced.
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Co-Chair Rener stated that some of these topics would be great opportunities to have a
workshop. A brief discussion commenced among the committee deciding which topics
would be beneficial to have a workshop for.
Member Brady mentioned a project called Citizen Project which requires students in middle
school to go throughout the village and find an area or piece of infrastructure that the
students believe would be important for the village to discuss. A brief discussion
commenced.
Co-Chair Puryear mentioned the idea of an incentives program for those that use solar panel
roofing. A brief discussion commenced.
Member Leutwiler mentioned the idea of a campaign to replace old light bulbs with energyefficient light bulbs. Member Leutwiler mentioned for the village to buy these light bulbs in
bulk for residents to promote energy-efficient light bulbs. A brief discussion commenced.
b. Public engagement and draft survey component
AVA Cole explained the draft sustainability survey that will be sent out to the residents
along with what the goal of this survey is. A brief discussion commenced.
Co-Chair Puryear mentioned the idea of breaking up the topics located in the 100-point
clarification of importance section. A brief discussion commenced.
Member Leutwiler talked about changing one of the topics from Trash Waste to Trash
Reduction, along with mentioning the 3 R’s in the sustainability definition; Reduce, Reuse,
Recycle. A brief discussion commenced.
AVA Cole asked Member Leutwiler what are some items she reuses in her house fairly
often.
Member Leutwiler responded that she uses many glass jars to hold smaller items and what
not. A brief discussion commenced.
7. Village Staff Report
There was no report.
8. Member’s Report
There was no report.
9. Co-Chair’s Report
Co-Chair Rener read a small article on bees that stated how many types of bees there were. Co-Chair was
amazed by the large amount of bees there are. A brief discussion commenced.
10. Adjournment
As no further business came before the SEC, Co-Chair Puryear moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:59p.m.
Co-Chair Rener seconded the motion. The motion passed on a unanimous voice vote.
Respectfully Submitted,

___________________
John Scopelliti
Administrative Intern
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MEMORANDUM
Date:

March 16, 2018

To:

Co-Chair Rener, Co-Chair Puryear and SEC Members

From:

Glen Cole, Assistant to the Village Administrator
John Scopelliti, Administrative Intern

Subject:

Public Comment

At its regular meeting on Thursday, March 22, the SEC will receive a presentation from Mr. Kris Lucius of
SmithGroupJJR. He shares the following description of his presentation:
Patchwork Sustainability: Strategies for a Punctuated Lake Bluff
Kris Lucius PLA ASLA LEED Green Associate,
Landscape Architect
SmithGroupJJR
Kris will present on sustainable strategies that are achievable through piecemeal implementation outside
of a formal masterplan, yet can still be interconnected into a smart framework that is more than the sum
of its parts. The presentation will identify a range of project types and relevant examples of how these
have been successfully implemented elsewhere in the region and around the United States. The talk will
emphasize that it’s not just about what your sustainable strategies are, but where they are, and will
highlight existing social and natural systems in Lake Bluff as a guide for strategizing future projects.
Attachments:
 Resume of Kris Lucius

Kris Lucius, ASLA, PLA, LEED Green Associate
Associate, Landscape Architect
Kris Lucius’ experiences range from championing pilot projects to
conceptualizing how strategic design determines the spatial identity of
public places. He is adept at creating multiple options through hand- and
computer-rendered models, providing diverse opportunities for expressing a
client’s vision. Kris is continually striving to create solutions within challenging
parameters that bring an iconic and memorable sense of place to the
community as a whole.

Education
Master of Landscape Architecture,
Harvard University, 2008
Bachelor of Science in Landscape
Architecture, Ohio State University, 2004
Registrations
Professional Landscape Architect:
Massachusetts
LEED Green Associate
Professional Affiliations
American Society of Landscape Architects

Urban Design
Winthrop Avenue Woonerf/Shared
Street, Chicago, Illinois

A renovated streetscape in the heart
of campus that puts people first.
Designed in the fashion of a Dutch
woonerf, where people have the right
of way before cars, this new style of
street offers public spaces intermixed
with driving lanes. At the fulcrum is
a piazza that weaves the surrounding
buildings in with the woonerf fabric
to create an ultimate center stage.
Landscape Architect.
Scotts Run Master Plan, Tysons
Corner, Virginia

Scotts Run Station is located on
40 acres of land within a quarter
mile of the first Metrorail Station
on WMATA’s new Silver Line. The
plan will transform these properties
into 8 million sf of transit-oriented,
walkable, sustainable mixed-use
development. Landscape Architect.
Chicago Park District, La Villita Park,
Chicago, Illinois

A 23 acre former Superfund site
located in Little Village on the
south side of Chicago. The park

Month XX, 2XXX

design creates a complex of athletic
fields and recreation field organized
along a central “paseo”. The paseo
incorporates a shaded walk, lighting,
and a small building to become a
major neighborhood gathering space
elevated above, yet integrated into,
the Chicago streetgrid. Landscape
Architect.
Chicago Park District, Weber Spur
Trail, Chicago, Illinoiss

The Weber Spur Trail is 2.7 mile long
railway conversion, creating a public
open space amenity from a derelict
rail line on Chicago’s Northwest
Side. Several elevated and at-grade
crossings become opportunities for
new open spaces along the trails,
where trailheads meet with views of
the Chicago skyline. SmithGroupJJR
is driving the planning and
design effort, providing landscape
architecture and ecological services
for the multi-disciplinary design
team. Landscape Architect.
Crystal Lake Master Plan, Urbana,
Illinois

SmithGroupJJR developed a master
plan for Crystal Lake Park, Urbana’s
oldest park and a treasured regional
amenity. The 149-acre site serves

Potential Client /Potential Project
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Kris Lucius, ASLA, PLA, LEED Green Associate
Associate, Landscape Architect

as future home to the redesigned
aquatic facility. Specific program
elements to the outdoor pool facility
include water play elements, a
destination playground, outdoor
pavilions and picnicking areas,
and other appropriate features to
expand revenue potential. Landscape
Architect.

Waterfront
Park District of Highland Park,
Central Park Stairs, Highland Park,
Illinois

Multi-use staircase that connects
Central Avenue and the beach
below along Lake Michigan. The
staircase descends the 75’ bluff while
engaging the users in dynamic views
of the bluff, horizon and the unique
bluff flora. The stair is designed as
a durable structure, composed of
weathered steel stringers and open
metal grating to maximize its lifespan,
minimize maintenance and shadow
cast on the bluff, and aesthetically
connect the hillside. Landscape
Architect.
Morgan Shoal Lakefront Master
Plan, Chicago, Illinois

Chicago’s first underwater park
focuses attention on one of the area’s
most unique geological features while
increasing water- and land-based
habitat and recreation opportunities.
Morgan Shoal, an offshore bedrock
formation that emerges from the
bottom of Lake Michigan, comes
within a few feet of the water’s
surface.
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Remnants of a 1914 shipwreck
are nestled out on the shoal are
an existing feature and a unique
attraction. Public involvement
through three public meetings
generated valuable input that
helped drive design ideas leading
to preservation of the shoal, a more
passive park experience, and viewing
areas along the lake shore. Landscape
Architect.
Wilmette Park District, Wilmette
Lakefront Plan, Wilmette, Illinois

Planning for Wilmette’s lakefront
comprised of Gillson and Langdon
Parks as well as adjacent harbor
facilities along the North Shore
Channel. Design of three alternative
concept plans based on input
gathered through public workshops
for the improvements to Gillson and
Langdon Parks. Landscape Architect.

Previous Projects
Opera House Cultural District
Urban Design, Taichung, Taiwan*
Pao Huei Park Tower, Taichung,
Taiwan*

This plaza is the first piece of an
urban design project that establishes
the spatial identity for a rapidly
developing section of Taichung. The
larger project seeks to materially
and experientially connect several
residential towers to a new Toyo
Ito-designed Opera House and other
cultural amenities in the district.
This plaza is the hub of a streetscape
network that links Opera House,
public parks, a major shopping

center, and the client’s two flagship
developments. Landscape Architect.
Parque de Valdebebas
Competition, Madrid, Spain*

The design of this central park in the
urbanizing and desertifying periphery
of Madrid is founded on the
collection, treatment and distribution
of the continual resource of effluent
from the residents of Parque de
Valdebebas; the collection, storage
and reuse of all stormwater; and the
productive attributes of the agrarian
landscape.
Socially and politically, Parque
Aguasverdes will function as an
integral piece of infrastructure
for the surrounding Valdebebas
development, addressing residents’
social and recreational needs, while
ecologically providing a diverse
range of vegetation and habitats on
the edges and presenting a more
sustainable strategy for water reuse.
Landscape Architect.
Indianapolis Art Park, Indianapolis,
Indiana*

The park is organized around
a series of ecological zones that
follow a gradient of low to high
and wet to dry. These zones are a
series of striations that run north
to south with important pedestrian
connections to adjacent properties.
Landscape Architect/Designer.

MEMORANDUM
Date:

March 16, 2018

To:

Co-Chair Rener, Co-Chair Puryear and SEC Members

From:

Glen Cole, Assistant to the Village Administrator

Subject:

Backyard Chicken Application of Nancy and George Drowne, 517 Lincoln Ave.

The Village recently received the first application for a Backyard Chicken Permit under the pilot program.
As required by the pilot program, the SEC must review “whether the application should be approved or
disapproved and […] what, if any, protective conditions should be imposed upon the permit.”
As a reminder, the SEC issues a recommendation to the Village Administrator. If the recommendation is to
issue a permit, the permit would only be issued after the Village inspects the Applicant’s property and
constructed shelter.
The SEC should allow the Applicant to speak, if desired; allow any interested members of the public to speak;
and then, discuss the application until a consensus is reached.
At this time, the Village has received no inquiries regarding this application. Any written comment received
prior to the meeting will be shared with the SEC on or before the meeting date as a supplement to the packet.
SEC’s Authority:
After accepting public comment, the SEC should take one of the following actions:


If more information is required, continue their consideration to a date certain to allow the Applicant to
provide additional information; or,



If more information is not require, hold a roll call vote to:
o Recommend the Village Administrator issue the license, with or without any special conditions:
“I move to recommend that the Village Administrator issue a Backyard Chicken Permit to the
Drownes, as they have satisfied the standards for the SEC’s Advisory Review.”
o Recommend the Village Administrator deny the license:
“I move to recommend that the Village Administrator deny a Backyard Chicken Permit to the
Drownes, as they have failed to [cite specific standard(s)], as required by the standards for the
SEC’s Advisory Review.”

Attachments:
 Application
 Criteria from Backyard Chicken Application Packet

SEC’s Criteria for Applicant Review
Backyard Pilot Program Application
Village of Lake Bluff, Illinois
General Standard: The extent that the application demonstrates the applicant will
provide adequately for health, shelter, food, water, and yard conditions.
Compliance with the Regulations: The extent that the application demonstrates
that the applicant and the proposed activity will comply with all additional standards imposed on it (see
subsequent page of Chicken-Specific or Bee-Specific Regulations).
Lot Size and Situation: The shape, size, and location of the lot, principal structure, and keeping area; and
the extent that these conditions tend to mitigate or exaggerate the potential that an adjoining property
owner or others may be negatively affected by the proposed keeping. The advisory body shall show
preference to those applications which demonstrate large lot sizes, screening, or other unique conditions
which minimize the aforesaid potential.
Prior Violations: If the applicant has been the subject of any valid complaint documenting a violation of
the program or any nuisance, property maintenance or animal control regulations contained in the Lake
Bluff Municipal Code.
Experience or Training: The applicant’s training, education, or prior experience in keeping the animal
requested.
Unique Health Circumstances: If residents of adjoining or nearby property present evidence that they
suffer from a health condition whereby the proposed keeping may pose a unique risk to their health.
Public Testimony: Testimony and other evidence received from the public during the advisory body’s
consideration of the application, to the extent that such testimony concerns the specific circumstances of
the application and not the general propriety of the proposed activity.

Page 3 of 5

Rev. Feb 2018

Chicken-Specific Regulations
Backyard Pilot Program Application
Village of Lake Bluff, Illinois
Eligibility: Only residents of single-family dwellings may apply. No permit shall be
issued for a lot smaller than 7,000 square feet in area. No more than two (2) permits
shall be issued to lots less than 10,000 square feet in area.
Limit Upon Number: No fewer than two adult chickens, and no more than six, adult chickens may be
owned by any permittee at any one time.
Female Chickens: Only female chickens may be owned or maintained on a permittee’s property.
Sale of Eggs Prohibited: The permittee shall not sell eggs produced upon the property.
Slaughtering: No slaughtering of chickens shall occur in public view.
Chicken Enclosure:
i.

Chickens shall be kept in a pen, coop, run, or chicken tractor.

ii.

No chicken enclosure shall be erected or maintained within 10 feet of any occupied residence
other than that of the permittee.

iii.

Chicken enclosures shall only be erected or maintained in the rear yard and behind the
principal structure on the permittee’s lot.

iv.

Chicken enclosures shall provide at least four square feet of area for each chicken housed.

v.

Chicken enclosures must be maintained in a sound and useable condition.

vi.

Chicken enclosures must be constructed of sturdy and weather-resistant materials, such as,
without limitation: wire, wood, hardware cloth.

vii.

Chicken enclosures shall be resistant to predators. All access doors must be able to be shut
and locked. All opening windows and vents must be covered with predator-proof wire with
less than one-inch openings.

Open Space: Chickens shall be provided with adequate open space in the form of either an enclosed
chicken run or a yard fully enclosed by a fence.
Sanitation: The enclosure and open space must be kept clean and sanitary at all times.
Rodent Protection: All feed and other items associated with the keeping of chickens shall be protected
from or to prevent rats, mice, or other rodents from gaining access to or coming into contact with the feed.
Nuisances: No permittee shall permit:
i.

Noxious or offensive odors from chicken-keeping, including the odor of chickens or manure,
to be perceptible at or beyond the boundary of the permittee’s property;

ii.

Offensive noise from chickens that disturbs the peace at any time; or

iii.

Any other public or private nuisance resulting from the permitted activity, whether by litter,
droppings, feathers, waste, or attraction of pests or rodents.

State Registration: The permittee’s premises upon which chickens are kept shall be registered with the
Illinois Department of Agriculture, and proof of registration shall be maintained on-site; unless the
Department shall stop accepting residential hive registrations.
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MEMORANDUM
Date:

March 16, 2018

To:

Co-Chair Rener, Co-Chair Puryear and SEC Members

From:

Glen Cole, Assistant to the Village Administrator
John Scopelliti, Administrative Intern

Subject:

Sustainability Survey Results

At the SEC’s regular January meeting, the SEC reviewed a concept for action steps for a Sustainability Plan as
well as a proposed online survey that could help provide the plan with context and guidance. After additional
revisions, the survey was published to Village residents for a three week period from to Friday, February 16 to
Friday, March 9.
Facebook reach:
Feb 16 email:
Feb 23 email:
Mar 2 email:
Website views:

1,730 people
514 views
498 views
500 views
188 views

167 survey clicks
29 survey clicks
21 survey clicks
12 survey clicks
? survey clicks

(These figures may duplicate individuals or not account for other categories of reach.)
Together these resulted in a total of…
Survey views:
420
Survey responses (n)
121
Based on the number of people who opened the survey at least once, we estimate a ~29% response rate. This is
normal-high for a typical web survey. If we assume that these 121 persons are a representative sample of Lake
Bluff, we would expect about a +/- 8.8% error rate at a 95% confidence interval. For comparison, typical
political polls target +/- 3.5% at the 95% interval.
These results should not be taken as a statistically rigorous insight into the minds of the Village’s population as
a whole. Survey methods such as these accept certain biases and weaknesses in order to gain the ease of use that
allows us to easily perform them. This survey is best read as a good snapshot of the opinions of people who:
a. Are already interested or predisposed towards the Village’s governance and/or sustainability efforts
b. Who participate in the Village’s most frequent communication methods (e-mail and Facebook)
The following pages provide a high-level summary. Staff will present additional detail Thursday night.
Attachments:
 Text summary of results
 Result charts
 Answers to open response questions
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We would like to learn more about what Village residents do to help our community be more sustainable.
Of the following individual behaviors check the statements that describe you or apply to you personally
during the last twelve months.
At home, I separate recyclables from landfill waste.
I place as much recycling at the curb for pickup as I do landfill waste.
I have programmed my thermostat, or use a smart thermostat, to reduce energy use
while my home is unoccupied.
I try to avoid or reuse single‐use disposable items such as cups, utensils, and food
containers.
Most appliances in my home were selected for being energy‐efficient.
I avoid applying chemical pesticides to my lawn or garden.
I usually bring reusable bags when I go shopping for groceries.
I often ride my bicycle on the Village's bicycle trails.
My home has water‐conserving fixtures, such as faucets, showers, or toilets.
I only irrigate my lawn or plants during the evening hours.
I grow food in a backyard garden.
I commonly walk or bike when I eat, shop, or do errands around town.
I have participated in a clean‐up day at a park or public place.
My commute is in some other way than driving alone ‐ whether walking, bicycling, or
taking the commuter train.
I either compost or place food scraps in my Village yard waste pickup.
My home has rain barrels, rain gardens, a swale, or another way to capture
stormwater.
I still ride my bicycle in poor weather.

115
101
78
78
66
62
62
55
54
53
48
42
30
29
28
22
8

How much, if at all, does it bother you to see...

People using disposable water bottles
People throwing away things that could be recycled
People incorrectly putting non‐recyclable items into a
recycling bin or container
People driving places that are close enough to walk
People leaving lights and electronic devices on when no
one is using them
People watering their lawns in the middle of the day

None
20
17%
6
5%

Not
too
much
30
25%
6
5%

Some
36
31%
39
33%

A lot
32
27%
66
56%

Total
118

7
6%
22
19%

14
12%
34
29%

43
37%
39
33%

52
45%
22
19%

116

9
8%
14
12%

17
14%
20
17%

45
38%
39
33%

47
40%
44
38%
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117

117

118
117

Think about the definition of sustainability at the top of the page. Assume that you have a budget of 100
points. “Spend” them among the following 5 ideas, in proportion to how important you believe they are
as a focus of our community's sustainability efforts.

Water
conservation
AVERAGE
17.5

Alternative
energy (e.g.
solar, wind)
18.3

Carbon
emissions
reduction
19.6

Recycling and
waste
reduction
26.4

Ensuring pollutant‐
free runoff to Lake
Michigan
31.7

"Spend” another 100 points among the following 5 ideas.

Light pollution
reduction
AVERAGE
14.3

Local food
production
19.4

Enhance bicycle
and pedestrian
transportation
21.9

Sustainable and
native
landscaping
25.4

Preserve open
space
33.6

Compared to other communities you are familiar with, how would you rate Lake Bluff's success in
achieving each of the following five statements? Use a ten point scale, where "1" is poor and "10" is
excellent.

Lake Bluff is a
sustainable
community
AVERAGE
5.7
>9
4
8‐7
36
<6
65
1
2
2
6
3
8
4
10
5
14
6
25
7
20
8
16
9
3
10
1
Count
105

Lake Bluff is
a walkable
community
7.7
42
44
25
1
2
1
7
4
10
21
23
12
30
111

Lake Bluff is
great at
recycling and
minimizing
waste
6.3
12
42
53
1
4
7
6
17
18
18
24
7
5
107
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Lake Bluff is
great at
conserving
water and
energy
5.0
6
19
76
6
3
12
18
28
9
12
7
5
1
101

Sustainability Survey Quantitative Questions
3/16/2018

We would like to learn more about what Village residents do to help our community be more sustainable. Of the following
individual behaviors check the statements that describe you or apply to you personally during the last twelve months.
At home, I separate recyclables from landfill waste.

115

I place as much recycling at the curb for pickup as I do landfill waste.

101

I try to avoid or reuse single-use disposable items such as cups, utensils, and food containers.

78

I have programmed my thermostat, or use a smart thermostat, to reduce energy use while my home is unoccupied.

78

Most appliances in my home were selected for being energy-efficient.

66

I usually bring reusable bags when I go shopping for groceries.

62

I avoid applying chemical pesticides to my lawn or garden.

62

I often ride my bicycle on the Village's bicycle trails.

55

My home has water-conserving fixtures, such as faucets, showers, or toilets.

54

I only irrigate my lawn or plants during the evening hours.

53

I grow food in a backyard garden.

48

I commonly walk or bike when I eat, shop, or do errands around town.

42

I have participated in a clean-up day at a park or public place.

30

My commute is in some other way than driving alone - whether walking, bicycling, or taking the commuter train.

29

I either compost or place food scraps in my Village yard waste pickup.

28

My home has rain barrels, rain gardens, a swale, or another way to capture stormwater.

22

I still ride my bicycle in poor weather.

8
0

20

Page 1 of 4

40

60

80

100

120

140

Sustainability Survey Quantitative Questions
3/16/2018

How much, if at all, does it bother you to see...

People throwing away things that could be recycled

6

People incorrectly putting non-recyclable items into a recycling bin or container

7

People leaving lights and electronic devices on when no one is using them

6

39

14

9

People watering their lawns in the middle of the day

43

17

20

20

People driving places that are close enough to walk

47

39

44

30

22

0

52

45

14

People using disposable water bottles

66

36

34

20

39

40
None

Not too much

32

60
Some
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A lot

22

80

100

120

140

Sustainability Survey Quantitative Questions
3/16/2018

Think about the definition of sustainability at the top of the page. Assume
that you have a budget of 100 points. “Spend” them among the following
5 ideas, in proportion to how important you believe they are as a focus of
our community's sustainability efforts.

"Spend” another 100 points among the following 5 ideas.
Sustainable and native
landscaping
35
30

Carbon emissions reduction
35

25

30

20

25

15

20
Recycling and waste
reduction

15
10

Preserve open space
Alternative energy (e.g. solar,
wind)

10

Light pollution reduction

5
0

5
0

Ensuring pollutant-free runoff
to Lake Michigan

Local food production

Water conservation
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Enhance bicycle and
pedestrian transportation

Sustainability Survey Quantitative Questions
3/16/2018

Compared to other communities you are familiar with, how would you rate
Lake Bluff's success in achieving each of the following five statements? Use a
ten point scale, where "1" is poor and "10" is excellent.

Lake Bluff is great at conserving water and energy

Lake Bluff is great at recycling and minimizing waste

Lake Bluff is a walkable community

Lake Bluff is a sustainable community

0

20

40
1

2

3

4

60
5

6

7
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Sustainability Survey Open Answer Questions
3/16/2018

UID

What is one thing our community already does successfully that helps us be
sustainable?

What is one thing our community should start doing to be more sustainable?

1

Allow open controlled burns. Fix Green Bay road and curbs and other streets in the
terraces! Proper curbs keeps water flowing properly. Fix the land on greenbay by
Harrison and make it available for public use. This was a travesty to the village and
Access to the village dump! You could offer delivery of organic materials to residents that it sits there falling apart. Fix the corner of west center and greenbay to reflect
for free, like mulch!
the beauty of our village. The electric building is surrounded by overgrown
buckthorn and a gravel circle drive. This also could be public space and represent
these neighborhoods better. This would all contribute to the value of our property
and him values for the long term.

2

Adding food waste to yard waste pick‐up is a great new program.

Enhance pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure to encourage make these activities
safer.

3

Applying GLRI money to repair ravines and protect against further erosion

create a climate change adaption plan ‐‐ prohibit people from putting 'drugs' on
their lawn ‐‐ provide incentives for people to build LEED certified homes

4
5

7
8

Being easy to walk and bike
Biking and walking trails!
Buy electricity cheaper.
Has good recycling program.
Community involvement
compost included in land waste

9

Curbside Recycling from home waste

Composting/Recycling in town. There aren't any/enough recycling/composting bins
in town.

10

Curbside recycling. Would love to have special bins to recycle food scraps.

Ask residents to stop watering their lawns in the summer.

11

Definitely the accessibility to walk/bike into town

12

Encouraging recycling

13

Farmers market

6

Emphasize open space

Compost recycling of food scraps

provide compost / yard waste sets for every home to make composting easier and
more accessible
Provide larger recycling bins, our family fills our bin far faster than our trash bin. It's
over full every week.
Include Sanctuary community in ideas, improvements and walking safely into town.
Make beach more accessible year round.
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Sustainability Survey Open Answer Questions
3/16/2018

UID

14

What is one thing our community already does successfully that helps us be
sustainable?

What is one thing our community should start doing to be more sustainable?
More recycling throughout the village, I.E. police and fire department and all
business' in town should have a recycling dumpsters instead of a residential recycle
bins

Farmers markets

More pubic postings, there should be public address boards through out the town to
notify the residents of events and programs
15

Gazebo gatherings.

Ability to obtain groceries downtown. It will be difficult I believe but it will make
walking much easier.

16

Good bike paths.

Make recycling styrofoam available at the Village landfill area.

17

Great pedestrian paths; great open lands

Better water conservation

18

Great walking community. We have a great sense of community that brings people
Let's not get too preachy about it. I think we are moving gradually in the correct
together to care about each other which leads to the rest. We therefore care about
direction.
the bigger picture ‐ conservation of water & resources.

19

I believe LB has done a great job with walking and biking trails but I would like to see A community garden would be great. Allow the bee hives and the chickens too and
them safer. There's too much brush and trees that inhibit safety that make the
let's see how it goes. I also believe in allowing short term rentals. I believe this
paths undesirable to women and children to be on alone.
allows many people the ability to stay in their LB homes.

20

I love that I can put the kitchen scraps in the compost and it's picked up curbside. It
saves so many pounds of biodegradable waste out of the landfill. Maybe advertise
I think reducing chemicals sprayed on parks and lawns is a huge issue, particularly
that a bit more? I don't know many people that use it. I also love that we live in such
since we live so close to the lake and ravines that lead to the lake.
a walkable community. My kids and I bike and walk many places. It's great we have
the option to have chickens too! I'm excited LB is interested in sustainability.

21

I think most of the ideas above are a poor use of the time and effort of staff and
community. If I want to drive to town to get my dry cleaning that should be fine,
and if I don't compost my food and yard clippings that is OK.
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Our efforts should not be to be sustainable as defined by the thought police. Solar
and Wind energy are a poor use of our money and worrying about a carbon
footprint is misguided effort.

Sustainability Survey Open Answer Questions
3/16/2018
UID

What is one thing our community already does successfully that helps us be
sustainable?

What is one thing our community should start doing to be more sustainable?
‐ provide incen ves for removal of buckthorn
‐ encourage use of na ve plants and trees (esp. for flood control)
‐ encourage residents to get their yards cer fied as wildlife friendly
‐ provide incen ves for removal of turf grass
‐ encourage reside
Fertilizer Free Zone

22

It is AWESOME that we can now add vegetable waste to our landscape waste. We
compost at home, but we are thrilled LB offers this. Now if we could expand it to
include meat, etc.

23

Kitchen waste recycle option

24

Lake Bluff does a terrific job with a open lands and sustainable landscaping.,

Recycle bins downtown next to trash bins and at town events like Bluffinia. Also
could we PLEASE paint our ugly water tower to match our new town logo? It is an
eyesore in our otherwise beautiful and sustainable community! Thank you.

25

Lb has a Committee to work out ways to encourage sustainability.

Encourage more residents to use native plantings that don't require watering

26

LBES is a GREEN building

27

Maintaining open space and bike paths. Buckthorn removal and prairie restoration

29

Maintaining open space...which does not include closing LBGC covertly and
converting the acreage into open lands.
Offers a recycling and yard waste pickup. Provide great dump

30

Offers user friendly ways to recycle and compost

31

Open lands

28

32

Our recycling program is very good; there could still be greater clarity on what can
be recylcled and provide in a form that can easily be saved for reference. Also
having seen a recycling facility and all the work involved in separating the plastic
bags that are still used by many residents to place their recylables in, the point
needs to be enforced that plastic bags should not be used.

33

Our recycling/waste program is good and keeps getting better.

34

Picking up compost with yard waste

Reduce light (Target) and noise pollution on county/state roads such as Route 176
and Route 43.
Improved water reclamation.
Preserve open space. Reduce bulk on property lots
Offer free school bus so fewer parents drive. Or if not possible, add a punch card
system for school bus so families who have occasional ability to use bus will not
have to purchase a whole year's worth to put their kids on bus on the days that the
bus is a good option.
community gardens
Enforcement of day time watering restrictions and more sweeping of streets to keep
debris out of water courses are the most practical beneficial things we can do.
Unfortunately , the Village is slowly cutting back on street sweeping. How about
stopping the practice of the Village Hall using plastic water bottles for all the
meetings (but use paper cups not styrofoam). The basic core problem remains that
there are more and more people on this tiny planet of ours and without severely
reduced population growth all these minor efforts at sustainability are really for
naught. Sad but true.
incentives to residents regarding sustainability measures. Emphasizing better
sustainability practices and making it easier to maintain them.
Recycling bins beside trash cans and in every private and public space. Investing in
wind and solar
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Sustainability Survey Open Answer Questions
3/16/2018

UID

What is one thing our community already does successfully that helps us be
sustainable?

35

Provide services by our own departments. Has great focus on maintaining the small
Provide as many services from our own departments as possible, less outsourcing
town feel of the village. Safe, kid friendly environment drawing in quality residents

36

recycle

DO NOT FORCE SUSTAINABILITY ON RESIDENTS!!!

37

Recycle

Encouraging some behaviors (such as recycling) is fine but please don't waste too
much Village time or Vilkage resources trying to make private citizens make
different choices. Time spent by Village staff costs taxpayer dollars.

38

Recycle

Preserve open spaces and only plant native, non‐invasive plants, shrubs and trees!

39

Recycle

Recycle outside downtown bars

40

Recycleables, landwaste, and garbage are encouraged to be separated.

Do more than just the minimum efforts (a few random recycle barrels at Bluffinia).
And, nothing is recycled by the Garden Club when maintaining the downtown
planters. Landscape waste and plastic pots are all lumped together in the trash
cans. Lastly, the sidewalk restaurants do no recycling and their combined trash is
left overflowing for the city to pick up.

41

recycles

42
43
44

Recycles
Recycling
Recycling

45

Recycling

I think a lot of people in west terrace would bike/walk to town more if it was easier
to cross Green Bay. It's impossible during busy times and not super safe for kids. So
we end up driving a lot more. Even to Mawman park which is so close!

46

Recycling

More bike friendly

47

Recycling program

Eliminate the water‐hogging golf course and replace it with native habitat, walking
trails and stormwater detention along the creek to the west.

48

Recycling program.

A ban/restrictions on plastic bags at stores similar to Chicago.

49

recycling programs

stop using pesticides and herbicides in public areas..... especially parks and schools

What is one thing our community should start doing to be more sustainable?

1. Figure out a way to reduce paper waste associated with all the products shipped
to households/businesses (Amazon has taken over!) . 2.Action to discourage plastic
water bottle use
Not sure
Allowing Bee Hives
Composting
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Sustainability Survey Open Answer Questions
3/16/2018

UID

What is one thing our community already does successfully that helps us be
sustainable?

50

Recycling, land conservation, walkable.

51

Recycling, some bike paths

52

Recycling/compost program
New street lights are true light polluters! Why are they being used?
starting to cut down the buckthorn hiding the bike path to make it more visible and
safer for users. Lots more to go though...
Restrict the use of gas powered landscaping equipment. It is a terrible source of
The addition of a yard & kitchen waste option is the most positive thing I've seen in pollution that sickens me as I work at home. This can be done through regulation
my 26 years here.
and by encouraging native plantings. We do all our own yard work, even though it
means giving up weekend time.

53

54

What is one thing our community should start doing to be more sustainable?
Animal friendly salting of the roads in the winter or only salt when ice/freezing
conditions. So many times the snow melts quickly and the roads dry, but the salt
stays on the roads.
More bicycle friendly
Less road salt!

55

The bike and walking paths provide ways to get around town without using a car/

The lighting of the bike path where it branches off towards the East Terrace needs
to be more well lit so that community members can use it in the dark more safely.

56

The community has offered a very comprehensive mixed stream curbside recycling
program and for those residents who know what belongs in the recycling bin vs the
garbage bin, it is very successful. However, their are many residents who are not
educated on how and what should be recycled properly.

Provide recycling locations at Village events and in the downtown area. Stop selling
bottled water at these events if there is no option to recycle them. Begin to
encourage people to bring/use reusable bottles and bring their own water and have
places to for them to be refilled with our amazing tap water.

57

The recycling and composting programs are good!

We should look into spaces that could house renewable energy sources (wind &
solar).

58

The recycling program is great. I think more education is necessary for people to
really get what it takes for materials to be successfully recycled though.

I feel that buckthorn is eating us up. The village should start to address this problem.
It's everywhere and taking over all the land.

59

The recylcing/food waste/trash program is wonderful.

60

This outreach is helpful. Recycling bins should be added to more locations. but u
have started

Begin a sustainability facebook page for sharing info. Use more native plants in
various locations. Encourage barrel saving and have businesses make a change to be
more energy efficient. If the business starts the residence can follow

61

Train station

Large turbines to capture wind power of Lake Michigan
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Sustainability Survey Open Answer Questions
3/16/2018

UID

62

What is one thing our community already does successfully that helps us be
sustainable?

What is one thing our community should start doing to be more sustainable?

Walk and ride bikes

Reserved Hybrid and Electric‐only vehicle street parking on E. Center near the
beach.
More organized biking and walking events for families on weekends.
LNG or Electric school busses, dump trucks, public u lity vehicles.
Solar power for public buildings, schools.

63

Adding at least one striped / flashing crosswalk to cross Green Bay from West
Terrace to East Terrace. Very difficult to cross Green Bay from Hawthorne, Park,
Sheridan or Prospect to get to Mawman Park, or to the bike path to town (off
Mawman). You have to cross at driveways... it's very tough for kids to figure out how
to cross Green Bay. I'd let my kids bike alone if there was a safer cross (and it doesnt
make sense for us to bike all the way up to 176). Also, there is NO lighting under the
viaduct on the bike path, making us have to take the car to Bluffinia, or any other
activities that end after dark. 176 is also very poorly lit, and not the best sidewalk,
between town and Green Bay. I'd like to be able to walk / bike from town to West
Terrace alone after dark, but bike path is too dark for me to feel safe alone at night,
and 176 is tough to bike on, and not that well lit. Because there aren't better ways
to connect West Terrace to the east side of LB, we drive, and I wish we didn't have
to. Another thing would be to enforce the "no idle" zones at schools. 30+ cars idle
from 2pm ‐ 2:45pm, 5 days a week, in front of the posted "no idle zone" signs at
LBES. Kids have to walk right through all that nasty pollution.

64

Education. One of our biggest waste items are corrugated boxes from on line. These
are great to line the garden beds and we will used them for that this year. Almost all
of us throw away.
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Sustainability Survey Open Answer Questions
3/16/2018

UID

What is one thing our community already does successfully that helps us be
sustainable?

What is one thing our community should start doing to be more sustainable?
Lake Bluff hasnt done enough to support preservation initiatives in town. We need
to stop focusing on what's aesthetically pleasing pleasing, and realize that native is
stronger and better. I've been very impressed with the work I've seen done on 176
and cannot wait to see the finished product.

65

66
67
68
69
70

Light the paths
Preserve all existing open space. Minimize future development.
Rain barreld
Reduce use chemicals on school lawns, improve recycling
Set up so businesses can recycle
The most effective way to inspire change is to provide education in an easy and fun
manner. The village could provide a newsletter educating residents on sustainable
practices.

71

Page 7 of 8

Sustainability Survey Open Answer Questions
3/16/2018

UID

What is one thing our community already does successfully that helps us be
sustainable?

What is one thing our community should start doing to be more sustainable?
The questions relating to transit and carbon emissions seem to be a backdoor
excuse for increasing density. Attempting to revise the zoning code to increase
density under the banner of 'sustainability' is intellectually dishonest and will be
poorly received by the taxpayers of the village, just as our taxpayers see through
attempts to use 'transitional' or 'empty nester' housing as an excuse to build denser.

LB residents cannot walk to a grocery store, pharmacy, or other necessary services.
Descending into a trance‐like state and repeating trendy urban planner buzzwords
such as 'car‐free living' and 'transit‐oriented development' will not change that
reality. Evanston, Wilmette, and Lake Forest, all of which have self‐contained
downtown districts, have a better chance of succeeding with higher density. But our
nearest grocery store and pharmacy are two miles away. Lake Bluff is not well‐
suited for transit‐oriented development, car‐free living, or whatever buzzword is
chic in urban planning circles today, and to the extent you believe that it is, you are
not living in reality and you are wasting our time and tax dollars foisting that agenda
upon our overburdened taxpayers.

72

73

These questions are intrusive and suggest that you want to legislate forced
compliance with a preconceived outcome. You do not have the right to interfere
with private property and individual decisions on how people conduct their lives. It
is police state tactics.

74

would like to see the fire depts. be able to merge but never occur from the bad
blood created between the two community,s from the likes of david graff years ago
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MEMORANDUM
Date:

March 16, 2018

To:

Co-Chair Rener, Co-Chair Puryear and SEC Members

From:

Glen Cole, Assistant to the Village Administrator

Subject:

Staff Report

Upcoming Events: Members of the SEC advise that the following sustainability-themed events that may be of
interest to Committee members and the public:
Saturday, April 14
Saturday, May 19

Earth Day – various events
Climate change forum and event at Lake Forest High School auditorium

Public Comment: The Village recently received one item of public comment directed to the Sustainability and
Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee, attached. The comment concerns easements applicable to
various parcels of open space within the Village and was also shared with other Village committees.
Attachments:
 Public Comment

Glen Cole
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

S C Bjork <JGAG3@aol.com>
Tuesday, February 27, 2018 8:00 AM
Glen Cole
Re: Objection to item #12 on February 12, 2018 minutes "A resolution determining the need to
keep minutes..." and Objection to 7(a) on Monday, February 26, 2018 Village of Lake Bluff
Board of Trustees regular meeting

Mr. Cole, Please submit this attached objection and attachment to the Residential Building and Ad Hoc Committee prior to
tonight's meeting and please submit as well to plan commission and zoning board of appeals prior to their next meeting. I would
ask that it is also be given to the "sustainability" group. I am truly unclear as to who is ultimately responsible for any of these
issues. I would ask that the attachment on the doctrine of merger attached be pointed out to the various boards. I felt last
evening that the board of trustees were unfamiliar with the laws in regard to easements. Thank the Village President as well as
Mr. Irvin for speaking with me at the conclusion of the meeting last night. In light of the project you have been asked to
undertake I think it is an important issue to discuss. Stephanie Bjork
Sent from my iPhone
> On Feb 26, 2018, at 8:56 AM, S C Bjork <JGAG3@aol.com> wrote:
>
> Mr. Cole, Please forward on this objection to the Board of Trustees
> prior to the meeting tonight as well as the embedded legal paper on
> Conservation Easements and the Doctrine of Merger. First, my objection
> to the item #12 destruction of records request. It is my understanding
> records are available for FOIA requests with legally permissible
> redactions and can be withheld for permitted reasons by the Village
> after proper notice to the party requesting them. The law certainly
> gives the Village that opportunity. Destroying existing records
> therefor seems "a bridge too far" and raises issues. As to my
> objection to 7(a), My husband and I were parties involved in a third
> party enforcement issue of a conservation easement. (Bjork v Draper)
> That case is now referenced by the IRS on their conservation easement
> enforcement guidelines as well as taught at many law schools and cited
> in many court cases. It is, to my knowledge, the only successful
> enforcement by a third party of a conservation easement in the United
> States. I am concerned that the law on perpetuity as it pertains to
> easements taken for federal tax purposes and the strict interpretation
> of the terms and conditions in those individual easement documents
> pertaining to various properties within the Village are not being
> taken in to consideration in these proposed actions. I am aware,
> through our case, of some of the easement documents and where they are
> located within the Village. Many of the plans proposed are in conflict
> with those documents. For these easements to be put in to place
> requires the Village to sign off on the terms and conditions. One of
> those is that they are perpetual and non amendable outside of a court
> order per IRS guidelines. This is to preserve the benefit to the
> taxpayers as properties are taken off the tax rolls in large part and
> because that revenue burden then shifts to remaining taxpayers. I
> think the article makes this point far clearer in the first few pages
> than I can. I believe the Village has access to every easement
> document within the Village and their terms, conditions and
> restrictions as they are parties to them and should be under
1

> obligation to the taxpayers at large to enforce those documents. I
> understand the pressures from all sides on this issue but it is a matter law. Thank you for your time on these matters.
Stephanie Bjork https://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1653&context=lcp
>
>
> <Conservation Easements and the Doctrine Of Merger.pdf>
>
>
>
> Sent from my iPhone
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